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What is the BGR?

* Board of Governmental
Representatives (e.g. ministerial
representatives, but also some
scientists) for the Einstein
Telescope Project

 Established in 2021, 2-3 meetings peryear, eetings sofr.

* Next meeting in February 2026. »\»\}\m\\\\\\\\m
* “Informal proto-council” of a future Einstein Telescope Wi WL YUl
 Uptonow: 11 countries (10 Members, 1 Observer) T
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ET BGR MEMBERS (1)

BELGIUM (BE)

Director Economy,

Lionel Bonjean (Delegate) SPW Service Public de Wallonie lionel.bonjean @spw.wallonie.be
Employment, Research

Hans Plets (Delegate) ET-Vlandereen Hans.Plets@fwo.be

Laurent Ghys (Delegate) BELSPO Belgian Science Policy Office  laurent.ghys@belspo.be

CROATIA (HR)

Director-General Directorate for Ministry of Science and

j i MZOM hrvoje. tri .h
Hrvoje Mestric (Delegate) Science and Technology Education voje.mestric@mzom.hr
. Directorate for Science and Ministry of Science and . -
Jelena llic-Dreven (Delegate) MZOM g elena.ilicdreven@mzom.hr
Technology Education
Vibor Jeli¢ (Expert) IRB Ruder Boskovi¢ Institute vibor@irb.hr

GERMANY (DE)

Eckart Lilienthal (Head of Federal Ministry of Research,

Delegation) BMFTR e T T Eckart.Lilienthal@bmftr.bund.de
Stefanie Joerres (Delegate) BMFTR Federal Ministry of Research, Stephanie.Joerres@bmftr.ound.de
Technology and Space
FRAN CE (FR)
Susana Gota-Goldmann Ministry of higher Education,  susana.gota-
MESRI .
(Delegate) Research and Innovation goldmann@recherche.gouv.fr
Stefano Panebianco MESRI Ministry of higher Educ;atlon, stefano.panebianco@recherche.gouv.fr \\ \\\\\\‘ h\\\\\\\\“\\‘
(Delegate) Research and Innovation ,'," 7,,
: .44 4 /// m
CNRS Centre natlorTal de la patrice.verdier@in2p 3.fr /// l/l/l/‘ A 1
recherche scientifique
EINSTEIN
GREECE (GR) TELESCOPE
Konstantinos Fountas President of the CERN Council  CERN Costas.Fountas@cern.ch BGR

(Delegate)
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ET BGR MEMBERS (2)

ITALY (IT)

Ettore France;co Sequi MUR Ministry of Universities and ettore.sequi@gmail.com
(Head of Delegation) Research
Lamberto Moruzzi (Alternate MUR Ministry of Universities and

: lamberto.moruzi@mur.gov.it
to Head of Delegation) Research

Marica Branchesi (Expert) GSSI Gran Sasso Science Institute ~ Marica.Branchesi@gssi.it

NETHERLANDS (NL)

Directorate science and MINOCW Ministry of Education, Culture

m.m.p.lieshout@minocw.nl
research policy and Science p.li ut@minocw

Mirjam Lieshout (Delegate)

Sjoerd Sjoerdsma (Expert) NIKHEF s.sjoerdsma@nikhef.nl

POLAND (PL)

Ministry of Science and Higher

Education michal.rybinski@mnisw.gov.pl

Michal Rybinski (Delegate) Head of Unit MNISW

Ministry of Science and Higher

Dariusz.Drewniak@mnisw.gov.pl
Education @ gov-p

DETTTEY A LB G EEEI I Counsellor general MNISW

Vice Director-General for

(O ETINET ENATITET N CEER I International Consortia, Ministry of Science, inmaculada figuero a@ciencia.gob.es

of Delegation) Organisations & Research Innovation and Universities
Infrastructures
Esther Martin Malagon S.G. Int. of Science & Innovation Ministry. of Sciencet, .. esther.martinm@ciencia.gob.es \\ \\\\\\‘ h\\\\\\\\\\\\‘
(Delegate) Innovation and Universities ""' 7,, m
4 4 4/
i Yl A
UNITED KINGDOM (UK)

. . ) EINSTEIN
Christopher Matthews Head of International Research | - Dier el T ie) Science, christopher.matthews@dsitgov.uk TELESCOPE
(Delegate) Infrastructures Innovation & Technology
Yi Luo (Detegate) Senior Policy Officer Research DSIT Departmentfor Science, yi.luo@dsit.gov. uk BGR

Infrastructures Innovation & Technology
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ET BGR OBSERVERS

AUSTRIA (AT)

Federal Ministry of
Stefan Hanslik Head of Unit BMWFW Women, Science and stefan.hanslik@bmbwf.gv.at
Research

Federal Ministry of

Florian Brandt BMWFW Women, Science and florian.brandt@bmbwf.gv.at
Research

CHAIRS

Lodewijk Smoor ETBGR Co-Chair MINOCW

Ministry of Education,
Culture and Science
Ministry of Universities
and Research

SECRETARIAT

Belgian Science Policy
Office

Ministry of Universities
and Research

lodewijk.smoor@minocw.nl

Roberto Cimino ET BGR Co-Chair MUR roberto.cimino@mur.gov.it

Jerome Pourbaix ETBGR Secretariat BELSPO Jerome.POURBAIX@belspo.be

Maria Rachele Nocera ETBGR Secretariat MUR MariaRachele.Nocera@mur.gov.it

)\)\,\\\\\\ AN
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BGR
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COORDINATOR ET PROJECT AND SHERPA:

Jorgen D’Hondt (NIKHEF) jdhondt@nikhef.nl

Antonio Zoccoli (INFN) antonio.Zoccoli@bo.infn.it

Marco Pallavicini ~ (INFN) marco.pallavicini@ge.infn.it
ET PROJECT DIRECTORATE

Fernando Ferroni  (GSSI) fernando.ferroni@romail.infn.it

Andreas Freise (NIKHEF) a.freise@nikhef.nl

NN
Ieses ap
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BGR in the ET governance

ETO Directorate

BGR Strategic coordination and
Site selection: Board of Goye rnmental management
Legal entity; Representatives (BGR) * ET Roadmap

* Technical Design Reports

Financial framework

* Site Evaluation Reports
ET coordinators ET Coordinators Technical Plan report

Coordinate the EU project - ESFRI Organisation report
* Budget report

: ETO
Host Consortia : .
*  Feasibility studies civil Directorate and Depts . ScieE';:;ic?zilé?:r? ration
engineering, installations - Detector design
* Feasibility studies subsurface . Requirements
* Feasibility studies environment «  Common stané:lards
and legal
ET Host o
) ET Collaboratio 1 SRR
Consortia (ETC) U1
(EMR and TETI) iMilA
ZINSTEIN
. _—_ESCOPE
BGR
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The ET-BGR Scope and purpose (from ToR):

1. The ET BGR, is established as strategic forum to discuss and agree in consultation with the ET coordinators on
the progress and process of realizing ET. The BGR can invite the coordinators to a meeting.

2. The ET BGR shall among others prepare, discuss, negotiate, and approve the documents needed for the setting
up of the ET legal entity.

3. ET BGR will especially aim to reach consensus on:

e the procedure to select the host country for the ET, including what kind of information will be needed for the
selection procedure;

e the Ic.-:-gal rr.IodeI, governance strL.Jcture anfll four?ding documents; )\)}\}\}\; S“““‘
e the financial plan and the draft internal financial rules; ////I/I/I/A'MW”

* policy papers; EINSTEIN
. . . N . TELESCOPE
e the procedure for selection and appointment of the Interim Executive Director when needed;

BGR
e any other issues deemed necessary by the ET BGR and its members.

The ET BGR and its rules are valid until they are replaced by other rules, or until the ET BGR terminates and any
other interim or final ET governance boards, under the approved ET legal model, are set up.

Project: 101079696 — ET-PP — HORIZON-INFRA-2021-DEV-02
Grant agreement: N2 101079696

February 16 -17, 2026, Sapienza, University of Rome
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The ET-BGR has established a Site Selection Criteria Working Group

Section 1: Scope and purpose

1. The Working Group on Site Selection Criteria, hereafter referred to as the ‘WG, is
established as an advisory body to the Board of Governmental Representatives for the ET,
hereafter referred to as the ‘BGR..

2. The WG shall provide a draft execution plan to the BGR on the site selection procedure

for the ET that ensure its fairness and transparency. This will include:
e the identification and the definition of the criteria to take into account,
e theirrespective weighting,
e the decision procedure,
e timeframe and intermediate steps||

Wi VUL

EINSTEIN
TELESCOPE

BGR
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At the 10" meeting, in October2025 ET-BGR has established The ET- Project timeline

Date

Action

28-29 Jan. 2026 tbc

BGR meeting (BE)

Early May 2026

Report on site selection criteria by SiSe WG

29-30 June 2026 tbc

BGR meeting (DE) tbc

End Sept./early Oct.
2026

Geometry comparison report by ETO
Bidbook template by (tbc)

26-27 Oct. 2026

BGR meeting (ES or IT)

Project: 101079696 — ET-PP — HORIZON-INFRA-2021-DEV-02 February 16 _17’ 2026, Sapienza, University Of Rome

Dec. 2026 Open of call for tenders
June 2027 Closing of call for tenders (or earlier if all sites are ready earlier) »)\‘\\“ AN
Q32027 Site selection decision (after review by international panel) 0/
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At the 10" meeting, in October2025 ET-BGR has established The ET- Project timeline

Date

Action

28-29 Jan. 2026 tbc

BGRmeeting (BE) 3, 53/24 Feb, 2026

Early May 2026

Report on site selection criteria by SiSe WG

29-30 June 2026 tbc

BGR meeting (DE) tbc

End Sept./early Oct.
2026

Geometry comparison report by ETO
Bidbook template by (tbc)

26-27 Oct. 2026

BGR meeting (ES or IT)

Project: 101079696 — ET-PP — HORIZON-INFRA-2021-DEV-02 February 16 _17’ 2026, Sapienza, University Of Rome
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=
Commissioning/
BGR decides on Geometry comparison Closing call for tenders first Operation
timeline Report by ETO (or sooner if sites are ready)

Report on site selection ) i ..
Criteria by SiSe WG Open call for tenders Site selection decision

(after review by
international panel)
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While the decision process, the setting of the legal framework, the

agreement and collection of the different member state contributions,
etc, Is ongoing:

* R&D should proceed swiftly and effectively.

 Coordination between different R&D’s funded at national lever should
be best coordinated and should span on all needed topics and
technological challenges

* Collaboration with industries should be promoted to be ready with the
best possible solution before production/installation.

 AllR&D and implementation should look at sustainability issues.

* Scientific diplomacy must operate to promote the best scientific AR AR
solution for the Einstein Telescope scientific case and maintain and ));,}ZWJWIJ
reinforce the existing interest and community now behind the ET project. e EINSTEIN

BGR

Project: 101079696 — ET-PP — HORIZON-INFRA-2021-DEV-02
Grant agreement: N2 101079696

February 16 -17, 2026, Sapienza, University of Rome



. . .. Einstein Telescope Research Infrastructure:
Based onthe BGR presentation @ the 4th ET Annual Meeting 2025 Opatija. chuienges and Long-Term sustainability

Take away messages
The BGR is the forum on the level of national ministries to discuss and agree in consultation
with the ET coordinators on the progress and process of realizing ET.

Topics that are on the BGR agenda include ETO mandate, as presented by the
Coordinators, ETO Workplan, Legal Entity and the site selection process

All Members of the ETC are welcome to refer to their BGR members for
questions/suggestions.

Members of the ETC not represented in the BGR, are welcome to ask their governments

to join it if they want to confirm the interest of their respective countries by formally
participating in the ET project. »))\f\\\\m\\\\\\\\m
/

i Y WU

EINSTEIN
TELESCOPE

Participation in the BGR supposes cash and in-kind contributions to the ET project BGR
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