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TESTING

(in Ukrainain: eunnpobyeaHHs)

macro level:
the Soviet Union was a large-scale
experiment in building a new society,
i.e. by the means of technological
modernization

meso level:
the Soviet experiment “tested”
Ukrainian citizens. Technologies offered
new opportunities, but had a great cost
in effort and suffering

micro level:

Consumers therefore had to test Soviet
goods after purchase and maodify their
parts to achieve smooth functioning.
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Methodological Framework

e Henri Lefebvre’s theory of the production of social space
(space is not neutral; it is constructed for specific purposes)
e The Social Construction of Technology (SCOT) by Wiebe Bijker and Trevor Pinch
(social processes influence the construction of technologies at the design stage)
e Arjun Appadurai’s theory of the social life of things
(objects have social lives insofar as they generate contexts)
e Actor—-Network Theory (ANT) by Bruno Latour
(objects are actors, just like humans, and the production of knowledge emerges through

their interactions)
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Archival documents
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How does this contribute
to a better understanding
of Soviet Ukraine?

The needs of society,
realized through
technology, undermine
Soviet ideology.

Soviet ideology drives
technological
modernization

Technology is not neutral.

It is the result of social
construction.

Technology influences
society. Society adapts
technology to its needs.

Society adapts
technology to its needs.
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Advertisement for Soviet tape recorders and a
cartoon mocking fans of Western music



Research into the production of
photographic equipment

Portraying Kyiv with
the ‘Kiev’:

The Social Impact of the
Production of
Photographic Equipment
in Twentieth-Century

Ukraine

Research into the “testing” of
photographic equipment




Production of “Kiev” cameras
began at the Arsenal factory in 1947,
based on technology and equipment
from the German Carl Zeiss concern,
which had been brought from Jena.

German specialists carried out the
planning, preparation, and launch of
production, as well as the training of
local personnel.
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Social practices of Soviet
vernacular photography

Soviet officials promoted the
development of amateur
photography, as it was assumed
that everyday photographers
would reflect the heroic picture
of building a socialist society.

In practice, it turned out that
Soviet citizens used
photography to create private
visual spaces that were almost
completely devoid of ideological
content.
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