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Constellations by Ghika; 
on a celestial painting 
at the Benaki Museum



















Nikos Hadjikyriakos-Ghika (1906–1994), Constellations [Asterismoi], 1957, oil on canvas, 32 x 50 cm, Benaki Museum ΠΧΓ 56













Nikos Hadjikyriakos-Ghika (1906–1994)



































the owl



Nikos Hadjikyriakos-Ghika (1906–1994), The Lady of the Night 
[Hē Kyra tēs Nychtas], 1957, oil on canvas, 93 x 65 cm. Private Collection



Selene, the Moon, ‘her body embracing elements of architecture, 
created from the very things it illuminates.’







the sleeping man



‘[…] this man who sinks is the sun; 
the sun sinks so that 
the moon can rise.’





the creature





Francisco de Goya y Lucientes (1746–1828), The Sleep of Reason Produces Monsters 
[El sueño de la razón produce monstruos], plate 43 from Los Caprichos, 1799, 
etching and aquatint, plate 21.2 x 15.1 cm, sheet 29.5 x 21 cm. 
Metropolitan Museum of Art 18.64(43)









the constellations







Kitab-i viladat-i Iskandar [The book 
of birth of Iskandar or Iskandar 
horoscope], manuscript with the 
horoscope of a Timurid prince, 
Iskandar Sultan. Written in 1411 by 
the court astrologer of Iskandar 
Sultan. Wellcome Collection, 
London, MS Persian 474



Nikos Hadjikyriakos-Ghika (1906–1994), 
The Βody of Odysseus [To kormi tou Odyssea], 1938–1958, 
charcoal on paper, 37 x 25.5 cm. Benaki Museum ΠΧΓ 658
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