
 

Practical info 

VENUE AND ARRIVAL 
The meeting will take place in Santa's Hotel Tunturi, Lutontie 16, 99830 Saariselkä, Finland 

https://santashotels.fi/en/meetings/saariselka/  

 

Figure 1: Santa’s hotel Tunturi 

Saariselkä is a village and a tourism/outdoor activity region in the very north of Finland. It is part 
of Inari municipality. Two touristic links:  

https://laplandnorth.fi/en/about-the-area/saariselka/ 
https://laplandnorth.fi/en/2022/02/04/bucket-list-saariselka-winter/ 

There are flights from Helsinki to Ivalo airport. From the airport you can take a bus or taxi to the 
hotel (30 km / 30 min by bus). The buses connect to every Finnair flight to Ivalo. 

The bus schedule will be published here at the end of February: 
https://www.eskelisen.fi/en/airport-and-railway-station-transfers/.  

Tickets can be paid at the bus with cash or card, or in advance here: 
https://www.eskelisen.fi/en/ . 
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ACCOMODATION 
We have blocked 50 rooms for CHATS 2026 participants in Tunturi hotel. These are Economy or 
Standard rooms, located in a separate “Ahma” building, 240 m away from main building.  

Hotel room prices: 
1-person room 98,18 eur / day / room  

2-person room 123,81 eur / day / room  

Price includes breakfast, customer saunas and gym, wifi and VAT 

Hotel room booking site:  https://santashotels.fi/en/, using the allotment code shared in 
abstract acceptance email and registration confirmation. The code is valid until February 6, 
2026, and for stay dates between March 8-13, 2026 (inclusive). 

FREE CANCELLATION for hotel room booking 14 days before the event 

     

 

Figure 2: Economy and standard rooms, and walking directions from the Ahma building to hotel main building. 

https://santashotels.fi/en/


 

WEATHER 
March is still winter in Saariselkä. Sun starts to shine more, and it is not so cold anymore, so it is 
among the best periods for skiing and other outside activities.  

Average temperatures from statistics: Highest during day -3 °C, lowest during night  -13 °C. Take 
warm shoes and warm clothes! Some hints here about dressing up: 
https://www.visitfinland.com/en/articles/what-to-wear-in-finland-during-winter/  

(Inside the buildings temperature is normal, around +20 °C). 

 

Figure 3: Example of suitable winter clothes :) 

MEETING AND SOCIAL PROGRAM 
The meeting room will be in Tunturi hotel, the exact room will be confirmed later.  

The up-to-date time table is in Indico: https://indico.cern.ch/event/1592716/timetable/#all 

 

Figure 4: One of the suitable meeting room options.  

https://www.visitfinland.com/en/articles/what-to-wear-in-finland-during-winter/
https://indico.cern.ch/event/1592716/timetable/#all


 

Mon 9.3.2026 
Registration and welcome reception in the evening in restaurant Pirkon Pirtti, in Piilopirtti 
room at 17:00-19:00. The place is about 1 km from the hotel. 

Address: Honkapolku 2 99830 Saariselkä, p. +358 16 668 050, https://pirkonpirtti.fi 

 

Figure 5: Piilopirtti space in Pirkon pirtti restaurant.  

 

Figure 6: Walking instructions from Tunturi hotel to Pirkon pirtti. This is 1 km and according to google maps 14 min. 

https://pirkonpirtti.fi/


 

Tue 10.3.2026:   
Meeting 8:25 – 17:35, two coffee breaks and lunch is included.  

Wed 11.3.2026 
Meeting 8:30 – 17:10, two coffee breaks and lunch is included.  

Social dinner in restaurant Kaunispään huippu, https://www.kaunispaanhuippu.fi/english/. 

The restaurant is located on top of the fell, 2.3 km from the hotel, and we will have a bus 
transport. 

Thu 12.3.2026: 
Meeting 8:30 – 12:30, one coffee break included, followed by lunch 12:30 – 13:30. 

 

 

Figure 7: Kaunispään huippu restaurant for social dinner on Wed March 11th.  

https://www.kaunispaanhuippu.fi/english/


 

TOURISTIC ACTIVITIES 
Saariselkä has very good cross-country ski tracks, winter walking tracks, lifts for downhill ski, 
and a long toboggan slope. The Urho Kekkonen national park starts very close to the hotel, and 
it is very easy to access these activities. Equipment can be rented from Saariselkä 
keskusvaraamo: https://saariselka.com/en/equipment-rental/ .  

AURORA BOREALIS? 
It is possible to see Aurora Borealis in March. Below is a randomly selected English resource on 
the topic: https://www.lapland.fi/visit/aurora-hunter-excursion-essentials/ 
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