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The initiative of the European Research Area (ERA) aims at creating a unified research and innovation space
across Europe. One of the key objectives of ERA is to promote open access to research results and data,
thus encouraging transparency, reproducibility, and wider dissemination of knowledge. In order to achieve
an alignment with this ERA objective (and others), the European Research Area National Action Plan (ERA-
NAP) supports the individual EU member states to contribute to a European Open Science infrastructure.

In this way, national measures for an open science infrastructure are promoted, which ultimately aim to create
an open science infrastructure within a European framework. Open Science policies are the means of choice
for the creation of such a structure at national level –because only they guarantee the joint endeavour to
bundle the interests and needs of all stakeholders.

In my presentation, I outline the goals and challenges of working on such a national Open Science policy
using the example of research data management in the Austrian Higher Education Area, which a working
group of the Austrian University Conference has addressed, in line with the ERA-NAP. How do different
types of universities define research data? What restrictions regarding openness do they wish to reserve for
themselves - and for what reasons? Up to what point can a framework policy form a common ground –and
at what point should individual standards be applied?

Tagline
This presentation outlines the objectives and challenges of working on a national policy for open research
data using the example of the Austrian Higher Education Area in line with the objectives of the European
Union.
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