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TheATLASMetadata Interface (“AMI”) was designed as a generic cataloguing system, and as such it has found
many uses in the experiment including software release management, tracking of reconstructed event sizes
and control of dataset nomenclature. In this paper we will discuss the primary use of AMI which is to provide
a catalogue of datasets (file collections) which is searchable using physics criteria.
The AMI dataset catalogues are filled from several sources:
- The Tier 0 database for raw data and first pass reconstruction.
- The Production System database for Monte Carlo and reprocessed data.
- The Distributed Data Management system.
- Direct input from the physicist community.
We will summarize the information taken from each source, and discuss the different mechanisms used to
obtain it.
By correlating information from different sources we can derive aggregate information which is important
for physics analysis; for example the total number of events contained in dataset, and possible reasons for
missing events such as a lost file.
Finally we will describe some specialized interfaces which were developed for the Data Preparation and repro-
cessing coordinators. These interfaces manipulate information from both the dataset domain held in AMI, and
the run-indexed information held in the ATLAS COMA application (Conditions and Configuration Metadata).
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