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About me… 
•CERN comms group 

•IN2P3 communications 

manager (France) 

•European astroparticle 

physics communication 



4th & 5th July… 



. Particle physics is all about collaborating countries, institutions, 

physicists… 

 

. Collaboration is also a keyword when it comes to 

communication & outreach! 

 

. Networks are essential to come out is a coherent message, to 

coordinate and promote what we do, to raise awareness to 

youngsters… 

 

. A few networks: InterAction, EPPCN, IPPOG, ASPERA, ILC, 

Quarknet…  

 

 



 

 What do we (communicators & 

networks) do for you guys? 

 

What can you guys (physicists) can do 

for us? 



The InterAction collaboration 
 

•Aim: to support the international science of particle 

physics and to set visible footprints for peaceful 

collaboration across all borders 
 

•Partners: Fermilab, CERN, DESY, KEK, STFC, 

Triumf, IN2P3, INFN, SLAC, LBNL… 

 



The InterAction collaboration 
 

•Gathers heads of communications of main 

institutions in a forum to exchange views, share best 

practices, coordinate common actions… 
 

•Examples: Photowalk, peer reviews for 

communications, development of material (brochure 

about benefits of particle physics for society) 

 

•One important aspect is about coordinating press 

releases and PR events…! 

 



Methodology 
EPPCN: the European particle physics communication network 

EPPCN was born in 2006 at DESY Zeuthen as part of the European Strategy for 

Particle Physics: 
 

“Council will establish a network of closely cooperating professional communication officers 

from each Member State, which would incorporate existing activities, propose, implement and 

monitor a European particle physics communication and education strategy, and report on a 

regular basis to Council.”  
 

The chair of the session that created EPPCN is… 

…Rolf Heuer! 

 

 

Meeting twice a year alternatively in a member  

state and at CERN 

 

Last meeting in Paris in May. 



Methodology 

Mission Statement: 
 

The mission of the European Particle Physics Communication Network (EPPCN) is to 

strengthen the communication of particle physics in the Member States of CERN, the 

European Organization for Nuclear Research, through communication officers in the Member 

States and at CERN working together. The EPPCN reports to the CERN Council. 

 

Focus on: 
 

•LHC communications coordination! 
 

•Upcoming update of the European strategy for particle physics > Brussels 2013 

 

But also: 
 

•Review & share best practices 
 

•Advise CERN Council on communication issues 

EPPCN: the European particle physics communication network 



IPPOG: international  

particle physics outreach group  
 
• Worldwide network of scientists, 

researchers, science educators and 

explainers 

• Engaged in informal education and outreach 

for particle physics 
• One representative from each CERN  

member state + USA 

• Representatives from LHC experiments, 

CERN, DESY 

• Meet formally twice a year to share ideas etc. 

• Support the scientific community in their Education/Outreach endeavours 

• Working groups to tackle particular projects, e.g. Higgs mechanism/boson 

animation 

• Long-term projects, such as International Masterclasses (see talk from Farid 

Ould-Saada) and the “Particle Physics Education & Outreach Collection” 



IPPOG E&O Collection 
http://ippog.web.cern.ch Primarily for 

YOU, to help 

with your E&O 

activities 

 

Hundreds of 

items already – 

and growing! 

 

Friendly and 

powerful user 

interface 

 

Animations, 

exhibits, 

explanations… 



IPPOG & YOU! 

Web: http://ippog.web.cern.ch 

Facebbok: http://facebook.com/IPPOG 

Masterclasses: http://www.physicsmasterclasses.org 



What about you??? 

Share!!! 

 

Need physicists to seat with communicators to have coffee, beer or 

whatever together… Discuss, discuss, discuss. 

 

Communicators need to know, need explanations, need to 

understand... To "sell" it. 

What is this all about? What is your day to day job? Why is it important?... 

 

Do you know the people of the office of communication or involved in 

outreach in your lab? 

    If not: go to meet with them! 

 

 

 

 



Help us to help you 

On Wednesday we had a press briefing here before the conference… 

 

Talking to the media is a special exercise. Not the same as talking to 

colleagues! 

 

Most of our institutions organize media trainings. Do it!  

      If not: ask for it!  

 

You have ideas for outreach activities. Make contact with IPPOG etc. 

 

You have material to share? Share!   

 

 

 



Invest a bit of your time… 

Whatever you are interested in…  

 

To reach different audiences we need people willing to 

spend time: for outreach activities with students, for talking 

to the media, for developing new ideas and material… 

 

Outreach & communication is about meeting and 

collaborating with colleagues, about sharing knowledge 

and skills… 

 

> Concerns the whole community! 

 

 


