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Abstract

Neutral kaon pairs produced in φ decays offer a unique possibility to perform fundamental tests of discrete sym-
metries. Among the most recent results obtained by the KLOE experiment at DAΦNE, the Frascati φ-factory, there
is the new best limit on the branching ratio of the CP-violating decay KS → 3π0, BR < 2.6 × 10−8 at 90% C.L..
The search for possible violations of the CPT symmetry and Lorentz invariance in the context of the Standard-
Model Extension (SME) is also described; the new analysis approach fully exploits quantum interferometry in
φ → KS KL → π

+π−, π+π− decays. Finally the status and perspectives of the new data taking campaign with the
KLOE-2 experiment at the upgraded DAΦNE machine are briefly reviewed.
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1. Status of DAΦNE and KLOE/KLOE-2

DAΦNE, the Frascati φ-factory is an e+e− collider
working at a center of mass energy of

√
s ∼ 1020 MeV,

corresponding to the peak of the φ resonance. The φ-
meson production cross section is ∼ 3µb, and its de-
cay into K0K̄0 has a branching fraction of 34%, yielding
∼ 106 K0K̄0 pairs per pb−1 of integrated luminosity.

The KLOE experiment at DAΦNE completed its first
data taking campaign in March 2006 with a total inte-
grated luminosity of ∼ 2.5 fb−1, corresponding to a pro-
duction of ∼ 7.5 × 109 φ-mesons and ∼ 2.5 × 109 K0K̄0

pairs.
The KLOE detector is a 4π detector setup, which is

able to measure charged as well as neutral particles.
It consists of a large volume drift chamber [1], which
provides excellent momentum and vertex reconstruction
for charged particles, and a barrel shaped electromag-
netic calorimeter with two end-caps [2], made from lead
and scintillating fibers, which surrounds the drift cham-
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ber. The energy deposits of charged and neutral par-
ticles in the calorimeter are measured with very good
time resolution, which allows for the identification of
charged particles based on their time of flight. Drift
chamber and calorimeter are enclosed in a supercon-
ducting solenoid, providing an axial 0.52 T magnetic
field.

After a successful experimental test [3], DAΦNE
has been upgraded implementing an innovative collision
scheme based on a crab-waist configuration, providing
an improvement in the peak luminosity of a factor ∼ 3.

The KLOE-2 experiment [4] aims to continue and ex-
tend the physics program of its predecessor by collect-
ing O(10 fb−1) of data at the upgraded DAΦNE with an
improved KLOE detector. The KLOE-2 physics pro-
gram has been described in detail in Ref. [4] and among
the main issues includes neutral kaon interferometry
and tests of discrete symmetries and quantum mechan-
ics. The upgrade of the KLOE detector would consist
in the addition of (i) an inner tracker based on cylin-
drical GEM technology for the improvement of track-
ing and decay vertex resolution close to the interaction
point (IP), (ii) a e± tagging system for the γγ physics,
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and (iii) two calorimeters in the final focusing region to
improve acceptance and efficiency for photons coming
from the IP and neutral kaon decays inside the detector
volume.

The KLOE solenoid constitutes a strong perturbation
on the machine optics, modifying the DAΦNE working
conditions with respect to the test experiment described
in Ref.[3]. The commissioning phase of the upgraded
machine is in progress and is expected to be concluded
by the end of year 2012. In the meanwhile the KLOE
detector upgrades are being completed and their instal-
lation is foreseen for the beginning of year 2013.

2. Neutral K mesons at KLOE

In the K0-K̄0 system the physical states |KS〉, |KL〉,
i.e. the states with definite masses mS ,L and lifetimes
τS ,L which evolve as a function of the kaon proper time
t as pure exponentials

|KS(t)〉 = e−iλS t |KS〉

|KL(t)〉 = e−iλLt |KL〉 . (1)

with λS ,L = mS ,L − iΓS ,L/2, and ΓS ,L = (τS ,L)−1, can be
expressed in terms of the CP eigenstates

|K1〉 =
1
√

2

[
|K0〉 + |K̄0〉

]
CP=+1

|K2〉 =
1
√

2

[
|K0〉 − |K̄0〉

]
CP=-1 (2)

as:

|KS〉 =
1√(

1 + |εS |2
) [|K1〉 + εS |K2〉] (3)

|KL〉 =
1√(

1 + |εL|2
) [|K2〉 + εL|K1〉] , (4)

with εS and εL two small complex parameters describing
the CP impurity in the physical states. One can equiv-
alently define ε ≡ (εS + εL)/2, and δ ≡ (εS − εL)/2;
adopting a suitable phase convention (e.g. the Wu-Yang
phase convention [5]) ε , 0 implies T violation, δ , 0
implies CPT violation, while δ , 0 or ε , 0 implies CP
violation.

At a φ-factory neutral kaons are produced in pairs
in a coherent quantum state with the φ-meson quantum
numbers JPC = 1−−:

|i〉 =
1
√

2
{|K0〉|K̄0〉 − |K̄0〉|K0〉}

=
N
√

2
{|KS〉|KL〉 − |KL〉|KS〉} , (5)

where N =
√

(1 + |εS |2)(1 + |εL|2)/(1 − εS εL) ' 1 is a
normalization factor.

The observable quantity is the double differential de-
cay rate of the state |i〉 into decay products f1 and f2 at
proper times t1 and t2, respectively. After integration on
(t1 + t2) at fixed time difference ∆t = t1 − t2, the decay
intensity can be written as follows [6]:

I( f1, f2;∆t ≥ 0) = C12{|η1|
2e−ΓL∆t + |η2|

2e−ΓS∆t

−2|η1||η2|e−
(ΓS +ΓL )

2 ∆t cos[∆m∆t + φ2 − φ1]} , (6)

valid for ∆t ≥ 0, while for ∆t < 0 the substitutions
∆t → |∆t| and 1↔ 2 have to be applied, and with ∆m =
mL − mS ,

ηi ≡ |ηi|eiφi =
〈 fi|T |KL〉

〈 fi|T |KS〉
, (7)

C12 =
|N|2

2(ΓS + ΓL)
|〈 f1|T |KS〉〈 f2|T |KS〉|

2 . (8)

Due to the huge difference in the lifetimes of the
physical states (τL � τS ), for t1 � t2, τS (or t2 � t1, τS )
everything behaves like the initial state were an incoher-
ent mixture of states |KS〉|KL〉 and |KL〉|KS〉. Hence the
detection of a kaon at large times tags a KS in the op-
posite direction. This is a unique feature at a φ-factory,
not possible at fixed target experiments, that can be ex-
ploited to select pure KS beams.

3. Search for CP violation in KS decay

The decay KS → 3π0 violates CP invariance. The
parameter η000, defined as the ratio of KS to KL decay
amplitudes, can be written as:

η000 =
〈3π0|T |KS〉

〈3π0|T |KL〉
= εS + ε

′
000 , (9)

where εS quantifies the KS CP impurity and ε′000 is due
to a direct CP-violating term. Since we expect ε′000 �

εS (at lowest order in Chiral Perturbation Theory one
has [7, 8]: ε′000 = −2ε′, with ε′ the direct CP violation
parameter in ππ decays), it follows that η000 ∼ εS , and
therefore in the Standard Model one has (assuming CPT
invariance, i.e. εS = ε) BR(KS → 3π0) ∼ 1.9 × 10−9 to
an accuracy of a few %, making the direct observation
of this decay quite a challenge.

The best upper limit on BR(KS → 3π0) comes from
the analysis of 450 pb−1 data collected by the KLOE
experiment in years 2001-2002 [9]: BR(KS → 3π0) <
1.2 × 10−7 at 90% C.L. . Here we report the result of a
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new improved analysis using 1.7 fb−1 of data collected
by KLOE in years 2004-2005.

The KS mesons are identified with high efficiency
(∼ 34%) via detection of KL mesons which cross the
drift chamber without decaying and then interact with
the electromagnetic calorimeter. The KS 4-momentum
is then determined using the measured position of the
KL meson and the known momentum of the φ meson,
which is estimated as an average of the momentum dis-
tribution measured using large angle Bhabha scattering
events. The search for the KS → 3π0 → 6γ decay
is then carried out by selecting events with six pho-
tons with momenta reconstructed using time and energy
measured by the electromagnetic calorimeter. Back-
ground originates mainly from the KS → 2π0 events
with two spurious clusters from fragmentation of the
electromagnetic showers (so called splitting) or acci-
dental activity, or from false KL identification for φ →
KSKL → π

+π−, 3π0 events. In the latter case charged
pions from KS decays interact in the DAΦNE low-β in-
sertion quadrupoles, ultimately simulating the KL inter-
action in the calorimeter, while KL decays close to the
IP producing six photons. To suppress this kind of back-
ground we first reject events with charged particles com-
ing from the vicinity of the interaction region. More-
over, we cut also on the reconstructed velocity and en-
ergy of the tagging KL meson [10]. In the next stage
of the analysis we perform a kinematic fit with 11 con-
straints: energy and momentum conservation, the kaon
mass and the velocity of the six photons. Cutting on the
χ2 of the fit considerably reduces the background from
bad quality reconstructed events with a very good sig-
nal efficiency. In order to reject events with split and
accidental clusters we look at the correlation between
two χ2-like discriminating variables χ2

2π and χ2
3π (see

Fig.1-top); χ2
2π is calculated by an algorithm selecting

four out of six clusters best satisfying the kinematic con-
straints of the two body decay, therefore it verifies the
KS → 2π0 → 4γ hypothesis. The pairing of clusters is
based on the requirement mγγ = mπ0 and on the opening
angle of the reconstructed pions trajectories in the KS
center of mass frame. Moreover, we check the consis-
tency of the energy and momentum conservation in the
φ → KSKL , KS → 2π0 decay hypothesis; χ2

3π instead
verifies the signal hypothesis by looking at the recon-
structed masses of three pions. For every choice of clus-
ter pairs we calculate the quadratic sum of the residuals
between the nominal π0 mass and the invariant masses
of three photon pairs. In order to improve the quality of
the photon selection using χ2

2π, we cut on the variable
∆E = (mφ/2 −

∑
Eγi )/σE where γi stands for the ith

photon from four chosen in the χ2
2π estimator and σE is

the appropriate resolution. For KS → 2π0 decays plus
two background clusters, we expect ∆E ∼ 0, while for
KS → 3π0 ∆E ∼ mπ0/σE . At the end of the analysis we
cut also on the minimal distance between photon clus-
ters to refine rejection of events with splitted clusters, as
shown in Fig.1-bottom. From 1.7 fb−1 of data we count

Figure 1: Top: distribution of χ2
3π vs χ2

2π for data (lighter dots) and MC
background (darker dots); the signal box definition is shown. Bottom:
distribution of the minimal energy of the cluster versus minimal dis-
tance (Rmin) between clusters in the event for data (lighter dots) and
MC background (darker dots); the dashed line corresponds to the Rmin
cut used.

ns = 0 candidates with nbkg = 0 background events ex-
pected from Monte Carlo with an effective statistics of
two times that of the data. Hence, we have obtained as
KLOE final upper limit:

BR(KS → 3π0) < 2.6 × 10−8 at 90% C.L., (10)

which is almost five times lower than the latest pub-
lished result [9]. This limit can be directly translated
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into a limit on |η000|:

|η000| =

√
τL

τS

BR(KS → 3π0)
BR(KL → 3π0)

< 0.0088 at 90% C.L. . (11)

4. CPT and Lorentz symmetry test using neutral
kaon interferometry

CPT invariance holds for any realistic Lorentz-
invariant quantum field theory. However a very gen-
eral theoretical possibility for CPT violation is based
on spontaneous breaking of Lorentz symmetry, as de-
veloped by Kostelecký [11, 12, 13], which appears to
be compatible with the basic tenets of quantum field
theory and retains the property of gauge invariance and
renormalizability (Standard Model Extensions - SME).
In SME for neutral kaons, CPT violation manifests to
lowest order only in the mixing parameter δ, (e.g. van-
ish at first order in the decay amplitudes), and exhibits a
dependence on the 4-momentum of the kaon:

δ ≈ i sin φS WeiφS WγK(∆a0 − ~βK · ∆~a)/∆m (12)

where γK and ~βK are the kaon boost factor and veloc-
ity in the observer frame, φS W = arctan(2∆m/∆Γ) is
the so called superweak phase, and ∆aµ are four CPT-
and Lorentz-violating coefficients for the two valence
quarks in the kaon.

Following Ref. [12], the time dependence arising
from the rotation of the Earth can be explicitly dis-
played in eq.(12) by choosing a three-dimensional basis
(X̂, Ŷ , Ẑ) in a non-rotating frame, with the Ẑ axis along
the Earth’s rotation axis, and a basis (x̂, ŷ, ẑ) for the ro-
tating (laboratory) frame (see Fig.2). The CPT violating
parameter δ may then be expressed as:

δ(~p, tsid) =
i sin φS WeiφS W

∆m
γK{∆a0

+βK∆aZ cos θ cos χ
−βK∆aZ sin θ cos φ sin χ
−βK∆aX sin θ sin φ sinΩtsid

+βK∆aX cos θ sin χ cosΩtsid

+βK∆aX sin θ cos φ cos χ cosΩtsid

+βK∆aY cos θ sin χ sinΩtsid

+βK∆aY sin θ cos φ cos χ sinΩtsid

+βK∆aY sin θ sin φ cosΩtsid} (13)

where ~p is the kaon momentum, tsid is the sidereal time,
Ω is the Earth’s sidereal frequency, cosχ = ẑ · Ẑ; θ and
φ are the conventional polar and azimuthal angles of the

Figure 2: Basis (x̂, ŷ, ẑ) for the rotating frame, and basis (X̂, Ŷ , Ẑ) for
the fixed non-rotating frame. The laboratory frame precesses around
the Earth’s rotation axis Ẑ at the sidereal frequency Ω. The angle
between Ẑ and the positron beam direction ẑ defined in the laboratory
frame of KLOE is χ ' 113◦.

kaon momentum defined in the laboratory frame about
the ẑ axis. The sensitivity to the four ∆aµ parameters
can be very different for fixed target and collider ex-
periments, showing complementary features [12]. At a
fixed target experiment usually the kaon momentum di-
rection is fixed, while |~p| might vary within a certain in-
terval. On the contrary, at a φ-factory kaons are emitted
in all directions with the characteristic p-wave angular
distribution dN/dΩ ∝ sin2 θ, while |~p| is almost fixed1.

At KLOE the analysis strategy to measure the four
∆aµ parameters consists in exploiting the neutral kaon
interferometry. In particular when f1 = f2 = π+π− the
corresponding ηi parameters can be slightly different for
the two kaons due to the momentum dependence of the
CPT violation effects as in eq.(13):

η1 = εL + ε
′ = ε − δ( ~p1, tsid) + ε′

η2 = εL + ε
′ = ε − δ( ~p2, tsid) + ε′ , (14)

with ~p2 = ~pφ − ~p1. The distribution I ( f1, f2;∆t) is ex-
tremely sensitive to any deviation from unity of the ratio
η1/η2 in the interference region (i.e. ∆t ≈ 0). There-
fore a suitable analysis of the decays φ → KSKL →

π+π−, π+π− as a function of sidereal time and kaon mo-
menta can provide a measurement of the four parame-
ters ∆aµ.

In the analysis strategy adopted by KLOE the event
selection chain is fully symmetric for the two kaon de-
cay vertices in order to minimize any possible system-
atic effect induced by asymmetric selection criteria. The

1At DAΦNE |~p| is not fixed because of a small φ meson momen-
tum ~pφ in the laboratory frame (| ~pφ | ' 13 MeV/c).
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background contamination in the sample is of the or-
der of 1.7% and is manly due to the kaon regeneration
on the beam pipe. The signal has a very clean topol-
ogy, two decay vertices reconstructed from two pairs of
tracks, and a global fit using the closed kinematics of
the event in the signal hypothesis improves the resolu-
tion on the reconstructed time difference ∆t, as shown
in Fig.3.
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Figure 3: Resolution on the time difference ∆t as obtained by the
MC simulation. The black histogram represents the distribution of the
variable ∆τ = ∆trec − ∆ttrue, the other one is obtained after the global
fit. Only the events passing the global fit are shown.

The two kaons are distinguished by their emission in
the forward (cos θ > 0) or backward (cos θ < 0) hemi-
spheres, as sketched in Fig.4. The data sample is di-
vided in two subsets in which the kaons going in the
forward direction (cos θ > 0) are emitted in a quadrant
along (cos φ > 0) or opposite (cos φ < 0) to the φ mo-
mentum ~pφ, thus having a higher (or lower) value of γK

than the companion kaons emitted in the backward di-
rection (see Fig.4). Moreover the data are divided into
four bins of sidereal time. In this way fitting simulta-
neously the corresponding eight I (π+π−, π+π−;∆t) dis-
tributions one is able to observe possible modulation
effects induced by the CPT-violating parameter δ in
eq.(13) as a function of sidereal time and kaon momen-
tum.

It is worth noting that the presence of the small mo-
mentum ~pφ makes γK,1 , γK,2 on an event-by-event ba-
sis, which is a necessary condition in order to have the

Figure 4: Sketch of the quadrant subdivisions as seen in a top view of
the KLOE detector; ~pφ is directed along the x̂ axis.

I (π+π−, π+π−;∆t) distribution sensitive to the CPT vio-
lation effects induced by the ∆a0 parameter.

The expected sensitivity on the ∆aµ parameters, using
this method and with the full KLOE statistics, has been
evaluated with the MC simulation including data control
samples for corrections data/MC. It turns out to be ∼
1 × 10−17 GeV for ∆a0 and in the range (2 ÷ 4) × 10−18

GeV for ∆aX,Y,Z .
At KLOE, while the analysis of the full data sam-

ple is being completed, a preliminary result has been
obtained using a slightly different reconstruction proce-
dure and only about half of the total available statistics
(∼ 1 fb−1). In this preliminary analysis a full integration
over the azimuthal angle has been performed without
any distinction between the (cos φ > 0) and (cos φ < 0)
quadrants, washing out the sensitivity to possible effects
due to ∆a0. The results are [14, 15]:

∆aX = (−6.3 ± 6.0) × 10−18 GeV
∆aY = (2.8 ± 5.9) × 10−18 GeV
∆aZ = (2.4 ± 9.7) × 10−18 GeV . (15)

They can be compared to similar results obtained in the
B meson system [16], where an accuracy on the ∆aB

µ

parameters of O(10−13GeV) has been reached.

5. Perspectives and conclusions

The neutral kaon system constitutes an excellent lab-
oratory for the study of the discrete symmetries, and a
φ-factory represents a unique opportunity to push for-
ward these studies. At KLOE several tests of CP and
CPT symmetries have been performed [17, 14, 15]. This
physics program is going to be continued and extended
with the KLOE-2 project [4] improving the precision
in the measurement of several parameters; new kind of
time-reversal T tests might also be feasible [18].
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In the meanwhile the analysis of the full KLOE data
set is being completed. A new best upper limit on the
branching ratio of the CP-violating decay KS → 3π0

has been measured. At KLOE-2 this analysis will ben-
efit of the presence of new low θ calorimeters, and it
might be possible to have a first observation of the de-
cay with an integrated luminosity of O(10 fb−1). A new
refined method has been implemented to perform a test
of the CPT and Lorentz symmetries using neutral kaon
interferometry. At KLOE-2 it will benefit of the new in-
ner tracker detector improving the ∆t resolution, and of
the new collision scheme with a doubled ~pφ momentum
(increasing the sensitivity on the ∆a0 parameter).
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[13] V. A. Kostelecký, Phys. Rev. D 64, 076001 (2001).
[14] A. Di Domenico and the KLOE collaboration, J. Phys. Conf.

Ser. 171, 012008 (2009).
[15] A. Di Domenico and the KLOE collaboration, Found. Phys. 40,

852 (2010).
[16] B. Aubert, et al., BABAR collaboration, Phys. Rev. Lett. 100,

131802 (2008).
[17] F. Bossi et al. and the KLOE collaboration, Rivista del Nuovo

Cimento 31, 531 (2008).
[18] J. Bernabeu, A. Di Domenico, P. Villanueva-Perez, arXiv:

1208.0773 [hep-ph], submitted to Nucl. Phys. B.


