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Who am i.
Where am i standing for.
Why am i doing this.
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ABOUT MYSELF : 
it all began ... on July 30, 1956



With granddad: fascination for the starry sky....



Raoul Servais…



My childhood years: hospitals and sanatoria



Bruno Ernst
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Godfather of Telescope Making
(in Belgium and the Netherlands)



Kutter telescope 1956…

© Digna Visse



Telescope making:  before and present
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Telescope making:  before and present
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Telescopemaking at school
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Telescope making:  before and present
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Telescopes at school
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On national TV in primetime
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Telescope making:  before and present
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European Astronaut Center Köln
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Schoolvisit European Astronaut Center
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The birth of SSVI: autumn 2014
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Stars Shine For Everyone – Les Etoiles Brillent pour 
Tout Le Monde – Sterren Schitteren Voor Iedereen
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Photo Bob Bronshoff
© Digna Visser

23

http://www.ssvi.be/


SSVI: www.ssvi.be

Affiches: Martin Dejonghe (NL)
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Ewine Van Dishoeck: pres. IAU 2018-2021
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SSVI: www.ssvi.be

Foto Bob Bronshoff New Scientist.nl

Gala of Astronomy Leiden 2019
closure year IAU 100 

Foto Bob Bronshoff New Scientist.nl
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T4All in Nepal with Sristi KC: BLIND ROCKS



Nigeria: Intern Displaced Persons
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SSVI - Science for Girls
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SSVI in Benin
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M-Lisada primary school Kampala Uganda
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Nicaragua – Bolivia – Chile…
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© El Mehdi Essaidi
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On The Moon Again21 in Nicaragua
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60 Bresser refractors received 2022
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Mirror 110mm Focal Distance 900mm
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70/700 Nano Refractors with elctr. eyepiece
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SSVI: www.ssvi.be

Univ. Genève; Claude Nicollier- Michel Mayor- Didier Queloz
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Belgian HSSIP selected candidates

42

• 583 applications (!)

• 24 selected candidates

• Linguistic distribution
• Communauté française 9

• Deutschprachige Gemeinschaft 1

• Vlaanderen 14

• Gender distribution
• Female 12

• Male 12



Beamline for Schools 2022



SSVI in a Box with Cloud Chamber (CERN)
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Telescopes BL4S 2024
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first light : photo with smartphone
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Telescopes BL4S 2024
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Telescopes BL4S 2024
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Education…Education…Education…
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SSVI: www.ssvi.be

Education…Education…Education…

Education is the most 
powerful weapon which 
you can use to change the 
world. Let there be work, 
bread, water and salt for 
all. No one is born hating 
another person because 
of the colour of his skin, 
or his background, or his 
religion.
(Nelson Mandela)
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