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Enabling Grids for E-sciencE
Your audience

g

• Think about your audience
– Scientifically literate?
– Technically literate?Technically literate?
– Same platform?

• Do not assume anything
H l• Have a clear message
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Enabling Grids for E-sciencE
Your editor

g

• Before starting to write find out
– How long should your article be?
– Is there a house style?y
– Is there a publication deadline?

What format should images be in?– What format should images be in?
Size, resolution, file type etc.

Do you have the rights to any images you want– Do you have the rights to any images you want 
to use?
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Enabling Grids for E-sciencE
The  first paragraph

g

• The first paragraph is all important
• Some, if not all, of:

– Who– Who
– What

Wh– When
– Where
– Why 
– HowHow

• Not necessarily in that order
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Enabling Grids for E-sciencE
Who

g

• The “who”?
– EGEE– EGEE
– A collaborating partner

A b fi i h i i h ld l– A beneficiary – physicists, the elderly etc.
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Enabling Grids for E-sciencE
What

g

• The “what”?
– Likely to be the keystone of your story– Likely to be the keystone of your story
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Enabling Grids for E-sciencE
When

g

• The “when”?
– Why now?– Why now?
– Is it really news?
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Enabling Grids for E-sciencE
Where

g

• The “where”?
– Obviously important for any event– Obviously important for any event
– Helps to give the reader context

“For the first time in Germany ”“For the first time in Germany…”
“The only …. in Europe”
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Enabling Grids for E-sciencE
Why

g

• The “why”?
– Benefits of the technical development– Benefits of the technical development
– Applications for the technical development

Th h– The human aspect
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Enabling Grids for E-sciencE
How

g

• The “how”?
– A novel technical approach?– A novel technical approach?
– A new delivery method?
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Enabling Grids for E-sciencE
So what?

g

• The “so what?” factor
– At least one of who what why when where or– At least one of who, what, why, when, where or 

how should answer the question “so what”?
Make sure you tell the whole story and don’t– Make sure you tell the whole story, and don t 
leave the end off
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Enabling Grids for E-sciencE
The inverse pyramid

g

• Summarise key information in the 
fi t hfirst paragraph
– Gives the reader enough information to know if g

they will be interested
– Gives the reader enough information to intrigue!Gives the reader enough information to intrigue! 

• Provide background later on
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Enabling Grids for E-sciencE
The inverse pyramid

g

brief punchy headline summarises the story with 
a few key words

the first paragraph summarises the story, usually 
by explaining the headline

the next couple of paragraphs describe the 
immediate background, and events leading up to it

the rest of the story describes the wider 
background, the implications etc.g p
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Enabling Grids for E-sciencE
Simplicity is key

g

• Use simple words where you can
– Don’t say “mobilise” if you can say “move”
– Don’t say “revert back”, say “undo”y y

• Explain acronyms
Al f h fi– Always for the first use

– Where possible later on for clarity

• Don’t use internal language
NA2 SA1 JRA1 MNA2 2 ll i l t– NA2, SA1, JRA1, MNA2.2 – all meaningless to 
an outsider
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Enabling Grids for E-sciencE
Writing style

g

• Every sentence must have at least one 
verb and this is usually the mostverb – and this is usually the most 
important word

• Avoid tautology; “a new innovation”

• Try not to use a word more than once in a 
sentencesentence

• Don’t start all sentences in a paragraph 
the same way
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Enabling Grids for E-sciencE
Writing style

g

• Don’t use redundant words or phrases: 
“fill up the bottle” “for the month of“fill up the bottle”, “for the month of
January”, “close scrutiny”, “comprise of”

• Avoid over complex sentences full of 
b di t l d h h tsubordinate clauses and phrases, shorter 

sentences are easier to read

• Keep tenses consistent

• Quotes from people help the reader 
identify with the story
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Enabling Grids for E-sciencE
A follow up action

g

• A companion question to “so what?” 
i “ h t?”is “now what?”

• Your reader may want moreYour reader may want more 
information, to get involved, to come 
to an event – tell them how.
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Enabling Grids for E-sciencE
Finally

g

Read your own work and ask, “Do I 
mean what I say and have I saidmean what I say, and have I said 

what I mean?”
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Enabling Grids for E-sciencE
If in doubt

g

ASK!ASK!
sarah.purcell@cern.chsarah.purcell@cern.ch
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Enabling Grids for E-sciencE

iSGTW

• International Science Grid This Week
“iSGTW shares stories of grid-empowered scienceiSGTW shares stories of grid-empowered science 

and scientific discoveries from around the world”
• Weekly on-line information about science grids

M th 3 200 b ib• More than 3,200 subscribers 
• 50,000 hits a month spanning 94 countries
• Features grids and projects from all over the world, including 

Taiwan, India, New Zealand, Brazil, Malaysia, Russia…
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Enabling Grids for E-sciencE

iSGTW

Number of sites visiting iSGTW.org every month
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Enabling Grids for E-sciencE

iSGTW

Subscribe FREE at 
www.isgtw.orgwww.isgtw.org

Keep up with the latest from the scientific grid community
Feature articles– Feature articles

– Project profiles
– Opinions 

A t– Announcements
– Grids in the news

Send me your news, your announcements, your profilesy y y p
…raise your visibility in the grid community…
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Enabling Grids for E-sciencE

iSGTW

Subscribe FREE at 
www.isgtw.orgwww.isgtw.org

Ideas? Contributions? Feedback?

Cristy Burne
editor@isgtw orgeditor@isgtw.org

Subscribe FREE at www iSGTW orgSubscribe FREE at www.iSGTW.org
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