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think is important to share with you
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y hope that relating my experience and sharing with you some things | Iearneda\ong‘the
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ld be of help to some of you

isclaimer: these are my personal views and experiences and are by no means to be,perce“iv_e'd‘ ;

ipe for obtaining an academic position
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Personal timeline
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> PhD student (University of Mainz, Germany, 2015-2018

stdoc #3 (University of Florence, 2021-2022
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#4 (Weizmann Institute of Science, 2022-2023
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 j;>.‘SigniﬂCantinvoIvement in the operation of NA62 (2015-2021 Bl

decay (2016-2022

easibility studies for a new kaon physics experiment (2021-202
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specially important in the early stages of your career (e.g. PhD, early postdoc

able to bring a research project from start to finish
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> establishes your credib

ity as a researcher

blications | found not to be as important: quality is of higher value

| '-:>'\'_‘s,om,e, regearch projects take longer (many teams involved, new research direction, etc...) you might -not__b\e
- able to bring it to a publication during your PhD studies ’ ' .

L0 PSR S

-

you have spent at least 3-4 years on it, make sure you bring it to an end
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iversity of research topics you are involved is valued but is not imperative (wasn't a factor in-




#2: Develop a vis

r own side projects
have quite a lot of responsibilities at that point

ake quite a lot of time and you may feel lost and without any ideas (until they

or grants with your own research project (no better way to show your independence)
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ation track record and scientific independence are highly valued when applyin
nositions ‘ "
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se your effort: look for places that could be a good match for your skills/interests/visio
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> A lot of movement is required: changing universities, countries, environments

> Clashes between work and personal life are almost inevitable: essential to be aware of that and
‘develop tools to cope with it

> Maintaining drive and motivation despite the various difficulties not trivial, especially in the context

- of job insecurity and scarcity of permanent positions
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> not feel guilty that any time that you take for pleasurable activities is a time that you should be s

_ pending o
~ your research instead ' .
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ime on thinking about the bigger picture: how your research fits within the glob




'Expectation vs reality

S

. hat the only thing necessary a successful academic career is to be good at solving
research problems and everything else will somehow work out T | o

found that in the current landscape of academic research
ropably the hardest it has ever been
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> many excellent researchers and not enough positions

fz'>you need to interact with people and build your own network

d match for you and your vision

[|s’tiH'bﬂeI\ieVethat despite the chance factor that following this approach was what gave me a s
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 Not managing to find a position should also not be viewed as a failure: most of the ski
hrough your research are transferable and would be a valuable asset to any organizat
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| ast words

ast tip and probably most important one: you have to have fun
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We do research because of the pleasure of finding things out. Don't loose that!

'e need bright minds that can come up with new ideas and open new research directions
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> Navigating through the highly demanding research environment is a challenge on many levels

> Maintaining a positive mindset, publishing your research, and developing your scientific

independence are in my opinion essential for pursuing an academic career

-ollowing this approach will ensure that you have left your contribution to the creation of
cnowledge even if you decide not pursue an academic career afterwards




