
CERN openlab 

Communications 

CERN openlab IV Major Review Meeting 

27th September 2012 

 

Mélissa Gaillard 



4th July Announcement Coverage 

 

One week prior to the announcement, CERN issued a press release stating that CMS and 

ATLAS would present their results on 4th July at CERN. 

The seminar took place at CERN as a curtain raiser to the ICHEP conference which was 

organised in Australia this summer: physicists from around the world gathering in Melbourne 

were able to join the seminar via a live two-way link. 

After the seminar (which was webcasted), the CERN Director General and the ATLAS and 

CMS Spokespersons hosted a press conference. This was followed by TV and radio 

interviews and discussions between journalists and physicists. 

Unprecedented coverage of a particle discovery in all types of media! 
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The information shared on the following slides come from material developed by the 

ATLAS and CMS outreach teams as well as the CERN Press Office. 



4th July Announcement Coverage 

 

 

 

 At CERN on the day: 88 journalists 

representing 55 media:  

 11 worldwide news agencies including 

Reuters, AP and AFP;  

 21 print press representatives;  

 4 photographers  

 and 20 TV companies 

 

 A media analysis report commissioned by 

CERN from NASDAQ OMX found 17,000 

articles in 108 countries about the 

discovery, between 27th June and 10th 

July 2012. 
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A Massive Press Coverage 
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It even included an article from Auto World News, showing just how far-reaching the media coverage 

generated was. 
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4th July Announcement Coverage 

 

 

 

 The webcast of the Higgs seminar had almost 500,000 single IP connections – with a 

record 60,500 IPs connected at once. CERN also provided 150 scientific institutes – with 

an estimated audience of 10,000 people – with a special HD connection to the webcast, 

and a video conference connection to the 700 physicists present in Melbourne for the 

ICHEP conference. 

 

 Video footage was used by 1,034 TV stations and 5,016 news programmes (compared 

to 550 TV stations and 3,500 news programmes in 2008, for the inauguration of the 

LHC):.  
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An estimate of 1 billion viewers worldwide! 



Coverage in the Social Media 
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Celebrities helped spread the message to broad, young audiences 

Some examples below: 

4.2 million  
Twitter followers of Will-i-am (of 

Black Eyed Peas) 

2.9 million  
Twitter followers of rapper 

MCHammer 

2 million 
People following singer Lana 

del Rey on Facebook 

5.1 million 
people on Twitter received the CMS announcement: 

“ We have observed a new boson […] ” 



Paralympics Opener Featuring  

Stephen Hawking  
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‘The motto of the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games is 

‘Inspire a generation’ so it was particularly pleasing to see 

science, the LHC and Higgs bosons featuring so strongly 

in the opening ceremony of the Paralympics last week.’ 

Rolf Heuer, CERN director general 

The live broadcast drew 11.2 million viewers, according to the BBC. 

“The Large Hadron Collider at CERN is the largest, most complex machine in 

the world, possibly the universe,” Hawking says, as the British electronica 

duo’s lush and poignant synthesized sounds soar behind him. “By smashing 

particles together at enormous energies, it re-creates conditions of the Big 

Bang. The recent discovery of what looks like the Higgs particle is a triumph of 

human endeavor and international collaboration. It will change our perception 

of the world, and has the potential to offer insights into a complete theory of 

everything.” 
 

Full article and video available at: http://www.wired.com/underwire/2012/08/stephen-

hawking-paralympics 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-19408222
http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/2012/07/higgs-boson-discovery/
http://www.wired.com/underwire/2012/08/stephen-hawking-paralympics
http://www.wired.com/underwire/2012/08/stephen-hawking-paralympics
http://www.wired.com/underwire/2012/08/stephen-hawking-paralympics
http://www.wired.com/underwire/2012/08/stephen-hawking-paralympics
http://www.wired.com/underwire/2012/08/stephen-hawking-paralympics


Upcoming CERN or CERN Related Events 

 Key upcoming conferences and meetings till the end of year: 

 

Hadron Collider Physics Symposium 2012 (HCP 2012) 

12-16 Nov 2012, Kyoto, Japan 

 

Council Week at CERN 

10-14 Dec 2012, CERN 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 CERN openlab Major Review Meeting  27 September 2012 



Special Events at CERN  
during CERN openlab IV 

 Confirmation that a TEDxCERN conference will be organised on 3 

May 2013:  

http://www.ted.com/tedx/events/5875.  

https://www.facebook.com/tedxcern  

Theme: Multiplying Dimensions 

 

 CERN open days: 27-28-29 September 2013 (week end of the 59th 

CERN anniversary).  

 In 2008, when the last open days were organised, 76,000 visitors 

came to CERN during the two days. 

 

 Google came to shoot the virtual visit of the computer centre this 

winter. In 2013, this should be available to the general public: we will 

add content about the openlab activities (CERN openlab logo was 

made visible for the event) and liaise with you of course for approval 

 

 In September 2014, CERN will celebrate its 60th birthday 
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http://www.ted.com/tedx/events/5875
http://www.ted.com/tedx/events/5875
http://www.ted.com/tedx/events/5875
https://www.facebook.com/tedxcern
https://www.facebook.com/tedxcern


Computing Colloquia and IT Seminars 

 CERN Computing Colloquia present future trends in 

computing and information technology that are of broad 

interest to the physics and computing community at CERN. 

They are generally hold in the main auditorium. 
 

 

 CERN IT Seminars are more technical and generally held in 

the IT auditorium as they are targeting computing experts.  

 

 

 We will be glad to help you liaise with CERN IT 

Department to participate in such colloquia or seminars 

at CERN: feel free to share your ideas with us 
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Timeline 

 

 Next Major Review Meeting: 31 January 2013 

 Next Board of Sponsors: 14 – 15 May 2013 

 

 

CERN openlab Major Review Meeting  27 September 2012 


