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Cyprus

Cyprus is an associated member state of CERN

- support for travel to CERN 
- easy access to Geneva (many daily flights) 
- and when not traveling, great weather throughout the year! 

University of Cyprus: 


-  the flagship institution of particle physics in Cyprus 
- located in the capital city, Nicosia 

UCY Experimental Particle Physics group: 
 
- Active in CMS since the beginning of the LHC  
  program

Cyprus in a nutshell
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UCY CMS Group 

Prof. Fotios Ptochos,                Prof. Halil Saka 
(also see his session today!) 
 
+ 2 Postdoctoral researchers 
+ 4 PhD Students 
+ fellow faculty members in theoretical particle physics 

We are active in multiple analysis/software/detector fronts: 
-  All BSM PAGs [EXO, B2G, SUS] 
- Tau/JME POGs 
- HCAL Subdetector (operations and Phase-2 upgrades) 
- Trigger/DAQ monitoring 

Close collaborations with multiple CMS institutions: 
   Rutgers University (USA), Brown University (USA),  
   University of Florida (USA), Helsinki Institute of Physics (Finland),  
   Institute of High Energy Physics (China), CERN, …
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New physics at the EWK scale?
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In resonances At high pT In jet distributions

MVA
EXO-21-018 EXO-19-002 SUS-23-015

EXO-21-002

https://cms-results.web.cern.ch/cms-results/public-results/publications/EXO-21-018/
https://cms-results.web.cern.ch/cms-results/public-results/publications/EXO-19-002/
https://cms-results.web.cern.ch/cms-results/public-results/preliminary-results/SUS-23-015/
https://cms-results.web.cern.ch/cms-results/public-results/publications/EXO-21-002/
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The three production modes, Wf, Zf, and ttf, are collectively referred to as Xf. For all pro-
duction modes, decays of f bosons only to electron, muon, or tau lepton pairs are consid-
ered, as described for the coupling to fermions by Eq. (3). The f decays are assumed to con-
serve lepton number and charge, f ! `+`�, where ` = e, µ, or t , and are taken to occur
at the production vertex. As this search targets multilepton signatures, the W and Z bosons
in Wf and Zf signal models are required to be leptonically decaying, whereas one of the
W bosons in the ttf signal model could be decaying hadronically. A complete decay chain
example is ttf ! (bW+)(b̄W�)(`+`�) ! (b`+n)(b̄qq̄)(`+`�) where b and q are the SM
bottom and light (up, down, strange, or charm) quarks, respectively, and ` (n) represents the
SM charged leptons (neutrinos). For Wf and Zf production modes only the leptonic decay
modes of W and Z bosons are considered. For the model-independent results, the branching
fractions B(f ! ``) into different flavors are considered as unconstrained parameters. In to-
tal, (3 + 3 + 2) ⇥ 3 = 24 modes are probed: three coupling structures (S, PS, and H) each for
the Wf and Zf production modes, two coupling structures (S and PS) for the ttf production
mode, and three decay modes for the f (ee, µµ, and tt). All production modes, coupling struc-
tures, and decay scenarios of the f boson are probed separately. This search targets f masses
between 15–350 GeV, excluding masses between 75–108 GeV for the f ! ee/µµ signal scenar-
ios because of high SM Z boson background contributions. The width of the f boson is taken
to be negligible compared to the experimental resolution in all signal models.

The Xf signal scenarios populate a large multilepton signature space in which at least one
lepton arises from the decay of the associated W or Z boson, or top quarks. Figure 1 illustrates
possible production and decay processes of Wf, Zf, and ttf that result in three- or four-lepton
final states. For f masses below the associated gauge boson (top quark) mass, the f boson
may also arise from a three-body decay of an on-shell gauge boson (top quark). The Wf signal
provides a signature with three leptons in the final state, primarily populating phase space
regions with low hadronic activity, significant ~pmiss

T , and no heavy-flavored jets. The Zf signal
produces a four-lepton signature, with similarly low hadronic activity and no heavy-flavored
jets, but with low ~pmiss

T . The ttf signal can yield three- or four-lepton signatures, depending
on the decay mode of the tt system, and populates the phase space with b jets, high hadronic
activity, and large ~pmiss

T arising from the decays of the top quarks.
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Figure 1: Example production and decay processes of Wf, Zf, and ttf signals producing
multilepton final states, where ` stands for electron, muon or tau lepton. Only leptonic decays
of W and Z bosons are considered for Wf and Zf signals, while for ttf signal W bosons from
top quark decay can also decay hadronically.

The search results are presented in terms of model-independent exclusions along with several
model-dependent interpretations. The model-independent results are presented for each of the
24 separate production and decay modes in terms of the product of the production cross section
and B(f ! ``). The model-dependent results are obtained from a subset of the experimental
channels. First, assuming a Higgs-like f production scenario, the Wf, Zf, or ttf events are
considered to be produced through mixing between the f and SM Higgs boson. Constraints
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New physics at the EWK scale?
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Scope and timeline
Run-3 dataset and Cyprus awaits you!

- A very rich experimental and BSM theory landscape with leptonic signatures 
- Even the well-established methods require rethinking to face the high-lumi era. 
- We have projects for a variety of skill sets and interests! 

The boilerplate: 
    A PhD in particle physics is required by the appointment start date.

    Position(s) will open by ~March 2025, 2 year initial duration  
    (stay tuned on inspirehep.net!, application through the UCY web portal) 
    Location: Primarily Cyprus, with frequent travel to CERN   
    Candidates are expected to lead group’s analysis efforts with Run-3 data. 
    Detector/operations involvement is encouraged (e.g. HCAL, Lumi,..) but not required. 
    For all inquiries, please contact halil.saka@cern.ch 

http://inspirehep.net
mailto:halil.saka@cern.ch

