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I never planned to stay!
...but that didn’t make the transition easier
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Moved to Geneva (May)
• Fresh start, new country
• Finding an apartment takes time – especially when unemployed with no Swiss 

salary history

Lived on unemployment benefits for 6 months (May-October)
• German unemployment could be exported to Switzerland via a bilateral 

agreement (PDU2 form)
• This let me job search in Switzerland while still receiving income

Started job search in July
• My unemployment advisor: «Nothing moves in summer, people are on holiday.»
• Used July-August to study, upskill and interview prep

The real constraints



The brutal reality...
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The brutal reality...

+150 
Applications

42
Confirmed rejections

Don’t take it personally if it doesn’t work out



The brutal reality...

26
Processes w/ multi rounds 

interviews 
& technical stages

4
Applications I withdrew from

1
Signed offer

(January 2024)

9
Take-home projects

Don’t compare timelines – your path is yours

+150 
Applications

42
Confirmed rejections



Finding a job 
is a job

What helped me

Explored many options: 
some resonated, some didn’t

Attended career events
(even during my MSc)

Talked to people who made
the transition – CERN Alumni, 

Linkedin, coffee chats

I gave myself a routine; 
set a schedule, show up every day

• What type of environment would I thrive in?

• Am I interested in a particular 
industry? Any particular company?

• What can I do? What do I want to do?



Finding a job 
is a job

What helped me

Practised explaining my
achievements without jargon

Changing the CV: 
lead with skills and impact

Mock interviews matter 
more than you think

Took on projects and volunteering
where my skills were needed

• Analytic skills, problem-solving, independence
• Connect your work with industry concepts

• Have examples to prove your soft skills
• Imposter syndrome is real - acknowledge it
• ...but be humble and don’t judge

• Prepare, prepare, prepare
• Technical aspect AND business concepts
• It’s OK not to fulfill all the requirements, 

but be honest

• Play the long game, take time to learn what 
you like and what you are good at

There is no universal map!

Explored many options: 
some resonated, some didn’t

Attended career events
(even during my MSc)

Talked to people who made
the transition – CERN Alumni, 

Linkedin, coffee chats

I gave myself a routine; 
set a schedule, show up every day

• What type of environment would I thrive in?

• Am I interested in a particular 
industry? Any particular company?

• What can I do? What do I want to do?



• Expecting the PhD to be enough: showing up underprepared and overconfident

• Waiting to feel ready - for the perfect role, for enough skills - instead of just starting

• Applying based on job titles, without understanding whether the actual role matched my skills

• Thinking I had no leverage:  forgetting that I was also evaluating them

• Filtering out roles based on title: missing good opportunities labelled differently

• Not asking for feedback on rejections

What did NOT help



Where I landed

+50 
Countries

150
Years of experience

27 
R&D Centers

+34k 
Employees

• World leader in energy and telecommunications cable system industry

• Driving the energy transition and digital transformation by delivering sustainable,
high-technology power and connectivity products worldwide

What we offer



My role

Directly working with labs in 
Switzerland, France and Italy

Machine 
Learning 
Engineer 

in R&D

Supervising studentsApplied research

Real-world deploymentAcademic & industry
collaborations

End-to-end development of 
Machine Learning models

Pipelines for real-time systems

Client feedback loops

Hosting internships
Supervising MSc/PhD thesis projects

Physics remains central:
Fibre-optic sensing and monitoring

for energy infrastructures

Find a job that requires exactly you!



What I learned
• Your physics training matters more than you think:

• Your domain knowledge and intuition are underrated

• The pace is different:

• Iteration speed is much faster: weeks, not years

• Business requirements drive decisions, not curiosity

• The people are different:

• You coordinate with non-technical people daily

• New network, diverse backgrounds 

• The impact is different:

• You see the result of your work directly

• Implementation details and production constraints matter more than theory

Industry is the grass on the other side: not really greener, just different



Key takeaways

Be confident, you are good (the hard part is getting the job)

Don’t wait till your 
contract ends

Attend events, talk to 
people, build your map.

Treat it like one Your training is
valuable

Be patient. 
Show up every day. 

Study, apply, be curious.

Your task is to understand 
why they need you and to 

tell them they do.

Start exploring 
now

The job search 
is a job

You have the skills 
– learn the 
language
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