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Sites can be at a different tier levels for different experiments.

Given the separate VO and TierN scope tags (e.g. “alice”, “tier2” etc) this fact 

was not expressible

GGUS needs to know the tier level(s) to allow tickets to be opened for sites at 

a given level, for a given WLCG experiment.

The ambiguity could cause sites to be erroneously included.

Motivation



Hierarchical scope tags

The proposal from WLCG was to replace the individual ‘VO’ and ‘TierN’ scope 

tags with combined ‘VO.TierN’ scope tags.

i.e. the combination of the two sets:
• {"alice", "atlas", "belle", "cms", "dune", "lhcb"}

• {"tier0", "tier1", "tier2", "tier3"}

For example:
• alice.tier1

• lhcb.tier2

• etc
wlcg scope tag would remain as a generic catch-

all tag for sites/services to be used to gain an 

overall view of the WLCG infrastructure.



1. Announce to the community to prepare for this change. ✓

a. Presentation at EGI Operations and a follow up broadcast to their 

Operational Tools and CERN NGI Managers

2. Announce to sites that their scope tags will be changed. ✓

a. 23rd September

3. The GOCDB team works directly in the database for the initial new scope 

tags. ✓

a. 7th October, the work was done in preproduction before this to facilitate 

testing.

Timeline



4. Transition period begins: if a site needs to update their scope tags they will 

have to maintain both the old and new sets. ✓

5. Transition period ends, all Operational tools expected to be using the new 

scope tags 

6. Shortly after the end of the transition period, old scope tags are renamed 

(i.e. ‘alice-deprecated’) and ultimately deleted in GOCDB two weeks later.

Proposed Timeline



Confirmed via Maarten Litmaath that no impact is foreseen to CRIC.

Confirmed with EGI Operations and their infrastructure tools that no impact is 

foreseen.

Changes may be needed if a VO is querying the GOCDB API directly, specifically 

using the individual VO or tierN scope tags in their queries, e.g.:

• Retrieving all sites supporting alice 

• Retrieving all Tier1 sites

Are changes needed to VO workflows?



Retrieving all sites supporting alice (for example)

/gocdbpi/public/?method=get_site&scope=alice

becomes

/gocdbpi/public/?method=get_site&scope=alice.tier0,alice.tier1,alice.tier2,alice.tier3&scope_match=any

Retrieving all Tier1 (for example) sites

/gocdbpi/public/?method=get_site&scope=tier1

becomes

/gocdbpi/public/?method=get_site&scope=alice.tier1,atlas.tier1,belle.tier1,cms.tier1,dune.tier1,lhcb.tier1&

scope_match=any

Changes to API parameters



Are changes needed to any VO workflows because of this change?

If so, is it possible to enact those changes by 18 Nov, so the GOCDB team 

can deprecate and remove the individual VO and TierN scope tags before the 

winter break?

EGI Change Control to track discussions about the change: IMSCHM-317

Next steps and questions to VOs

https://jira.egi.eu/browse/IMSCHM-317
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