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introduction

★ The Musée Curie today

★ From lab to museum (1914-2025)

★ Overview of Musée Curie collections and thematics

★ Perspectives
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Today : the Musée Curie
★ A free museum of history of science in a historic and 

memorial site: the Radium Institute of Paris

★ Public/private institution : Institut Curie / IN2P3

★ Missions : conservation, study, and sharing of the 

collections

★ A team of nine people behind all these activities…
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Yesterday : the radium Institute of Paris
★ Created in 1914 by the 

Pasteur Institute and the 

Sorbonne 

★ Two laboratories for 

studying radiation: Curie 

and Pasteur 

★ The Curie Foundation 

since 1921
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Telling a family scientific history...
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...and a collective one



History of science
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History of health
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Radium history



From lab to museum
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1959

1967

1995

2012

creation of the AJC: 

preservation of heritage, 

conferences, exhibitions

A first exhibit space is 
built at the entrance of 
the lab

A museum is officially 
created

renovation and 

expansion of the 

museum 1967

années 1990



The “historical rooms” : the office
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The “historical rooms” : the chemistry lab
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★ Decontaminated in 1981 

thanks to funding from the 

League Against Cancer

★ Today: partly authentic, 

partly a copy of the original 

lab



The collections
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★ Over 1,000 objects, only 

a small portion of which 

are on display 

★ Scientific instruments, 

furniture, chemicals, 

everyday objects...



The archives 
and library
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★ Photo collections 

★ Historical press review

★ Archives of the Radium 

Institute, the Curie 

Foundation, and private 

collections 

★ The historical library

Consulting our

inventory on the 

web



Cultural mediation at the heart of our project
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Who is our typical visitor ?
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A woman
57,8% 40,4% 1,7%

*audience study by Gaëlle Lesaffre, 2022

relatively young

Non-french

And a lot of schools and institutional groups as well…

With a university degree
(57,6%)



Perspectives : the sky is the limit…?
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Thanks for your attention ! 
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Come visit us in Paris… and check out our website and blog !

https://musee-curie-fr.translate.goog/?_x_tr_sl=fr&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=fr&_x_tr_pto=wapp&_x_tr_hist=true
https://musee-curie-fr.translate.goog/blog?_x_tr_sl=fr&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=fr&_x_tr_pto=wapp&_x_tr_hist=true

