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Mr. Szemere and his recent family  

Mr. SZEMERE Miklós (1856-1919) 

 

Ms. MAGYAR Fruzsina  

A family member of Mr. 

SZEMERE Miklós (2007) 

Her husband was a 

member of Parliament. 

He would like to learn what was the secret that 

Japan was not defeated by Russia in 1905. 

He concluded 

that the secret 

came from Judo  
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Invitation and Conditions of Judo Teacher 

 The teacher must be a perfect gentleman. 

 He should speak several European languages. 

 Lesson must last for four months and he must come before 

March or April.  Expenses will be covered by Hungary. 

 Invitation went to Mr. Kano (the Founder of Judo in Japan) in January 

of 1906. 

 Kano asked Sasaki Kichisaburo to take over this job.  (Mr. Kano was 

the Princial (or President ) of Tokyo University for  Education and 

Sasaki was working there as a Professor.  He is my grandgather.) 

  Sasaki carried Tatami mattress on a boat and arrived in Budapest  in 

April of 1906.  (Very quick!) 

 Three conditions that Mr. Szemere asked: 

 

 

 

 
 

 The above conditions, in particular, the second one is not easy for 

most of Judo teachers.  Mr. Sasaki also hesitated for some days, but 

decided to accept to come to Hungary.  (He could write and perhaps 

speak, I guess, English and German those days.)  
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Newspaper and  Magazine in 1906 
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Book in the summer of 1907 (one year later)  
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Mr. Speidel and Mr. Neidenbach   

 Speidel Zoltán:  Active in Sports, published one of 

sports Newspaper. 

 Neidenbach Emil: Active in Sports.  Published 

“Physical Education and Science” in 1931. 

 Kelemen Kornél together with the above two selected 

candidates for Judo applicants.  Applicants were first 

620 and selected to 60, but after the 3 weeks the 

number was dropped to 6. 

 These 6 became very good tutors in Hungary, 

though. 
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Photos Discovered in Hungarian Sports Museum 

SASAKI Kichisaburo playing with 

Mr. NEIDENBACH Emil (1884-1957). 
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Both Speidl and Neidenbach Families  

Mr. SPEIDL Zoltán in 2007 who is a nephew 

of Mr. SPEIDL Zoltán (1880-1917) 

 

Mr. NEIDENBACH Ákos in 2011 

who is a mountain clibmer and a groundson 

of Mr. NEIDENBACH Emil (1884-1957) 
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Photo in Budapest in 1906 

This photo was taken on 

July 14th of 1906, the 

birthday of his second 

daughter named Tokuko, 

my aunt. . 
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When the Book Was Discovered in 2005 
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Persons who Helped Me (2005) 

Prof. CSÖRGŐ Tamás (left),  

Mr. OZSVÁR András (middle)  

and myself (right) 

Mr. MOLDOVÁN István 

Prof. ZIMÁNYI József and 

Mrs. ZIMÁNYI Magdolna 



12 

Evidence to teach Judo to German Prince 

German version discovered at Kodo-Kan Library 

with a hand-written cover page (left), a sheet of 

paper inserted in the book (middle) and typical 

type written German version (right).  These show 

the evidenced that this book was dedicated to 

German Prince and also used to the original draft   

Origin of Hungarian was written in 

German language 
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Sasaki Kichisaburo in Berlin in 1908 

SASAKI Kichisaburo (right) went to Belin to teach Judo to German Prince.  

His lodging with his guest, and the owners mother and daughter of the lodge.   



14 

Sasaki Family 

Sasaki Family.  He had six girls for children.  The oldest already married, 

while the youngest is still below the school age (who is my mother). 

SASAKI 

Kichisaburo 

My 

Mother  
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Sasaki Kichisaburo Cup in 2007 (1) 

Judo team from Japan (in front of Sasaki Dojo) 

Competition among boys 

and girls in the afternoon 
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Sasaki Kichisaburo Cup in 2007 (2) 

Important Sports persons.  From left to right, TÓTH László (President of 

Hungarian Judo Association), VIZER Marius (President of International 

Judo Federation), SCHMITT Pál (Chair of Hungarian Olympic 

Committee; he received gold medals twice for fencing), myself and 

OZSVÁR András 
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Sasaki Kichisaburo Cup in 2007 (3) 

Sasaki  

Kichisaburo Cup 

Mr. NÉMETH Sándor who 

took a responsibility for music 

in Sasaki Cup.  He composed 

Judo anthem for the Sasaki 

cup. He is a professional 

wrestler. 
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Sasaki Kichisaburo Cup in 2007 (4) 

Athletic Club for Budapest 

Univ., where Sasaki 

Kichisaburo-taught Judo. 

A lot of suveniors 

on the occasion of  

Sasaki Cup. 
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Sasaki Day in 2009 
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Sasaki Judo Museum in 2011 

 

Inside the museum (left), and Professor 

CSÖRGŐ Tamás (right). 
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??? In 2013 

 The party at this University. 

 From tonight I will stay for about one week.  During 

that time, several events will be happening to me. 

 

Thank you for your 

invitation today !! 
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Newspaper (March, 2010) 

 
Magyar Nemzet 

Magazin 

(Sunday Version) 
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House in Tokyo for Sasaki Family 

House that he built when hearing the visit 

of German Prince.  In the middle is 

SASAKI Kichisaburo. 
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Gift Given to me in 2007 

Certificate  of Honorary Master (left) 

given to me and the black belt. (top). 
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Sasaki Kichisaburo from My Album 

SASAKI Kichisaburo from 

my album. This photo was 

used in my trip report in 

2005, so that I saw this 

picture in many places in 

Hungary.  The year when 

the photo was taken is 

unknown 


