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01 Women in science



Challenges

• According to UNESCO data, less than 30% of the world’s researchers are women. 

• Women are under-represented in the fields of STEM, both at the 

university level and in research.

Figure 1. The gender gap 

in science

Women as a share of total 

researchers, 2017 or latest 

year available 

Sources :

2019 Fact sheet, Women in 

science

https://uis.unesco.org/en/to

pic/women-science

https://uis.unesco.org/sites/default/files/documents/fs55-women-in-science-2019-en.pdf
https://uis.unesco.org/en/topic/women-science


Solutions

• One path towards a more equal situation is to eliminate sexist

stereotypes: girls must be able to imagine themselves as researchers,

explorers, innovators, engineers and inventors.

February

11

International Day of Women and Girls in Science,

declared by the United Nations General Assembly in

December 2015, in order to achieve full and equal access to

and participation in science for women and girls.

https://www.un.org/observances/women-and-girls-in-science-day
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Key dates

2017 2019 2021 2022 2026

Initiative from the 

Diversity task 

force of CERN 

Education, 

Communication 

and Outreach 

group

Partnership with 

EPFL and UNIGE 

Faculty of Science 

to address the 

many requests 

from schools

New name 

“Women and Girls 

in Science and 

Technology” and 

new visual identity

Partnership with

the Laboratoire 

d’Annecy de 

Physique des 

Particules (LAPP)

10th edition
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Volontaires



Key figures

1005

275

2923



Overview

Goal

Change pupils’ perception of scientific,

technology and engineering professions

by providing them with female role models.

Format

Offer talks by females with STEM-related

professions in local schools during a week

around the 11th February.

• 1 hour presentation

• Talks in French (90%) or in English

• Schools within 60km from Geneva and 

the LAPP/LAPTh

• Pupils from 7 to 15 years old

• Maximum 35 pupils per class 



Format

• +/- 60 minutes

• Feel free to adapt this order!

• Manage your time!

Presentation

of your

institution

Activity or 

experience
Q&A

session

10-15 min

Presentation 

of your profile 

and career 

10-15 min 05-15 min 15-25 min



Characteristics

Personalized

Engaging

Contextualized

Interactive

Short

Accessible



03
Volunteers

internal website



Shared resources

Material for 
loan

Activities Presentations

Audiovisual

cern.ch/fds-interne


