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ABSTRACT

Data on the impact of ionising radiation on life are examined in the light of
evolutionary biology. This comparison confirms that fear of nuclear
radiation is not justified by science itself; rather it originates in a failure of
public trust in nuclear science, a relic of the international politics of the
Cold War era.

Current ionisation safety regulations appease this fear but without
scientific support and they need fundamental reformulation. This should
change the reaction to accidents like Fukushima, the cost of nuclear energy
and the application of nuclear technology to the supply of food and fresh
water. Such a boost to the world economy would require that more citizens
study and appreciate the science involved – and then tell others -- not as
much fun as the Higgs, perhaps, but no less important!
www.radiationandreason.com
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