
Coordinator report 

June 2024 - Hanne Heylen

Photo: CERN 2004



Feedback from first runs of 2024

Statistics so far: 147 shifts, 18 “runs”

• INTC proposals and LOIs: 13 runs

• TISD measurements: 26 shifts (no experiments wanted to run first 2 weeks, opportunistic, … )

• Stable beam to commissioning setup: CRIS, ECSLI (~9 shifts)

• Irradiation for winter physics targets: 10 shifts

• Running at the moment: 

• GPS: 5 experiments, 3 LOIs using 111mCd for PAC

• HRS: ISOLTRAP

Also 

• A few hours every few weeks: scans to improve optics model of ISOLDE

• Oil sampling from pumps separator areas: RP concerns in case of fire



Feedback from first runs of 2024

Highlights

• LOI258: first production of Pa beams at ISOLDE

• IS688: record activities during 149Tb collections for targeted alpha 

therapy sent to PSI

• IS733: Decay spectroscopy on neutron-rich K with spin-polarized 

beams, first physics data for DeVITO

• IS662: new set of neutron detectors at IDS work well (ongoing 

experiment)

• IS688: Study of colour centers in diamond by implanting 75Ga

Most experiments were at least partly successful

• 1.5 runs with issues at experiment side

• 2 runs with target problems 

Thanks to machine supervisors, target team and RILIS for efficiently 

solving problems (smaller and bigger)!



Safety

• Crane – Transport service (temporary measure)

• Safety files – EP safety

• Plan inspections before run (if modifications are made to the 

regular setup)

• Procedures – EP safety

• Radioactive sources – Radioactive Source Management Service

• Alpha sources

• (≠ implanted samples)

• Training for newcomers to ISOLDE

• Classroom training: RP and electrical safety

• Book at least 14 days in advance

• No ad-hoc training



ISOLDE 
schedule 

2024

• Protons for physics to ISOLDE 

from 8 April – 25 November (4 

weeks longer than originally 

foreseen ☺)

• Winter Physics (low E only) 

until 9 December

• Separator course 10-11 

December (TBC)

• Preliminary 2025 schedule: 

25.03 - 17.11 (protons for 

physics)

• LS3 for ISOLDE: no physics 

for 2026 and 2027 (TBC)



INTC 76 summary - ISOLDE

Recommendation for approval by the Research Board

• 2 letters of clarification, 9 full approval, 1 not approved

• 92 shifts (out of 120 requested)

ISOLDE

Distribution of requested shifts per topic
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HIE ISOLDE-
Miniball

13%

Laser 
Spectroscopy

51%

Solid State 
Physics

14%

Beam 
development

15%



Accepted shifts

• ISOLDE community is well-informed and not unhappy with situation

• The different experimental collaborations have different ways of 

managing proposals

• During scheduling, priorities are determined in consultation with 

collaborations considering factors such as:

• Scientific priorities

• Equipment availability

• PhD students waiting for data

• Technical developments

How to deal with this? (as discussed recently by INTC)

• All experiments will be automatically closed during LS3

• Review INTC policy during LS3

• Ranking proposals difficult due to scientific diversity

• Concern of workload and resource management of technical 

teams → best implemented during scheduling

• Ongoing projects to increase capacity of facility

Accepted shifts, situation in March 2024

Instruments

Instruments



Upcoming INTC meetings

Limit scope of upcoming meetings

• Meeting 12-13 November 2024 - Deadline: 2 October 2024 → Call for proposals will 

be sent out early next week.

• Low E (+ n_ToF)

• February 2025

• Only HIE-ISOLDE (+ n_ToF)

• Low E (addenda and) CLL ok.

• June 2025:

• n_ToF + ISOLDE winter physics (low E) – TBC

• CLL ok

• November 2025: cancelled


