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FZU – Institute of Physics of the 
Czech Academy of Sciences
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• Part of the Czech Academy of Sciences
• FZU is the largest institute of the 

Academy – over 1150 employees
(~ 930 FTEs)

• 70 years of history 
• World-leading and internationally 

excellent scientific results



Czech Academy of Sciences
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• Largest research body in the Czech Republic, 
connecting the public research institutions

• 53 institutes covering all science fields

• More than 10 000 employees

• 15% of researchers in the Czech Republic, 
37% of outputs in international journals
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FZU –
Institute of Physics of the Czech Academy of Science
- One out of more than 50 institutes of the Czech Academy of Sciences (CAS)

- The largest institute of CAS

- About 9 % of whole CAS (in Sep 2025: 930 FTE FZU / 10500 FTE CAS)

- Operational budget: 1.5 billion CZK (60 million EUR) in year 2024

- Investment budget: 0.3 billion CZK (12 million EUR) in year 2024

- ELI Beamlines part of FZU until Jan 1, 2023 (~ 300 FTE, now ELI ERIC) 



FZU Sites
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PRAGUE

OLOMOUC

DOLNÍ BŘEŽANY

Joint Laboratory of 
Optics

HiLASE Centre

Slovanka 
       

Cukrovarnická



FZU Facilities
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FZU Slovanka

Joint Laboratory of Optics – FZU & UPOL

FZU – HiLASE Laser Center in Dolní Břežany

FZU Cukrovarnická



FZU History

7

• pre-history in 1930s – department at Charles University, Institute of Technical 
Physics

• officially established in 1954 as part of the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences

• 1979 – merged with the Institute of Solid State Physics (now FZU Cukrovarnická) 
and became the largest institute of the Academy

• After the Velvet revolution (1989) – reduction in size to about 60%

• 2007 – public research institution established

• 2015 – laser centres (ELI Beamlines and HiLASE) opened in Dolní Břežany
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