
14.12.2022 - Looking Beyond Webinar

INAF 

Istituto Nazionale di 

Astro Fisica 

Adriano Fontana



04 Novembre 2024 ITP@Canarie



Come lavorano gli astronomi oggi?
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INAF Structures in Italy 

Headquarter in Rome

16 Structures (Institutes) all over 

the Country

Mixed groups with University

University Personnel “associated” 

to INAF
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Osservatorio di Trieste

Osservatorio di Padova

Osservatorio di Brera - Milano

Istituto di Astrofisica Spaziale di Milano

Osservatorio di Torino

Osservatorio di Astrofisica Spaziale Bologna

Istituto di Radioastronomia

Osservatorio di Arcetri – Firenze

Osservatorio di Cagliari

Osservatorio di Roma

Istituto di Astrofisica Spaziale e Planetologia – Roma

Osservatorio di Teramo

Osservatorio di Capodimonte – Napoli

Osservatorio di Catania

Osservatorio di Palermo

Istituto di Astrofisica Spaziale di Palermo

INAF Structures in Italy 

Tutti questi istituti hanno attività divulgative - contattateli!
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1177 Dipendenti

804 Ricercatori:

556 Astronomi

248 Tecnologi
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Roots

Roots in History

Osservatorio di Brera - 1764

Specola di Padova - 1767

Osservatorio di Capodimonte - 1812

Roots in Science

Galileo Galilei

Gian Domenico Cassini

Giovanni Virgilio Schiaparelli

Giuseppe (Beppo) Occhialini

Bruno Rossi

Riccardo Giacconi (NL)

…..
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European Skies
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International Infrastructures

Telescopio Nazionale Galileo (TNG)

A 4-mt class telescope located in La Palma, Canary Island, Spain. Imaging and low 

resolution spectroscopy capabilities in the Visible and Near Infrared. the “Exoplanet 

Finder” High Resolution Spectrograph HARPS-N and its infrared twin GIANO.
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TNG - Telescopio Nazionale Galileo
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Telescopio Nazionale Galileo (TNG)

A 4-mt class telescope located in La Palma, Canary Island, Spain. Imaging and low 

resolution spectroscopy capabilities in the Visible and Near Infrared. the “Exoplanet 

Finder” High Resolution Spectrograph HARPS-N and its infrared twin GIANO.

Large Binocular Telescopio (LBT)

Binocular Telescope with 8.4 mt. twin mirrors located at Mount Graham AZ (USA). 

Advanced Adaptive Optics, binocular interferometry, Large field Imaging (LBC), low 

resolution spectroscopy (MODS), High resolution spectro-polarimetry (PEPSI) and 

other capabilities.

International Infrastructures
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LBT - Large Binocular Telescope 
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Telescopio Nazionale Galileo (TNG)

A 4-mt class telescope located in La Palma, Canary Island, Spain. Imaging and low 

resolution spectroscopy capabilities in the Visible and Near Infrared. the “Exoplanet 

Finder” High Resolution Spectrograph HARPS-N and its infrared twin GIANO.

Large Binocular Telescopio (LBT)

Binocular Telescope with 8.4 mt. twin mirrors located at Mount Graham AZ (USA). 

Advanced Adaptive Optics, binocular interferometry, Large field Imaging (LBC), low 

resolution spectroscopy (MODS), High resolution spectro-polarimetry (PEPSI) and 

other capabilities.

Sardina Radio Telescopio (SRT)

64-mt single dish radio telescope with active surface (up to 100 Ghz capability) 

located in Sardinia. Observes as single dish and as parte of the EVN-VLBI.

International Infrastructures
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SRT Sardina Radio Telescope
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Telescopio Nazionale Galileo (TNG)

A 4-mt class telescope located in La Palma, Canary Island, Spain. Imaging and low 

resolution spectroscopy capabilities in the Visible and Near Infrared. the “Exoplanet 

Finder” High Resolution Spectrograph HARPS-N and its infrared twin GIANO.

Large Binocular Telescopio (LBT)

Binocular Telescope with 8.4 mt. twin mirrors located at Mount Graham AZ (USA). 

Advanced Adaptive Optics, binocular interferometry, Large field Imaging (LBC), low 

resolution spectroscopy (MODS), High resolution spectro-polarimetry (PEPSI) and 

other capabilities.

Sardina Radio Telescopio (SRT)

64-mt single dish radio telescope with active surface (up to 100 Ghz capability) 

located in Sardinia. Observes as single dish and as parte of the EVN-VLBI.

Cherenkov Telescope MAGIC

Stereoscopic Cherenkov Telescope located in La Palma for observation at very high 

energy (gamma rays) through the Cherenkov effect. 

International Infrastructures
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Telescopio Cherenkov MAGIC
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European Southern Observatory

European Southern Observatory

The European Southern Observatory was founded in 1962 ad an intergovernmental 

organisation (IGO) to provide European Astronomers with an Observatory in the 

southern Hemisphere. 

Italy Joined ESO in 1982 ad the 8th country (few weeks after Switzerland). Now 

ESO has 15 Member states. 

All ESO Telescopes are located in Chile in 3 main sites: la Silla (historical site), Cerro 

Paranal-Armazones (location of the VLT and the future E-ELT), Llano de Chajnantor 

(location of ALMA)
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ESO Sites

Santiago
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La Silla
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Cerro Paranal
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Llano de Chajnantor
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Space Astrophysics and Solar 

System Exploration

INAF works together with ASI (Italian Space Agency) in the design, 

development, construction and use of space missions with scientific 

payloads.

INAF has also direct collaborations with ESA, NASA, (ROSCOSMOS), 

JAXA et al with the same purpose. 

INAF has proven excellence in aras as: 

high energy astrophysics (Beppo-SAX, SWIFT, AGILE, et al.)

Extra solar planets search and characterisation (CHEOPS, PLATO et 

al.)

solar system exploration (SOLAR Orbiter, ROSETTA, JUNO, Bepi-

Colombo, ExoMars, et al.)

other field such as Cosmology  (Euclid), CMB (Planck), et al. 



14.12.2022 - Looking Beyond Webinar

Missions

Beppo Sax

Swift

AGILE
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Future Infrastructures
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Thank You


