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Abstract. The STAR detector at RHIC, due to its large uniform acceptance and excellent
particle identification capabilities, has measured a variety of hadron species (π±, K±, p, p̄, K0

S ,
Λ, Λ̄, Ξ−, Ξ̄+) produced in Au+Au collisions at

√
sNN = 7.7, 11.5, 27 and 39 GeV. These

data are part of the Beam Energy Scan (BES) program at RHIC and provide an opportunity
to measure the yields and transverse momentum spectra (pT ) of the particles produced in
the collisions. The corresponding measurements allow to study the freeze-out properties and
dynamics of heavy ion collisions. A statistical thermal model analysis of particle production in
BES energies in both grand canonical and strangeness canonical ensembles, is used to extract the
chemical freeze-out parameters. The pT spectra, particle ratios, and the energy and centrality
dependence of freeze-out parameters determined from the thermal fit of particle ratios are
discussed.

1. Introduction
Relativistic heavy-ion collisions provide the opportunity to study strongly interacting
nuclear matter at different thermodynamic conditions. Quantum Chromodynamics (QCD), a
fundamental theory to describe the interactions of quarks and gluons, has anticipated the
transition from hadronic matter to a new state of matter called Quark-Gluon Plasma (QGP) [1]
phase at high temperature and high energy density (≈ 1 GeV/fm3). The QCD phase diagram
is characterized by the temperature (T) and the baryon chemical potential (µB) or the (net)
baryon density (nB), and it contains the information about the phase boundary that separates
the QGP and hadronic phases [2,3]. Finite temperature lattice QCD calculations [4] predict
a cross-over from hadronic to QGP phase at vanishing baryon chemical potential and large
T while several QCD-based calculations [5] show that at lower T and µB a first-order phase
transition may take place. The point in the QCD phase diagram, where the first order phase
transition ends would be the QCD critical point [6]. The BES program at RHIC has been carried
out with the specific aim to explore several features of QCD phase diagram such as to search
for the phase boundaries and the location of QCD critical point by colliding nuclei at several
center-of-mass energies. When heavy ions collide at ultra-relativistic energies, the state of the
system at the time of the final interaction is reflected by the observed single particle spectra.
The process of hadron decoupling from an interacting system is called freeze-out. Freeze-out
are of two types - kinetic and chemical freeze-out. Chemical freeze-out occurs at a temperature
(Tch) when inelastic collisions cease and the particle yields become fixed and thermal (kinetic)
freeze-out occurs at a temperature (Tkin) when elastic collisions cease and particle transverse



momenta spectra are fixed.
In this paper we discuss the identified transverse momentum spectra and particle ratios produced
in Au+Au collisions at

√
sNN = 27 GeV. Similar measurements at other BES center-of-mass

energies
√
sNN = 7.7, 11.5, and 39 GeV are reported in [7]. Statistical thermal models, such as

THERMUS [8] have been proven to be successful in describing the particle production in heavy-
ion collisions [9, 10, 11]. Experimental particle ratios are used in a statistical thermal model in
both grand canonical ensemble (GCE) and strangeness canonical ensemble (SCE) approach to
extract various chemical freeze-out parameters such as chemical freeze-out temperature (Tch),
baryon chemical potential (µB), strangeness chemical potential (µS) and strangeness saturation
factor (γS). In this study we have used mid-rapidity particle ratios that include measured
yields for charged pions (π±), charged kaons (K±), protons (p, p̄), K0

S , lambdas (Λ, Λ̄) and
cascades (Ξ−, Ξ̄+) [7, 12]. The energy and centrality dependence of extracted chemical freeze-
out parameters in Au+Au collisions at above BES energies are studied.

2. Results
2.1. Identified particle spectra and ratios
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Figure 1. Transverse momentum
spectra for charged pion at mid-rapidity
(|y| < 0.1) in Au+Au collisions at√
sNN = 27 GeV. Errors shown here are

statistical only. The lines represents the
Bose-Einstein fits to the pT -spectra.
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Figure 2. Transverse momentum
spectra for charged kaon at mid-rapidity
(|y| < 0.1) in Au+Au collisions at√
sNN = 27 GeV. Errors shown here are

statistical only. The lines represents the
mT exponential fits to the pT -spectra.

Figures 1 and 2 show the transverse momentum spectra of π+ and K+ respectively in Au+Au
collisions at

√
sNN = 27 GeV in different centralities at mid-rapidity |y| < 0.1. The pT -integrated

pion yields obtained from the Bose-Einstein fit to pT -spectra have been corrected for feed-down
from weak decays. The mT -exponential fit is used to obtain the pT -integrated kaon yields. The
collision-energy dependence of the anti-particle to particle ratios in central heavy-ion collisions
for π−/π+ and K−/K+ are shown in Fig. 3. The π−/π+ ratio at lower beam energies have
values larger than unity, which could be due to significant contributions from resonance decays
(such as from ∆ baryons). The p̄/p ratio, not shown in this paper, increases with increasing
collision energy and approaches unity for top RHIC energies [21]. This indicates that at higher
beam energies, the p (p̄) production at mid-rapidity is dominated by pair production. The
K−/K+ ratio approaches unity as collision energy increases, indicating the dominance of kaon-
pair production while at lower BES energies associated production of K+ dominates.

2.2. Chemical freeze-out
At chemical freeze-out, inelastic collisions among the particles stop and hadron yields are fixed.
In Au+Au collisions at

√
sNN = 27 GeV, the measured mid-rapidity particle ratios including

yields of π, K, p, K0
S , Λ and Ξ are used in THERMUS. The thermal model fit of other BES
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Figure 3. π−/π+ and K−/K+ ratios for 0–5% centrality in Au+Au collisions at
√
sNN = 27

GeV compared with the other BES energies and previous published results from AGS, SPS,
and RHIC [14-22] respectively. Errors are the quadratic sum of statistical and systematic
uncertainties.
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Figure 4. Statistical thermal model [8] fit to experimental mid-rapidity particle ratios using
grand-canonical ensemble for 0–5% centrality in Au+Au at

√
sNN = 27 GeV.

energies at
√
sNN = 7.7, 11.5, and 39 GeV is discussed in [13]. The π, K, p yields are

measured at rapidity |y| < 0.1 and those for K0
S , Λ , Ξ are measured for |y| < 0.5. The

errors on particle ratios including yields of π, K, p, K0
S , Λ, and Ξ, are the quadratic sum of

statistical and systematic uncertainties. Proton and anti-proton yields have not been corrected
for feed-down contributions. The Λ yields have been corrected for the feed-down contributions
from Ξ and Ξ0 weak decays [12]. The errors on freeze-out parameters are obtained from the
THERMUS model and errors on particle ratios are treated as independent errors. Figure 4 shows
the statistical thermal model fit to experimental particle ratios for 0–5% centrality in Au+Au
collisions at

√
sNN = 27 GeV. The data show a good agreement with the fit to model having

χ2/d.o.f = 23.8/6. Figure 5(a) shows that the Tch increases with increasing collision energy.
Figure 5(b) shows that the µB decreases with increasing collision energy and it increases when
going from peripheral to central collisions at lower energies. We observe a centrality dependence
of chemical freeze-out curve (Tch vs. µB) at BES energies which was not observed at higher
energies of Au+Au 200 GeV [10].
In contrast to GCE approach where all quantum numbers are conserved on average, the
THERMUS model also allows for a strangeness canonical ensemble where only the strangeness
quantum number is required to be conserved exactly where as baryon and charge quantum
numbers are conserved on an average. It is observed that in peripheral collisions, Tch and µB
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Figure 5. Results from a statistical thermal model fit [8] for Au+Au at
√
sNN = 7.7, 11.5,

27 and 39 GeV. Chemical freeze-out temperature, baryon chemical potential, and strangeness
saturation factor are shown as a function of the average number of participating nucleons. The
200 GeV results are taken from Ref. [10].

follow a different behavior in GCE and SCE at lower BES energies [13]. Further studies by using
the yields for the thermal fit towards a more quantitative analysis for all the BES energies are
ongoing.

3. Conclusions
The study of the hadron particle ratios at BES energies in STAR within the framework of a
statistical model yields the following conclusions. A centrality dependence of the chemical freeze-
out parameters is observed at the lower energies. Baryon chemical potential (µB) range extends
from 20 to 400 MeV in the QCD phase diagram in the new BES measurements at

√
sNN = 7.7,

11.5, 27 and 39 GeV. A detailed study using particle yields and different choices of ensembles
in the statistical model is ongoing: this is expected to provide a better understanding of the
freeze-out dynamics.
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