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EPPOG promotes the outreach activities of particle physics institutes and laboratories in the CERN Member StatesEPPOG promotes the outreach activities of particle physics institutes and laboratories in the CERN Member States.
acts as a forum for the exchange of ideas and experiences related to particle physics outreach.
EPPOG was formed under the joint auspices of the European Committee for Future Accelerators (ECFA) and the High 
Energy Particle Physics Board of the European Physical Society (EPS-HEPP Board).
EPPOG is composed of one member nominated by the particle physics community of each CERN Member State (normally 
the responsible person for outreach activities in the state concerned), one member each from DESY and CERN, appointed 
by the managements of those laboratories, and additional representatives from particle physics experiments, astroparticle 
physics and non-Member States of CERN.
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Mission Statement:

The EPPCN's mission is to coordinate the communication of particle physics in the Member States of CERN, the 
European Organization for Nuclear Research. The EPPCN reports to the CERN Council.
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Problem Statement:

At a special session in Lisbon on 14 July 2006, the CERN Council unanimously approved a 
European Strategy for Particle Physics. Communication is integral to this strategy, which states:

"Council will establish a network of closely cooperating professional communication officers from 
each Member State, which would incorporate existing activities, propose, implement and monitor a 
European particle physics communication and education strategy, and report on a regular basis to 
C il "Council."

With the start-up of the LHC, public and media interest in the field is at an unprecedentedly high 
level. This presents a unique opportunity in terms of public image for the field, and for science in p q pp y p g ,
general. Public opinion surveys indicate that if this opportunity is to be fully exploited, considerable 
effort needs to be invested in harmonizing messages, and adapting them to their target audiences. 
Failure to do so could lead to the reinforcement of widely held prejudices that particle physics is 
diffi lt i l t d ibl d Th l f th t k i t th t iti ddifficult, irrelevant and possibly dangerous. The role of the network is to ensure that positive and 
coherent messages are communicated in CERN's Member State, helping to convert current interest 
in to sustained interest and support for science.
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Boundary conditions:

• The network shall meet twice per year and report at least annually to the CERN Council.
• The network may make recommendations to Council concerning financial and organizational issues 

related to communication.
• The network shall elect a chairperson with a mandate of two years renewable once• The network shall elect a chairperson with a mandate of two years, renewable once.
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Specific issues:

The EPPCN will:

• Review existing communications practices at CERN and in the Member States with a view to 
aligning themaligning them.

• Review and recommend policies for the production and distribution of dissemination materials in the 
languages of the CERN Member States.

• Work in harmony with CERN's LHC communication plan.
• Prepare and implement communication activities based around the start up and first results from the• Prepare and implement communication activities based around the start-up and first results from the 

LHC.
• Prepare and implement strategies to best communicate particle physics in the long term.
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Target audiences:

The EPPCN's activity will be focused on the following target audiences:

• The general public – to foster engagement with scientific issues
• S&T decision makers to promote CERN’s activities and particle physics in general• S&T decision makers – to promote CERN s activities and particle physics in general
• Industry – to encourage partnerships

These audiences will be reached through the following vectors:

• Media
• Exhibitions
• Visits
• Publications (print and electronic)• Publications (print and electronic)
• Multimedia products


