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HISTORY OF INDICO 
INDICO – THE PROJECT 
INDICO – THE SERVICE 
COLLABORATION 
IN SHORT 



1989 The WWW is born 
 
 
 
 
 



1997 
ATLAS requests to CDS a repo for event-related files 
 
 
 
 
 



who      European project 
        CERN, SISSA, U. Udine, TNO, U. Amsterdam 

 

Goal      ”Web-based multi-platform conference storage 
       and management system” 

 
cern      Conference Management Web Application 

        Timetable and Abstracts management 

2002 Indico project begins 
 
 
 
 



2004 1st conference was CHEP 
 
 



2004 Indico portal 
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HISTORY OF INDICO IN A NUTSHELL 
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evolution 
2004 – Conferences 
2005 – All kinds of events  
2007 – Room Booking 
2009 – New interface 
2009 – Video services 
2011 – Chat rooms 
2012 – Collaboration hub  
2013 – More personal 
 
 
 
 

Important Milestones 



First years 
Adding Features 

 Timetable management 
 Call for abstracts 
 Abstracts reviewing process 
 Registration form 
 Participants module 
 Evaluation form 
 Paper reviewing 
 etc 



last 5 years 
Features, UX and Performance 

Are You Satisfied with 
Indico? (2011)  

Definitely, 
Yes (15%) 
Yes, mostly 
(56%) 
It's OK (25%) 



last 5 years 
Development process 

Suffered a radical change 
   Based on Git 
   Pull request model (integrator) 
   Enforce unit & functional testing  
   Keep documentation up-to-date 
   Centralized wiki & ticketing 

 
 



Releases 
Indico version today… 

 @ CERN   v1.1 
 @ World   v1.0 

 
Scheduled 8 more releases 

 ~30 tasks each 
 



From 2009 
 

4,028 commits made by 40 contributors  
402,291 lines of code 
 
 
 
 
 
Took an estimated 106 years of effort (COCOMO model) 

 

Provided by  



Team @ cern 
Only at CERN, Indico met 51 developers  
from > 21 nationalities 
Currently, we are 5 devs. 
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Today @ CERN 
~ 230.000 events 
~ 25% Avg Growth Rate per year 
~ 950.000 contributions 
~ 1.150.000 files (~2.5 TB) 
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Contributions PER YEAR (start DATE) 



Today @ CERN 
Users:  

 ~ 14.000 per day 
 

Room booking:  

 193 Active Rooms  
 122.551 Total Bookings 
 ~ 100 New Room Bookings per day 

 



2012 @ CERN 
Video-conferencing:  

 Evo: 10.669  
 Vidyo: 7.295  
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2012 @ CERN 
Video services:  

 Webcast: 189 
 Recording: 363 
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AROUND THE WORLD 
Indico is the de facto HEP standard collaboration tool 

Growing Community 
4 Continents 
> 110 known servers 
> 180 project indico admins 

     



contributions 
Timezone     Jim Fromm    Fermilab 
WebEx     Kevin Flannery  Fermilab 
LDAP      Martin Kuba    EGI 
E-payment           EPFL 
 
Others    Jeffrey Clark    Fermilab 

       Dirk Hoffmann  CNRS-IN2P3 
       Lukas Nellen    ICN-UNAM 
       David Morrison  BNL 
       … 

 



How to collaborate? 
    
      http://github.com/indico 

 
     project-indico-administrators@cern.ch (> 180 members) 
     project-indico-devel@cern.ch (>60 members) 

 
     indico@conference.jabber.cern.ch 
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Main Set of features 
Event management 

 Lectures 
 Meetings 
 Conferences 
  
   

Room Booking 

Collaborative tools 



Jose Benito Gonzalez 

Questions? 

http://github.com/jbenito3
    @jotabe
jbenito@cern.ch


