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Lexus offers so much car (and so many
buttons) for your money.

By Michael Booth
Published: 22 April 2007

The Lexus LS460 has been
named World Car of the Year

To give you some idea, past winners have included the Ford Scorpio, Fiat
Brava, Citroen XM and Peugeot 307 which, if you were aiming for a list of the
very worst cars of the past 20 years, would be jostling for a place in the upper
echelons of the top 10. The Renault Clio is the current holder of the title. It is
not a bad car, but neither is it a great one, although it is at least better than the
second placed VW Passat - the automotive equivalent of Mogadon - which
really ought not to have been allowed anywhere near any shortlist in the first

place.

In contrast, the World Car panel seems to be made up of sophisticated,
independent, right-thinking car connolsseurs. | say this because they agree
with me. The L5460 is the most thoroughly impressive car | have driven this
year. As with all big Lexuses, itis a paragon of exterior panel and paint
quality; it is packed to its veneered gunwales with absurd technological
excess; and it boasts an acoustic refinement comparable to the £300,000
Rolls Royce Phantom | drove last week. And crucially, unlike all big Lexuses |
have driven so far, the LS460 is only very slightly naff. While driving it | did

With unusual - oh, if you must -
unprecedented timeliness, | happen to
have tested the new Lexus LS460 the

1 week after it was named the World Car

Mo, | had never heard of this award
either and, in fact, | generally mistrust
car awards. Take the Car of the Year for
example, whose votes are cast along
much the same partial lines as the
Eurovision Song Contest, which usually
results in some compromised and
undeserving git of a car winning (although sadly not, as yet, the automotive
equivalent of Lordi, which | suppose would mean the Land Rover Defender).

Editor's Choice
The Big Question

o What wentwrong in
Bob Woolmer death
| investigation?
The new Nissan 350Z
~~  Animprovementon a

¢ ' carthatneeded
modification

A throwback to feudalism

David Cameron and
the father-in-law from
hell

Special report
Why China's giant
panda has never
been in greater peril

Recreational drugs
Are there health benefits?

Norweglan Nazl found
The 55 member in Marbella

New DMA evidence
Palynesians found' South
America

Independent services

w Independent Offers

= A-Zsite map

= Indy 100 prices

y MORE: Travel podcasts
= SAVE: Travel offers

B FREE: Email headlines

Search this site:

Independent.co.uk
The Web

o®

K ——

the page. For more information, choose Activity from the Window menu.

.more technologically advanced
than CERN, yet cause less fossil
disturbance than lan McEwan
researching his latest novel.”



Media visits to CERN

« 2007 media visits January to May: 263 media outlets have visited CERN.
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In einer Megardhre am Genfer See wird in Kirze ein zweites Mal

der Urknall stattfinden. Die Weltelite der Physiker erwartet von dem
Experiment Antworten auf existenzielle Fragen der Menschheit: Wie ist
unger Universum entstanden? Woraus bestehen wir? Welche Energie

hailt den Kosmos zusammen? Besuch auf einer GroBbaustelle
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Capitalizing on big events
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28 March - CMS lowering
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April 2008 - Radio 4 particle day
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Provisional start-up planning

The CERN control centre is where it all happens.
It is from here that the particles are produced,
steered and brought into collision. It is the place
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TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor to be on then day, which is why we can’t be there
are needed to see this picture. - at least all the time.

The Globe will be our media centre. It will

have a live video link to the control centre,

experts on hand, and an LHC console. We QuickTime™ and a

will arrange visits to the control centre TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor
through the day on a strict rota, and we will are needed to see this picture.
provide a live satellite feed for TV.
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We are a small press office, already working at full capacity.

We would like to find ways of working with you to maximize our media
impact in every Member State.



