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 Mission  
• Establish dialogue between physicists in education, academy and industry 
• Collaborate with scientific organizations (NCCRs, SNSF, CHIPP…) 
• Active in public and governmental affairs to improve understanding of science in 

political circles 
• Develop programs in education, public outreach and media relations  
• Encourage young generations and in particular women to study physics  

 Vision 
 Modern physics plays a key role in our society as:  
•  Fundamental discipline to investigate nature, properties of matter and energy  
•  Contributor in solving energy and environmental problems 
•  Basis to understand and shape life sciences at nanometer scale 
•  Link for new industrial applications and technology transfer 
•  Enabler of new fields in commerce, economy and finance 

Mission and Vision of                                
the Swiss Physical Society 
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The Society Profile  
>100 years of existence  
Collective member of: - Swiss Academy of Sciences (SCNAT) part of A+ 
     - Swiss Academy of Technical Sciences (SATW)  
     - European Physical Society (EPS)  
~1250 individual members, 18 associates (Univ., Research Cent., Indust.)   
10 sections:  1. Astrophysics, Nuclear and Particles physics (TASK), Martin Pohl 

                                2. Condensed matter physics,  
   3. Applied physics  
   4. Theoretical Physics 
   5. Atomic physics and Quantum optics  
   6. Physics in Industry 
   7. Education and Promotion of Physics 
   8. History of physics 
   9. Earth, Atmosphere and Environmental Physics 
                10. Biophysics and Medicine (to come…) 
 

Activities:  Annual meeting, workshops, publications, awards,          
  public outreach …  
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Examples of SPS Activities and Projects  

 SPS Annual Meeting: 
 Jointly with Austrian Physical Society (OePG) or NCCRs (& CHIPP!)  
 Important platform for promoting young physicists  
 In 2012: >550 participants, 6 plenary talks, 237 parallel talks in 14 sessions, 

170 posters and 21 commercial exhibitors 
 

 Organisation and/or sponsoring of workshops, e.g.: 
 Joint symposium with “Physikalische Gesellschaft Zürich” (PGZ) 
 First workshop by Young Physicists Forum (YPF) on “physics and sports” in 

Magglingen , YPF now a commission of SPS 
 Promoting “Lehrerfortbildung” in modern physics (this year in collaboration 

with teilchenphysik.ch and CERN), next year in different domain… 
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 Awards: 
 SPS awards for young Post Doc: General Physics (ABB),  condensed matter (IBM), 

applied physics (OC Oerlikon), new: METAS, (but: no Astro/Particle Physics award) 
 SPS awards for Swiss Physics Olympiads (SPhO) 
 EPL best poster prize (at annual meeting ) 

 Publications:  
 SPS Web page (www.sps.ch) (disseminate & archive information about activities) 
 “SPS Communications” (www.sps.ch/en/articles/communications)                          

with reviews on scientific progress, specific rubrics on Progress in Physics,              
Physics Anecdotes, Physics and Society, History of Physics 

 Statements/recommendations (under preparation): 
 Statement on didactics of “Karlsruher Physikkurs ” (KPK) 
 Statement on “impact of physics on economy”  (in relation to EPS brochure) 
 Proposal of Swiss “EPS historic sites” (Einsteinhaus  this year) 
 Proposals for nominations for various physics related awards 
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Examples of SPS Activities and Projects  

http://www.sps.ch/
http://www.sps.ch/en/articles/communications
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Please (if not already done so): 
 join SPS as individual member 
 encourage your students to join 
 participate to activities & projects 
 attend the annual meetings: 

Strength and effectiveness of society 
relies on the support of its members! 

2013  Linz, Austria 
2014  Uni. Fribourg, 30.6.-2.7.     
          jointly with CHIPP plenary! 
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