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but that didn’t make the transition easier



The real constraints

Moved to Geneva (May)
O « Fresh start, new country
 Finding an apartment takes time — especially when unemployed with no Swiss

salary history

Lived on unemployment benefits for 6 months (May-October)
« GCerman unemployment could be exported to Switzerland via a bilateral
agreement (PDU2 form)
* Thislet me job search in Switzerland while still receiving income

7\ Started job search in July

|

« My unemployment advisor: «Nothing moves in summer, people are on holiday.»
— « Used July-August to study, upskill and interview prep




The brutal reality...




The brutal reality...

Dear Angela,

After studying your application, and despite all the interest it presents, | regret to inform

profile does not fully meet the requirements of the position to be filled. We

‘ you that your
) Dear Angela will therefore not be able to continue the recruitment process with you.
Thank you very much for your application for the position of "Data ,

Scientist / Machine Learning Engineer” in Bern. We are pleased that
you view as an attractive employer.

Applications
We have considered your documents thoroughly, and we value your
qualities. Unfortunately, we have to inform you that other applicants
are a better match for the requirements profile for this position and

that we will not be taking your application any further.
‘ i E // Dear Angela,
We wanted to let you know that although your resume is competitive, our team

Thank you for taking the time to consider

Dear Angela,

Thank you for your interest in and for taking the time to apply to the Senior
Specialist Applied Data Analytics position.

We have made the decision to cancel the position, and wanted to notify you as soon as
possible. We apologise for any inconvenience this may have caused.

reviewed your application for the Machine Leaming Application Engineer (Switzerland) position and did not select it for further consideration.

Confirmed rejections

We wish you good luck with your job search and professional future endeavors.

Dear Angela,

Thank you for your interest in and for choosing us as the next step in your

career.

\We appreciate the time and effort you have put into your application for the position of
- Data Scientist/ Analyst for innovation projects (80-100%) . After
careful consideration, regretfully we will not be progressing with your application. Sorry

to disappoint you.

Dear Angela,

Thank you for the time spent in the technical challenges and interviews, it was a pleasure
to meet and discuss with you. We liked your profile, but competition was fierce, and
unfortunately, we decided to move forward with another candidate that we think is a
better fit for this specific position.

Don't let this news discourage you, and stay connected for future openings, we would like
to hear from you in the future!

Don'’t take it personally if it doesn’t work out



The brutal reality...

+150 9 &

Applications Take-home projects
Confirmed rejections Applications | withdrew from
(P —c
20 <
Processes w/ multi rounds Signed offer
interviews (January 2024)

& technical stages

Don’t compare timelines - your path is yours



VWhat helped me

e Whatcanldo? What do I want to do?

Finding a job
is a job

« Am |interested in a particular
industry? Any particular company?

«  What type of environment would | thrive in?



VWhat helped me

» Analytic skills, problem-solving, independence
« Connect your work with industry concepts

* Have examplesto prove your soft skills
* Imposter syndrome is real - acknowledge it
« _butbehumbleand don'tjudge

e Whatcanldo? What do I want to do?

Finding a job
is a job

* Prepare, prepare, prepare

* Technical aspect AND business concepts

* [t's OK not to fulfill all the requirements,
but be honest

« Am |l interested in a particular
industry? Any particular company?

 What type of environment would | thrive in? .
+ Play the long game, take time to learn what

There is no universal map! you like and what you are good at



What did NOT help

« Expecting the PhD to be enough: showing up underprepared and overconfident

« Waiting to feel ready - for the perfect role, for enough skills - instead of just starting

« Applying based on job titles, without understanding whether the actual role matched my skills

 Thinking | had no leverage: forgetting that | was also evaluating them

« Filtering out roles based on title: missing good opportunities labelled differently

* Not asking for feedback on rejections




Where | landed D prysmian
150&]

Years of experience

50

Countries

D7 G

R&D Centers

+34K éa

Employees

What we offer

« World leader in energy and telecommunications cable system industry

« Driving the energy transition and digital transtformation by delivering sustainable,
high-technology power and connectivity products worldwide




My role

Applied research

Physics remains central:

Supervising students

Fibre-optic sensing and monitoring
for energy infrastructures ‘ Hosting internships

Supervising MSc/PhD thesis projects

End-to-end development of
Machine Learning models ‘

Machine
Learning
Engineer
in R&D

‘ Pipelines for real-time systems

Directly working with labs in ‘
Switzerland, France and Italy

‘ Client feedback loops

Academic & industry
collaborations Real-world deployment

Find a job that requires exactly you!



What | learned

« Your physics training matters more than you think:

« Your domain knowledge and intuition are underrated

 The pace is different:

* [teration speed is much faster: weeks, not years

« Business requirements drive decisions, not curiosity

« The people are different:

* You coordinate with non-technical people daily

« New network, diverse backgrounds

« The impact is different:

* You see the result of your work directly

 Implementation details and production constraints matter more than theory

Industry is the grass on the other side: not really greener, just different



Key takeaways

O

é

o

O

Start exploring
now

The job search
isajob

Don’'t wait till your Treat it like one
contract ends
Attend events, talk to Be patient.
people, build your map. Show up every day.

Study, apply, be curious.

Be confident, you are good (the hard part is getting the job)

=

You have the skills
- learn the
language

Your training is

valuable
Your task is to understand

why they need yvou and to
tell them they do.




	Slide 1:     Signal over background How I extracted myself from academia     Angela Giraldi  LHC career networking event 2026 17 March 2026
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: The brutal reality...
	Slide 7: The brutal reality...
	Slide 8: The brutal reality...
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: What I learned
	Slide 15: Key takeaways

