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• Thanks to the IOC and LOC 
for the invitation – Mounia, 
Ketevi, Farida, Mohamed

• I am happy to be at ASP2024 
in Marrakesh, Morocco.

• Thanks to Ms Dolly Ntintili for 
arranging my trip.

• ASP is a fantastic school.
• Students – you should use 

every opportunity to network.



Why should there be a Pan-African Physical Society? Is there a need?

https://www.un.org/fr/teach/SDGs
https://au-watch.org/agenda-2063/

https://www.dominofoundation.org.za/national-development-plan/

Who should be asking and who should be 
answering this question?



What should be the role of grassroots physicists? –individually , nationally, regionally 
SADC Region AU Regions: Southern Africa

https://eela-project.org/sadc

https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Countries-in-the-southern-
African-region_fig2_331359647

Please see Oumar Ka’s yesterday presentation/talk 
on SOAPHYS/WASP



Towards a sustainable Southern Africa Physics Network

• A key catalyst is important  - Oumar Ka
• Sensitivity and respect for diversity
• Compelling concept note – the why?
• Participation on equal footing
• Rules of engagement – ala IUPAP 

statement(s)
• Involve all key stakeholders











Summary of outcomes of the 1st grassroots discussions
• Messages of support from stakeholders were reassuring 
• All participants responded to the need for a network
• Words of caution and warning by stakeholders were welcomed by participants 

and facilitators 
• The Task Team leading up to the 1st Forum has completed its “task” and a new 

broader and inclusive Task Team was established by the grassroots with few 
other countries still to send a rep on the new task team

• The terms of reference for the new Task Team will be determined with clear 
mandate and time frames

• The task team has nominated members, volunteers , and coopted members.
• Some inputs from stakeholders

• Have key point person from each country
• In the end, please have a clear strategy and implementation plan
• Have a constitution that will rule over all its participants
• Have good , ethical governance structure(s) aligned to your strategy 
• AU Southern Africa region and SADC region



Possible challenges facing AfPS
• It is not visible within the continent but seems to be known outside the 

continent
• Individuals seem to be known and not the AfPS
• Strategy, implementation is on ad hoc basis.
• Good and ethical governance non-existent leads to constitutional non-

compliance.   - Sitting on the seat until you fall with the seat!
• Reliance on AfLS organized events
• From a distance it  seem to be run like a ”spaza” shop 

Possible root causes
• It does seem like the “founders” who became perpetual leaders did not have the 

interest of physics and physicists in the continent
• Personal ambitions rather than vision for physics on the continent seem to have been 

the drivers
• That it seem AfPS was not actually conceptualized by Africans in Africa might be the 

biggest root cause  of them all.



Towards a sustainable Pan-African Physical Society
• African physicists within the continent will have to start the movement themselves 

– the GenZ has arrived: they are in our classrooms and research labs.
• Strong founding principles should be developed by the African physicists 

themselves
• Involve policy makers and the private sector in the continent
• Involve the citizens of the continent 
• Invite physicists from the diaspora to collaborate and assist us in achieving our 

own crafted vision and goals
• Invite physicists from outside Africa to collaborate to achieve our goals
• Ubuntu and Pan-Africanism should be part of the drivers
• The need for resources should be the last thing
• Understand the complexity of and within Africa
• There is no one coming to save us from ourselves!
• We need those physicists in Africa who will say send me! 



In the spirit of Ubuntu and Pan-Africanism

Thuma mina – Send Me
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d4Bwux-btq0

Musician: Hugh Masekela
https://youtu.be/V-iBudsJFKE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d4Bwux-btq0
https://youtu.be/V-iBudsJFKE



