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CERN Archives
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• The CERN Archives has materials from CERN’s founding in the early 

1950s until the present day.

• Collections are scientific, technical, and administrative documents, 

relating to:

• CERN Council, which is the decision-making authority of the 

Organization, composed by delegates of all its 24 Member States; 

• Administration and management; 

• Accelerators, detectors, and facilities: planning, construction and 

operation; 

• Research facilities, experiment collaborations; 

• Theoretical and experimental physics;  

• Technologies: computing, electronics, vacuum, cryogenics, etc.; 

• CERN's social and cultural life; 

• World Wide Web collection.

CERN-PHOTO-5506154, CERN-PHOTO-550619. First 

stone laying ceremony with Felix Bloch, DG and Max Petitpierre.
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Formats

We mostly hold paper documents, but also : drawings ; blueprints ; film reels ; photographs ; small 
number of objects.
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23 June 

2025 CERN-ARCH-CHIP. Agreement signature, 15 February 1952. 
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CERN-PHOTO-6411017. Giuseppe and 

Maria Fidecaro inside the spark chamber apparatus

.. 
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Wolfgang Pauli Collection

• The CERN Archives also has custody of the 

Pauli Archive. 

• Wolfgang Pauli was awarded the Nobel 

Prize in 1945 for the discovery of the 

Exclusion Principle, also called the Pauli 

Principle.

• From 1928 until his death in 1958 Wolfgang 

Pauli was a professor at the Eidgenössische 

Technische Hochschule (ETH) Zürich.
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PAULI-ARCHIVE-PHO-014-1. 

Wolfgang Pauli and Albert Einstein working together.
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Wolfgang Pauli Collection

• Private collection of scientific 

books, reprints, correspondence 

and manuscripts.

• The Pauli Archive also includes 

many photographs, Pauli's Nobel 

Prize, and other scientific awards. 
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Physical Extent

CERN & Pauli Archives hold approximately 2 linear kilometres of materials, housed in ~16,000 document 
boxes.

Approximately 15% of our holdings have been digitized.
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• Update OC3 to incorporate CERN 
data privacy regulations and digital 
records

• Digitize collections

• Improve archival descriptions and 
metadata

• Collect and process new materials

Current Focus
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If you have materials related to CERN’s 
history that you would like to transfer to 
the Archives, we would be delighted to 
hear from you!
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Consult Our Collections
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Scientists Connected to 
Pauli

• Scientists active before CERN’s foundation, 
which were part of Pauli’s intellectual and 
professional network

• Lev Landau

• George Gamow

• Maurice Goldhaber

• Archival materials:

• Correspondence

• Nobel Prize nomination records

• References in manuscripts
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PAULI-ARCHIVE-PHO-149. Wolfgang Pauli and Maurice Goldhaber.
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CERN-ARCH-PLC. Pauli’s letter to the Nobel Committee, nominating Landau. 
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Scientists Directly 
Involved at CERN

• Scientists born in Ukraine who became 
active members of CERN

• Georges Charpak

• Archival materials:

• Scientific and technical reports

• Administrative records

• Photographs and institutional 

documentation
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CERN-PHOTO-SPECIAL_X-BC00219_0179. Young Charpak. 
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17Olivia Mandica-Hart | CERN ArchivesCERN-ARCH-GC-01-007. Charpak’s first publications.

CERN-ARCH-DG-CR-2-3-1325. Charpak’s Nobel Award. 
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CERN-PHOTO-7304303, CERN-PHOTO-7304287. Multi-wire proportional 

chamber with Georges Charpak, 24 April 1973.  
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Scientists with Strong 
Ties to Ukraine
• Not born in Ukraine, but connected through scientific 

schools, institutions, or collaborations

• Nikolai Bogolyubov

• Lived and studied in Kyiv, mentioned in Pauli 

Manuscript collection

Victor Weisskopf

• Worked in Kharkiv between 1928 and 1938

• Promoted international collaboration, including Eastern 

Europe and Ukraine

• Archival materials:

• Correspondence

• Scientific exchanges

• Administrative and policy documents
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CERN-PHOTO-7903294 Presentation by Victor 

Weisskopf at the Albert Einstein centenary, March 1979. 
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Focus on formal relations between CERN and Ukraine, documenting modern scientific 
cooperation

• ALICE collaboration agreement (1993)

• LHCb collaboration agreement (2001)

• Partnerships with Ukrainian research institutions

Archival materials:

• Legal agreements

• Official correspondence

• Administrative and governance records

Institutional and Administrative Collaboration with 
Ukraine
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