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The advent of cloud computing centers such as Amazon’s EC2 and Google’s Computing Engine has elicited
comparisons with dedicated computing clusters. Discussions on appropriate usage of cloud resources (both
academic and commercial) and costs have ensued. This presentation discusses a detailed analysis of the costs
of operating andmaintaining the RACF (RHIC andATLASComputing Facility) compute cluster at Brookhaven
National Lab and compares them with the cost of cloud computing resources under various usage scenarios.
An extrapolation of likely future cost effectiveness
of dedicated computing resources is also presented.
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