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USLUEC Quality of Life Subcommittee

Goals
* Facilitate US community to contribute effectively to the LHC program
* Inform US LHC Users about developments affecting living, working at CERN
* Pay particular attention to well-being of Early Career Scientists
* Develop and maintain channels of communication within the US community

Activities
* Maintain relations with CERN Users Office, ACCU (Advisory Committee of CERN
Users), Host State Relations
* Maintain relations with U.S. State Dept, Permanent Mission to Geneva
* Report changes that affect travel, living conditions for U.S. LHC Users
* Maintain Relocation Guide
* https://uslua.org/resources/relocation/

(Information on housing, visas, insurance, etc.)
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Health Insurance (Long Stay)

Health Insurance Costs at CERN (Allianz)
* Significant Increase in premiums for 2025 (17% after negotiations)
* Huge increase for 65+ age group (~80%)
* Driven by inflation + smaller pool of clients + 3 oncology cases
UNIQA no longer a CERN option
Helsana not covering Hopital de la Tour (User beware!)
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Health Insurance (Short Stay)

Problem
* Travel insurance does not cover occupational accidents

Potential Solution (starting March 2026)

A real issue during LS3
HIS signatories often not aware of this potential problem

New travel insurance + occupational accident coverage package

Cost: 96.50 CHF / month

Coverage up to 90 days within any 180 day period

No age limit, but not for holders of Swiss Legitimation card

Emergency coverage up to 75,000 CHF

Lump-sum benefits: 75,000 CHF disability, 10,000 CHF accidental death
Reimbursement within 5 days, hospital guarantee within 2 hours
Maternity coverage in case of complications
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Travel Requirements

* Electronic Travel Authorization (ETA) for UK
* https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-an-electronic-travel-authorisation-eta
* Required for travel to and threugh U.K.

* European Travel Information and Authorisation System (ETIAS) for EU
* https://travel-europe.europa.eu/etias/what-etias_en
* Needed for all of Europe, delayed until last quarter of 2026.

* Entry/Exit System (EES) for Schengen

* https://travel-europe.europa.eu/ees
» Started Oct 2025, data collection gradually introduced at border crossing points

* Full implementation by 10 April 2026

* Swiss Legitimation card holders to be exempt (travel for research)
* Visa C (> 8 days, gainful employment)

* https://visas-fr.tlscontact.com/en-us/country/us

5 USLUEC Quality of Life Subcommittee - S. Goldfarb USLUA Annual Meeting, SLAC, 18 Dec 2024


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-an-electronic-travel-authorisation-eta
https://travel-europe.europa.eu/etias/what-etias_en
https://travel-europe.europa.eu/ees

European Travel Information and Authorisation System

* Your ETIAS travel authorisation is valid for three years or
until the travel document you used in your application
expires - whichever comes first.

* Itis for short-term stays: a valid ETIAS travel authorisation
entitles you to stay in the European countries requiring
ETIAS for up to 90 days within any 180-day period.

* You must be in possession of a valid ETIAS travel
authorisation during your entire stay. You can leave and
come back at any time, as long as you respect this time
limit.

y ¢

Liechtenstein Luxembourg Malta Andorra Gibraltar Monaco San Marino Vatican City
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Other Items

CERN Registration
* Non-Binary now allowed for CERN Registration
* If specified as such on passport
* EDH form for French card application:
* https://usersoffice.web.cern.ch/french-card-application-nnpf
* EDH Annual self declaration:
* https://usersoffice.web.cern.ch/annual-self-declaration-users-coass-and-viscs

Other Resources
* Darin Acosta’s Student Orientation Guide:
https://github.com/acostad/acostad.github.io/blob/main/NewStudentOrientationAtCERN.pdf
* ATLAS & CMS Guides:
https://twiki.cern.ch/twiki/bin/view/Main/USCMSProjectOfficeCERN
http://www.usatlas.bnl.gov/twiki/bin/view/Support/CERNVisitorinfo
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