
My experience contributing to Open Source

Feat. CPython & Babel



About me
Full-Stack Software Engineer @ CERN

Interested in Python, Web, Programming languages, parsers ..

I sometimes contribute to Open Source



About my current
work

Indico
We are Open Source

But we also rely on other
Open-source Software



My motivations
I get to work on things I find interesting

To give back to projects we depend on in Indico



Babel
The internationalization (i18n) library for Python

format_date(dt, locale='en_GB')
# 21 February 2025
format_date(dt, locale='cs_CZ')
# 21. února 2025





Babel
First contributed because of Indico

.. and then just continued doing it





CPython
The reference Python implementation

It's on GitHub!

https://github.com/python/cpython


CPython



CPython



CPython
Got to work on many exciting
parts of CPython

Interpreter internals

Interactive REPL

Parser

Standard Library

...



CPython
... and security vulnerabilities?



CPython



What I learned
Contributing is a two way street - The PR is not everything

Be patient - Most people do this in their free time

Start slow and build trust over time

Adapt to the project - Each project works differently and has different needs



I'd like to contribute, where do I start?






