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• OSPO: body for handling open-source software + hardware in 
Open Science Implementation Plan

• Mandate approved May 2023

• Deliverables from OSPO to OSPF in 2024
– KPIs – see Iris’s talk!
– Report

OSPO in OSPF Context

https://cds.cern.ch/record/2879995
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● Matthias Bonora (TE)

● Hamza Boukabache (HSE)

● Andriy Boychenko (HSE)

● Han Dols (KT)

● Philip Elson (BE)

● Alexander Yohei Huss (TH)

OSPO Representatives

● Micha Moskovic (RCS-SIS)

● Axel Naumann (EP) - Chair

● Joao Pequenao (IR)

● Javier Serrano (BE)

● Giacomo Tenaglia (IT)

● Vasilis Vlachoudis (SY)
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OSPO Members

• Appreciate immense support from SIS, KT, and IT
– Victoria Huisman Sigcha, IT student
– Iris Kyranou, SIS fellow
– Dane Tacchini, KT legal advisor
– Antonia Winkler, SIS doctoral



Achievements:

OSPO Inaugural Events
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Inaugural Event

• Festive Event at the Science Gateway

• 200 community members plus many remote (Zoom + Webcast)

• Setting the scene by Pippa Wells (Deputy DRC)

• Keynote presentations from NVIDIA, WHO, OSHWA

https://indico.cern.ch/event/1327562/
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Community Workshop

• Hybrid event with about 70 attendees

• OSPO presented its plan
– What we exist for
– What we want to do concretely, in 2024

• Solicited feedback from community
– LiveQnA, moved to OSPO Forum and addressed

• Bottom line: lot of enthusiasm at CERN!

https://indico.cern.ch/event/1327563/
https://ospo.web.cern.ch/tag/opening-event


Achievements:

Technical Work
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• Five requests received; all still “in flight”
– All concerning software (one also “gateware”)
– Provided guidance on procedure
– Collected information about project
– Consulted on license, due diligence question

• Community is (partially) aware; process seems helpful for projects

Requests to Open-Source



2024-06-19 OSPO Update / OSPF 13

Contributor License Agreements

• Received request for CERN to 
sign an institutional CLA

• Agreed on procedure with KT

• Got first CLA signed and 
uploaded into New-CDS

– Past CLAs will be integrated 
into New-CDS

https://new-cds.cern.ch/communities/opensource/records?q=metadata.subjects.subject%3A%22CLA%22&l=list&p=1&s=10&sort=newest
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Technical Website

• https://ospo.docs.cern.ch/

• CERN-wide official 
recommendations about 
procedures and best practices

• Consults on how to run open-
source projects, hardware-
specific aspects

• Public website: significant interest 
from outside CERN!

https://ospo.docs.cern.ch/


Achievements:

Outreach Work
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• Created https://opensource.cern

• Gateway to CERN’s open-source hardware and software
– Links to all relevant OSPO resources

Public Website

https://opensource.cern/
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• Created https://software.opensource.cern
– Created yes, but not yet available under that URL...

• Will invite CERN open-source software projects to submit

• Will serve as treasure trove for external parties
– Discover CERN open-source software projects!

• Following success of open-source hardware repository

Open-Source Software Catalogue

https://software.opensource.cern/
https://ohwr.org/
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• Invited as external advisor to UN open-source retreat
– Input on rationale for open source; policies-in-practice; on-

premises gitlab; license; etc
– Excellent reception, start of a love affaire?

• Invited to UN’s OSPOs for Good event
– Showcasing CERN’s potential in open source

UN

https://www.un.org/techenvoy/content/ospos-good-2024


Conclusion
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OSPO Since September 2023

• Departments invest 10% FTE each (IT and chair: 20%)

• Extremely productive 9 months
– Carried by incredible enthusiasm within CERN, from the outside 

– and also within the OSPO!

• Hopeful that OSPO can deliver KPIs and report by end of 2024!



Public-facing website

Technical documentation

Discussion forum

CERN OSPO

Just me

https://opensource.cern

https://ospo.docs.cern.ch

https://ospo.web.cern.ch

Open.Source@cern.ch

axel@cern.ch

Links + Contact

https://opensource.cern/
https://ospo.docs.cern.ch/
https://ospo.web.cern.ch/
mailto:Open.Source@cern.ch


2024-06-19 OSPO Update / OSPF 22


