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• Two important questions in the field of High Energy 
physics:
• Neutrino mass generation.

• Nature of Dark Matter.

• Cosmological results based on Planck’s measurements of 
the CMB:
• 

• 

Ωch
2 = 0.1199± 0.0027

Neff = 3.30± 0.27 Planck Collaboration arXiv:1303.5076

Motivation
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• Introduce a model of physics beyond the Standard 
Model which can naturally generate small neutrino 
masses while providing a viable candidate for the dark 
matter present in our universe.
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Model

• Use the top quark as a dark portal and for neutrino mass 
generation:



PHENO 2014 Symposium, May 5th 2014

• Extension of the Standard Model:
• Z2 yields a viable dark matter candidate.

Dark Matter:

LBSM =
�

i=u,c,t

yui
ψ ūiPLN

cψ + h.c.

N : (1,1,0)

ψ : (3,1,2/3)Y. Bai and J. Berger
S. Chang,  R. Edezhath, J. Hutchinson, and M. Luty
H. An, L. -T. Wang and H. Zhang
A. DiFranzo, K. I. Nagao, A. Rajaraman, and T. M. P. Tait
M. Garny, A. Ibarra, S. Rydbeck, and S. Vogl
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• Extension of the Standard Model:
• Z2 yields a viable dark matter candidate:

Dark Matter:

NR (p1) t, c, u (p3)

ψ

NR (p2) t, c, u (p4)

FIG. 1. Interaction channels that lead to a reduction in the relic abundance of the Majorana

neutrino, NR: Channels consist of annihilation into uiūj , i, j = u, c, t.

where g denotes the number of degrees of freedom of the particle under consideration and

g∗ the number of relativistic degrees of freedom at the freeze out temperature. The present

day relic abundance is then given by

ΩDMh2 ≈
1.07× 109 GeV−1

Jg1/2∗ MP l

, (8)

where

J ≡
∫ ∞

xFO

〈σv〉
x2

dx. (9)

The thermalized cross section at temperature T can be calculated from the annihilation

cross section of our dark matter candidate, NR. The annihilation channels are depicted in

Figure 1. The thermalized cross section is given by

〈σNRNR
v〉 =

∫ ∞

4M2

NR

ds
(s− 4M2

NR
)s1/2K1(s1/2/T )

8MNR
TK2

2 (MNR
/T )

σ(s), (10)

where σ(s) is the annihilation cross section of the 2 → 2 annihilation process

dσ(s)

dΩ
=

|M |2

64π2s

|#p3|
|#p1|

(11)

and K1(z), K2(z) are Modified Bessel functions of the first and second kind respectively.

In our analysis we use the Boltzmann distribution to calculate the thermal averaged cross

section. This allows us to consider a low velocity expansion of the annihilation cross section:

σvrel ≈ arel + brelv
2
rel + ...+, (12)

4

MNR < mψ

• Annihilation only into lights quarks is p-wave 
suppressed.
• Non-zero coupling to the top quark leads to an 
s-wave contribution.
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5

while for annihilation mainly into tt̄, small yu,cψ , the thermalized cross section is dominated by the s-wave:

〈σNRNRv〉 ≈
3m2

t (y
t
ψ)

2

128πM4
NR

(

4(ytψ)
2M3

NR

√

(MNR −mt)(MNR +mt)

(M2
NR

−m2
t +m2

ψ)
2

−
[(yuψ)

2 + (ycψ)
2](4M2

NR
−m2

t )
2

2(2M2
NR

−m2
t + 2m2

ψ)
2

)

.

(12)
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FIG. 2. Thermalized cross section in the mψ −MNR plane for yt,u
ψ ≈ 0, yc

ψ = 1 on the left and yc,u
ψ = 0, yt

ψ = 1 on the right.

The green region corresponds to 〈σv〉 > 3× 10−26cm3/s while the dashed black line to 〈σv〉 = 3× 10−26cm3/s.

With the above method, our calculations were in good agreement with the relic abundance generated by Mi-
crOMEGAs [40] with model files generated with the latest version of FeynRules [41]. We would also like to emphasize
that near the degenerate region, MNR ≈ mψ, co-annihilation effects become important. The co-annihilation channels
that contribute to the relic abundance calculation are NRψ† → u/c/t, g as well as the ψψ† annihilation channels.
These channels tend to make the annihilation process more efficient requiring lower values of yt,c,uψ and become im-
portant if the mass difference, δm = mψ −MNR , is small compared to the freeze-out temperature of the Majorana
neutrino [42]. Within our framework, the region consistent with the cold dark matter cosmological parameter sits
away from this region and thus co-annihilation effects can be safely neglected. The results for yt,uψ = 0 and ycψ = 1

are shown in Figure 2(a). The dashed line corresponds to an annihilation cross section of 〈σv〉 = 3 × 10−26 cm3/s,
the grey region corresponds to mψ < MNR and the green region to an annihilation cross section into a pair of charm
quarks greater than 3 × 10−26 cm3/s . For ytψ = 1 and yc,uψ = 0 the annihilation will be into tt̄ and the s wave
contribution dominates. We can see this in Figure 2(b) where the green region corresponds to s-wave contributions
greater than 3× 10−26 cm3/s.

B. Direct Detection

In our framework, the dark matter candidate is a Majorana fermion with chiral symmetric interactions that lead to a
non-relativistic WIMP-nucleon scattering cross section dominated by spin-dependent interactions [43]. The scattering
is dominated by t- and u-channel exchanges of the coloured electroweak-singlet, ψ. The amplitude in terms of the
quark-current expectation values is given by

M =
1

(m2
ψ −M2

NR)

ūNRγ
µγ5uNR

〈

q̄γµγ
5q
〉

, (13)

c-quark t-quark

• Co-annihilation effects can be safely neglected:

NRψ
† → u/c/t g, ψψ†
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Direct Detection:

• Majorana fermion has chiral symmetric interactions:
• Scattering is dominated by spin dependent interactions.

26
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FIG. 24. Fraction of events as a function of the transverse momentum of the reconstructed top quark, pT,top. The dashed black
line represents a scenario within our framework where mψ = 700 GeV and MNR = 210 GeV. Both signals were generated using
(yt

ψ, y
c
ψ, y

u
ψ) = (1, 0.001, 0.5).

We have implemented collider searches for monojets and multijets in association with missing transverse energy. In
addition, it was seen that searches for scalar top pair production can further exclude a wide region of the parameter
space. To analyze the impact of these searches, we have applied the constraints to three benchmark scenarios. The
benchmark scenarios all have a large value of ytψ to evade rare decay bounds and small value of ycψ to avoid constraints
from flavour oscillations. Three values of yuψ ranging from 0.1 − 1 are considered. This coupling is varied mainly
because we study the production of a single top quark in association with missing transverse energy, which in this
framework, has as the main production mode quark-gluon fusion. This production mode is enhanced for large values
of yuψ, however, the parameter region corresponding to large yuψ is highly constrained by monojet + MET searches.
We have analyzed the monotop production in both the hadronic and semi-leptonic decay modes of the top quark

and saw that with the current
√
s = 8 TeV data set a monotop search does not probe the allowed region of parameter

space. The situation changes at
√
s = 14 TeV, where an approximate calculation puts this model within the reach of

the LHC with 300 fb−1 of integrated luminosity. Future work may want to consider better top quark reconstruction
techniques to better discriminate the SM background. In particular, tagging boosted tops can be used to better probe
models that predict a monotop signature with 14 TeV centre of mass energies.

NR

q

ψ

NR

q

FIG. 25. Leading order Feynman diagram for monotop production at the LHC in association with missing transversed energy
carried away by Majorana neutrino.

[1] L. Bergstrom, Rept. Prog. Phys. 63, 793 (2000) [hep-ph/0002126].
[2] G. Bertone, D. Hooper and J. Silk, Phys. Rept. 405, 279 (2005) [hep-ph/0404175].
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Neutrino mass generation:

• Conserved Z2 prevents Dirac neutrino mass terms for 
the active neutrinos.

• Incorporate two coloured electroweak-triplet 
scalars.

χ =

�
χ2/

√
2 χ1

χ3 −χ2/
√
2

�
: (3,3,−1/3)

ω =

�
ω2/

√
2 ω1

ω3 −ω2/
√
2

�
: (3,3,2/3)
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Neutrino mass generation:

• Conserved Z2 prevents Dirac neutrino mass terms for 
the active neutrinos.

• Incorporate two coloured electroweak-triplet 
scalars.

LBSM =
�

i=u,c,t

yui
ψ ūiPLN

cψ +
�

�=e,µ,τ

�
λ�

�
t̄PR (χ1ν

c
� + χ2�

c) + b̄PR (χ3�
c − χ2ν

c
� )
��

+
1

2
MNRN̄

cN + h.c.

V (H,ψ,χ,ω) = −µ
2
H

†
H +

λ

4!
(H†

H)2 +m
2
χTr

�
χ†χ
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+m

2
ωTr

�
ω†ω
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+m

2
ψψ

†ψ + λχ
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Trχ†χ
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+ λω(Trω
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†
H

�
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†
H + Ṽ (χ,ω) + h.c
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Neutrino mass generation:

• Conserved Z2 prevents Dirac neutrino mass terms for 
the active neutrinos.

• Incorporate two coloured electroweak-triplet 
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(Mν)��� =
�

i,j

Kijλi
�λ

j
��

ν! L ν!′ L
t N t

χ χψ ψ

Figure 2: 3-loop generation of a Majorana mass for active neurinos. The
crosses on the fermion lines indicate mass insertions

following general structure

Mν = K




λ2

e λeλµ λeλτ

λeλµ λ2
µ λµλτ

λeλτ λµλτ λ2
τ



 (6)

where K is a common factor that arises from the 3-loop integral and controls
the scale of neutrino masses. Explicitly

K =
y2

ψρ

(16π2)3
m2

t MN

(M2
χ − m2

t )2
I(M2

χ,M2
ψ),

I =
∫ ∞

0
du

u

u + M2
N

[∫ 1

0
dx ln

(
M2

χ(1 − x) + M2
ψx + ux(1 − x)

M2
t (1 − x) + M2

ψx + ux(1 − x)

)]2

.(7)

As seen previously in order to get the correct relic density for NR we have
MN " mt and yψ ∼ 0.5. We have conservatively taken Mχ = 1TeV. Using
these values we estimate K ∼ 1eV for ρ = 0.1 and I ∼ M2

N . Thus, a millivolt
active neutrino mass is quite natural in this model.

4 Constraint from µ → eγ

Although the dark matter calculation is not sensitive to the masses of the
triplet states they can give rise to lepton flavor violating decays such as µ →
eγ as well as contributing to muon anomalous magnetic moment aµ. Both
occurs as 1-loop level. Interestingly the singlet state ψ does not contribute
to these processes at this level. The Feynman diagrams for µ → eγ are
depicted in Fig. 4)

4

ω† ω†

ρ ∝ ρ3 · θχ−ω

Kij =
yiψy

j
ψρ

(16π2)3
mimj MNR

(m2
χ −m2

i )(m
2
χ −m2

j )
I(m2

χ,m
2
ψ,m

2
i ,m

2
j ),

(Mν)ll� =
�

i,j

Ki,jλi
lλ

j
l�
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• Rare muon and b decays: Sensitive to coloured 
electroweak-triplets.

LBSM =
�

i=u,c,t

yui
ψ ūiPLN

cψ +
�

�=e,µ,τ

�
λ�

�
t̄PR (χ1ν

c
� + χ2�

c) + b̄PR (χ3�
c − χ2ν

c
� )
��

+ h.c.
9

µ t(b) e

χ2(χ3)

(a)

µ et(b)

χ2(χ3)

(b)

µ et(b)

χ2(χ3)

(c)

µ et(b)

χ2(χ3)

(d)

FIG. 7. 1-loop diagrams for µ(p) → e(p′) + γ(q) decays. The arrows indicate fermion charge flow. Main contribution comes
from (a) and (b) whereas (c) and (d) are needed to enforce gauge invariance. Similar diagrams from the second generation
quarks are not displayed

where a standard calculation yields the following expression for A

A =
emµ

64π2m2
χ

∑

i=t,c,u

λi
µλ

i
e

(1− ai)3

[

3− 10ai − 5a2i +
2ai − 16a2i
1− ai

ln ai

]

−→
ai→0

3e

64π2

(

mµ

m2
χ

)

∑

i=t,c,u

λi
µλ

i
e.

(20)

In the above equation we have assumed a common mass, mχ, for both χ2 and χ3 and defined ai =
m2

i

M2
χ
. We have also

neglected terms of O
(

(mt(b)/M)2
)

. Therefore, the branching fraction is given by

Br(µ → eγ) = 1.8

(

TeV

mχ

)4

× 10−6|λt
µλ

t
e + λc

µλ
c
e + λu

µλ
u
e |2. (21)

Since in our framework Kt,t $ Kc,c,Ku,u, our calculations are not sensitive to the value of λc
µλ

c
e which appears

in Equation (16). Furthermore, we can set λu
l ∼ 0 in order to suppress rare kaon decays. In order to analyze the

constraints arising from this rare decay, we maximize the contribution from new physics by working in the limit where
λc
µλ

c
e ∼ λt

µλ
t
e and set mχ = 1 TeV. In order to extract an upper bound on the value of λt

µλ
t
e we follow the analysis

in [33] where we made use of the latest best fit value for Mν
eµ [46] assuming a normal hierarchy with m1 → 0, and

the current experimental bound on Br (µ → eγ) ≤ 2.4× 10−12 [47]. With this in mind we can rewrite Equation (21)
using Equation (16):

Br (µ → eγ) = 7.2× 10−6

(

Mν
eµ

Kt,t

)2

. (22)

Similar diagrams to those contributing to µ → eγ contribute to the decay b → sγ. This decay has a SM contribution
which is the same as the amplitude arising from our new physics. The data [48] is consistent with the SM expectation

Br (µ → eγ) = 7.2× 10−6
�meµ

Kt,t

�

meµ = 1.5− 8.8 meV

arXiv:1107.5547

Constraints
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• D meson oscillations:

u

c

NR

ψ

∆MD =

�
yuψy

c
ψ

�2
fDMD

64π2mψ

2

3
BDβ(mc,mmψ )|L(η)|

•                                                .xD =
∆MD

ΓD
= 0.43+0.15

−0.16% arXiv:1207.1158
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• Collider constraints: SUSY searches (stop pair- 
production), monojet+MET and jets+MET

13

1. Limits from jets+MET
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FIG. 8. Leading order Feynman diagrams the lead to jets plus MET final states at the LHC. The diagram on the left will also
lead to a tt̄ plus MET signature and can be constrained by searches for scalar top pair production [62].

In this section we look at the possibility of setting limits to our model by considering searches for jets + MET at
hadron colliders. We focus on a search for multijets and missing momentum with 19.5 fb−1 of data at

√
s = 8 TeV

by the CMS collaboration [19]. In our framework there are various topologies that lead to a multijet plus missing
momentum final state, these are depicted in Figures 8 and 9. For small couplings, yc,uψ , the dominant channel is
depicted in 8(a). In fact, this diagram resembles pair production of scalar quarks (squarks) in supersymmetry with a
final state containing between two and six jets for arbitrary choices of the couplings yt,c,uψ . For large yc,uψ couplings,
the production cross section is enhanced via the diagram depicted in Figure 9(a) since a Majorana fermion mediates
the reaction. This enhancement is more pronounced for large MNR .
The CMS collaboration [19] implements a selection criteria on the number of jets, Njets, with a transverse momen-

tum of pT > 50 GeV and a pseudorapidity of |η| < 2.5. Furthermore, each event is required to have MET above 150
GeV. They consider signal regions where Njets = 3− 5, 6− 7 and ≥ 8. To estimate the current bounds, we simulate
the leading order cross section for the processes depicted in Figures 8 and 9 using MadGraph 5 [59] for masses of the
right-handed Majorana neutrino, NR, and the coloured electroweak-singlet, mψ, for different regions of the couplings
yt,c,uψ . The parton showering and hadronization is carried out with PYTHIA [60] and employ the Delphes 3 detector
simulator package [61] to calculate our acceptances. Since our signal is inclusive, we carry out the matching between
the hard and low energy scales using the MLM matching scheme where parton events generated by MadGraph are
matched to jets from the perturbative shower to avoid double counting.

c/u ψ

c/u(c̄/ū)

t/c/u
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ψ (ψ†)

t/c/u (t̄/c̄/ū)
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a
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FIG. 9. Leading order Feynman diagrams that lead to jets plus MET final states at the LHC and that enhance the production
rate at large yt,c,u

ψ . The diagram on the right contributes to same-sign top (anti-top) production at the LHC.

The sensitivity of the CMS search to our model for ytψ → 1 and small yc,uψ decreases dramatically since now the
pair produced coloured singlet scalars will decay predominantly to t-quarks plus MET. In this particular case, the
signal region most sensitive to our model is one where Njets = 6− 7; however since the analysis does not implement a
t-quark reconstruction algorithm, the regions with the highest energy jets are those where ψ has a large mass and thus
a smaller production cross section. The signal regions where Njets = 3− 5 lead to a large number of signal events but
not enough to overcome the large systematic uncertainties in the calculated background, mainly the contribution from
QCD. The sensitivity of the CMS search to our model in the large yc,uψ limit is strongest for large Majorana masses and
away from the degenerate region mψ ≈ MNR , where high pT jets from the decay of the coloured electroweak-singlet
are more prominent.
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away from the degenerate region mψ ≈ MNR , where high pT jets from the decay of the coloured electroweak-singlet
are more prominent.
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• Collider constraints: SUSY searches (stop pair- 
production), monojet+MET and jets+MET
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In this section we look at the possibility of setting limits to our model by considering searches for jets + MET at
hadron colliders. We focus on a search for multijets and missing momentum with 19.5 fb−1 of data at

√
s = 8 TeV

by the CMS collaboration [19]. In our framework there are various topologies that lead to a multijet plus missing
momentum final state, these are depicted in Figures 8 and 9. For small couplings, yc,uψ , the dominant channel is
depicted in 8(a). In fact, this diagram resembles pair production of scalar quarks (squarks) in supersymmetry with a
final state containing between two and six jets for arbitrary choices of the couplings yt,c,uψ . For large yc,uψ couplings,
the production cross section is enhanced via the diagram depicted in Figure 9(a) since a Majorana fermion mediates
the reaction. This enhancement is more pronounced for large MNR .
The CMS collaboration [19] implements a selection criteria on the number of jets, Njets, with a transverse momen-

tum of pT > 50 GeV and a pseudorapidity of |η| < 2.5. Furthermore, each event is required to have MET above 150
GeV. They consider signal regions where Njets = 3− 5, 6− 7 and ≥ 8. To estimate the current bounds, we simulate
the leading order cross section for the processes depicted in Figures 8 and 9 using MadGraph 5 [59] for masses of the
right-handed Majorana neutrino, NR, and the coloured electroweak-singlet, mψ, for different regions of the couplings
yt,c,uψ . The parton showering and hadronization is carried out with PYTHIA [60] and employ the Delphes 3 detector
simulator package [61] to calculate our acceptances. Since our signal is inclusive, we carry out the matching between
the hard and low energy scales using the MLM matching scheme where parton events generated by MadGraph are
matched to jets from the perturbative shower to avoid double counting.
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FIG. 9. Leading order Feynman diagrams that lead to jets plus MET final states at the LHC and that enhance the production
rate at large yt,c,u

ψ . The diagram on the right contributes to same-sign top (anti-top) production at the LHC.

The sensitivity of the CMS search to our model for ytψ → 1 and small yc,uψ decreases dramatically since now the
pair produced coloured singlet scalars will decay predominantly to t-quarks plus MET. In this particular case, the
signal region most sensitive to our model is one where Njets = 6− 7; however since the analysis does not implement a
t-quark reconstruction algorithm, the regions with the highest energy jets are those where ψ has a large mass and thus
a smaller production cross section. The signal regions where Njets = 3− 5 lead to a large number of signal events but
not enough to overcome the large systematic uncertainties in the calculated background, mainly the contribution from
QCD. The sensitivity of the CMS search to our model in the large yc,uψ limit is strongest for large Majorana masses and
away from the degenerate region mψ ≈ MNR , where high pT jets from the decay of the coloured electroweak-singlet
are more prominent.
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NR

a

c/u NR

c̄/ū
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In order to show the available parameter space consistent with the present dark matter abundance and all of the
constraints discussed in the previous section, we present our results in the mψ −MNR plane.

200 400 600 800

100

200

300

400

500

600

MΨ !GeV"

M
N
!G
eV
"

200 400 600 800

100

200

300

400

500

600

MΨ !GeV"

M
N
!G
eV
"

FIG. 10. Allowed region of parameter space consistent with the density of dark matter as measured by Planck [6] (red solid
line) after taking into account all constraints discussed in Section V for yt

ψ = 1 and yc,u
ψ = 0.1 on the left and yt

ψ = 1 and
yc,u
ψ = 0.01, 0.5 on the right. The region in white is allowed but our dark matter annihilates too efficiently in the early universe.
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FIG. 11. Allowed region of parameter space consistent with the density of dark matter as measured by Planck [6] (red solid
line) after taking into account all constraints discussed in Section V for yt

ψ = 0.4 and yc,u
ψ = 0.01, 1. The region in white is

allowed but the dark matter annihilates too efficiently in the early universe.

In Figure 10(a) the region consistent with the density of dark matter as measured by Planck [6] is depicted by a
red solid line for ytψ = 1 and yc,uψ = 0.1. The dark grey region is excluded since we have assumed that mψ > MNR in
order for NR to be the lightest stable particle under the dark parity. The region below the green solid line is excluded
by searches for pair produced top squarks at the LHC. This is consistent with what we discussed in Section VE 3
where in the limit ytψ → 1 and yc,uψ → 0 the branching ratio BR(ψ → NR t) ≈ 1, thus the coloured electroweak-singlet
resembles a top squark that decays to a top quark and a neutralino as in supersymmetric extensions of the Standard

ytψ = 1, yc,uψ = 0.01, 0.5ytψ = 1, yc,uψ = 0.1

ytψ = 0.4, yc,uψ = 0.01, 1
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• Single top quark production in association with missing 
energy (MET) at the LHC.

constraints discussed in Section V.

We simulate our signal with an additional jet to take into account jets arising from initial

state radiation. Therefore, contributions to to the rate arise also from the diagrams depicted

in Figures 8-s1 and 9-s3 where one coloured electroweak-singlet decays to a top quark while

the other to a light jet. We implement a search strategy at the LHC in the hadronic and semi-

leptonic decay modes of the top-quark, that is: pp → t+NRNR → bjj+NRNR, blν+NRNR.

We study the possibility of detecting a monotop signal with the full data set with 8 TeV

centre of mass energy as well as in the future 14 TeV run.

A. LHC at 8 TeV: Hadronic mode.

To investigate the production of a single top with a large amount of missing energy at

the LHC, we simulate collisions with the full 20 fb−1 of integrated luminosity at centre of

mass energies of
√
s = 8 TeV. For a hadronically decaying top, the only source of irreducible

background is due to the production of an invisible decaying Z and three jets, one tagged

as a b-jet. The other dominant SM backgrounds consist of W plus jets, tt̄ production, single

top production, the production of two gauge bosons and QCD multijet production [20].

The latter are not simulated since their full implementation requires the use of data-driven

methods. However, we implement a series of kinematic cuts that are useful in order to

reduce this background.

c/u

c/u

NR

ψ
t

NR

FIG. 12. Leading order Feynman diagram for monotop production at the LHC in association with

missing transversed energy carried away by Majorana neutrino.

The dominant backgrounds are simulated at leading order using MadGraph 5 [57] and

implement PYTHIA [58] for the parton showering and hadronization. We then reweight the

events to include higher corrections when they are available. A k factor for tt̄ production

27

Monotop probe

• Apply search strategy for the semi-leptonic decay modes 
of the top quark at 8 and 14 TeV.
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Semi-leptonic mode signal 8 TeV:

t+NRNR → blν +NRNR

• Main Backgrounds:
• 
• 
•        and 
• Di-boson
• Less likely to be contaminated by QCD multijet 
background. Little contamination from mis-
reconstructed jet (pT cut) .

tt̄
tj + tW

Wj Zj
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• Pre-selection:
• Require events with a lepton:

• Require one b-jet to with                                           .

• At most one light jet.                                           .

Semi-leptonic mode signal 8 TeV:

pT > 20 GeV, |η| < 2.5

pT > 20 GeV, |η| < 2.5

arXiv:1310.7600

t+NRNR → blν +NRNR
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FIG. 13. Fraction of events as a function of the missing transverse energy, /E. The black solid line represents a scenario
within our framework where mψ = 150 GeV and MNR = 80 GeV while the dashed black line represents mψ = 700 GeV and
MNR = 210 GeV. Both signals were generated using (yt

ψ, y
c
ψ, y

u
ψ) = (1, 0.001, 0.5).
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FIG. 14. Fraction of events as a function of the number of b-jets (left) and light jets (right). The signal was generated using
the same parameter points as in Figure 13.

a hadronic top χ2 variable used in [62]. For each triplet of jets out of the 7 leading light jets and the leading b-jet a
χ2 variable is constructed as:

χ2 =
(Mbj1j2 −Mtop)2

σ2
bj1j2

+
(Mj1j2 −MW )2

σ2
j1j2

, (44)

where Mbj1j2 is the mass of the three-jet system, Mj1j2 is the mass of the two jet system, Mtop = 174 GeV the
pole mass of the top quark, and MW = 80.4 GeV the mass of the W boson. The variables σbj1j2 and σj1j2 are the
uncertainties on the masses obtained after implementing a jet energy resolution of 5%. In Figure 15 we show the cross
section as a function of the reconstructed top quark mass that minimizes the χ2 variable after requiring exactly one
b-jet and no charged leptons. One can see that the majority of signal and background events are consistent with the
hadronic decay of a top quark. Therefore, restricting this variable, applying an appropriate MET cut and requiring

• Two signal regions defined by the amount of 
missing energy and the transverse mass of the 
charged lepton, MT, to probe the small and 
large         regions.mψ

s1 : mψ = 150 GeV,MNR = 80 GeV

s2 : mψ = 700 GeV,MNR = 210 GeV

ytψ = 1, yuψ = 0.5

Semi-leptonic mode signal 8 TeV:

22
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FIG. 19. Same as in Figure 18 with /ET > 90 GeV.

probed with the current LHC data set even if the production cross sections are two orders of magnitude below their
benchmark scenario.
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FIG. 20. Fraction of events as a function of the lepton’s transverse mass, MT . The black solid line represents a scenario
within our framework where mψ = 150 GeV and MNR = 80 GeV while the dashed black line represents mψ = 700 GeV and
MNR = 210 GeV. Both signals were generated using (yt

ψ, y
c
ψ, y

u
ψ) = (1, 0.001, 0.5).

Unlike the hadronic mode, we pre-select events by requiring one charged lepton with pT > 20 GeV and |η| < 2.5
in addition to the presence of a b-jet with pT > 20 GeV and |η| < 2.5. Using Figures 13 and 20, we implement two
sets of cuts on the MET and MT to enhance the sensitivity to the low and high mψ regions. Furthermore, in order
to suppress the QCD multijet background, in samples with one jet, we exclude any event where the pT,j > 70, 120
GeV for the two sets of cuts respectively. In Table IV we show the number of expected events and cross section for
the SM backgrounds for two sets of cuts. One can see that the Z+jets background is negligible in both cases, while
a high MET cut and a large jet pT veto significantly reduces the tt̄ and W+jets backgrounds.
In Figures 21(a) and 21(b) we show the allowed region of parameter space after all constraints have been taken

into consideration (light and dark grey regions) in the mψ −MNR plane for the two sets of cuts using (ytψ, y
c
ψ, y

u
ψ) =

(1, 0.001, 0.5). We can see that the semi-leptonic mode yields similar results to the hadronic mode after cuts to

ytψ = 1, yuψ = 0.5
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•1 b-jet
• 0-1 light jets with pT,j < 70, 120 GeV.

Semi-leptonic mode signal 8 TeV (20 fb-1): 23

SM background N /E>90 GeV,MT >110 GeV (σ [pb]) N /E>200 GeV,MT >120 GeV (σ [pb])

W (→ lν)+ jets 212 (0.011) < 7 (< 3.41× 10−4)

Z+ jets < 3 (< 1.54 × 10−4) < 3 (< 1.54× 10−4)

tt̄+ jets 1327 (0.066) 49 (2.46 × 10−3)

t j + t W 242 (0.012) < 2 (< 1.15× 10−4)

WW 2 (1.15 × 10−4) < 1 (5.73 × 10−5)

WZ 1 (6.86 × 10−5) *** (< 2.29× 10−5)

ZZ *** (< 7.94 × 10−6) *** (< 7.94× 10−6)

TABLE IV. Number of expected events, N , with 20 fb−1 of integrated luminosity and cross section in the two signal regions
specified by the amount of MET (> 90, > 200 GeV) and charged lepton’s transverse mass, MT (> 110, 120 GeV) and after
applying the following cuts: nb = 1, nj = 0 or 1.
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FIG. 21. LHC reach with 20 fb−1 at 8 TeV of our semileptonic monotop signal using (yt
ψ, y

c
ψ, y

u
ψ) = (1, 0.001, 0.5) after applying

all the cuts described in the text with /ET ,MT > 90, 110 GeV(left) and /ET ,MT > 200, 120 GeV (right). We show three regions
where our monotop signal can reach a significance, s = S/

√
S +B, of two, three and five sigma depicted by the dashed black,

blue and green lines respectively.

suppress the all-hadronic tt̄ and multijet backgrounds are applied, Figures 18(a)-19(a), and with a larger significance
in the low mψ region. Similarly, for (ytψ, y

c
ψ, y

u
ψ) = (0.65, 0.001, 1) in Figures 22(a) and 22(b), but again here the region

that can be probed with a semi-leptonic monotop search is ruled out by monojet searches. Since we can more easily
reject the all-hadronic tt̄ and QCD multijet backgrounds by tagging the monotop through its semi-leptonic decay, in
the next section we apply the above search strategy to the LHC running at energies of 14 TeV, and we look at the
possibility of probing our model with 30 and 300 fb−1 of integrated luminosities.

C. LHC at 14 TeV

In this section we analyze the LHC reach of our monotop signal at 14 TeV centre of mass energies with 30 and
300 fb−1 of integrated luminosities. We give an estimate of the SM backgrounds using the the k-factors introduced
in Table I to account for the higher order QCD corrections. The normalized cross sections and the number of events
generated are given in Table V. In the previous sections we saw that both the hadronic mode, post-tt̄ all-hadronic cuts,
and the semi-leptonic mode yielded comparable sensitivities to the monotop signal. However, since in the leptonic
mode the QCD multijet background component can be safely neglected, we choose to approach the 14 TeV analysis
requiring an isolated lepton in the final state.
In our analysis the focus is in the scenario where (ytψ, y

c
ψ, y

u
ψ) = (1, 0.001, 0.5), since this benchmark will not be

arXiv:1310.7600

• Missing energy from mis-
reconstructed jets.
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Semi-leptonic mode signal 8 TeV (20 fb-1):

23
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FIG. 21. LHC reach with 20 fb−1 at 8 TeV of our semileptonic monotop signal using (yt
ψ, y

c
ψ, y

u
ψ) = (1, 0.001, 0.5) after applying

all the cuts described in the text with /ET ,MT > 90, 110 GeV(left) and /ET ,MT > 200, 120 GeV (right). We show three regions
where our monotop signal can reach a significance, s = S/

√
S +B, of two, three and five sigma depicted by the dashed black,

blue and green lines respectively.
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FIG. 21. LHC reach with 20 fb−1 at 8 TeV of our semileptonic monotop signal using (yt
ψ, y

c
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u
ψ) = (1, 0.001, 0.5) after applying

all the cuts described in the text with /ET ,MT > 90, 110 GeV(left) and /ET ,MT > 200, 120 GeV (right). We show three regions
where our monotop signal can reach a significance, s = S/

√
S +B, of two, three and five sigma depicted by the dashed black,

blue and green lines respectively.

suppress the all-hadronic tt̄ and multijet backgrounds are applied, Figures 18(a)-19(a), and with a larger significance
in the low mψ region. Similarly, for (ytψ, y

c
ψ, y

u
ψ) = (0.65, 0.001, 1) in Figures 22(a) and 22(b), but again here the region

that can be probed with a semi-leptonic monotop search is ruled out by monojet searches. Since we can more easily
reject the all-hadronic tt̄ and QCD multijet backgrounds by tagging the monotop through its semi-leptonic decay, in
the next section we apply the above search strategy to the LHC running at energies of 14 TeV, and we look at the
possibility of probing our model with 30 and 300 fb−1 of integrated luminosities.

C. LHC at 14 TeV

In this section we analyze the LHC reach of our monotop signal at 14 TeV centre of mass energies with 30 and
300 fb−1 of integrated luminosities. We give an estimate of the SM backgrounds using the the k-factors introduced
in Table I to account for the higher order QCD corrections. The normalized cross sections and the number of events
generated are given in Table V. In the previous sections we saw that both the hadronic mode, post-tt̄ all-hadronic cuts,
and the semi-leptonic mode yielded comparable sensitivities to the monotop signal. However, since in the leptonic
mode the QCD multijet background component can be safely neglected, we choose to approach the 14 TeV analysis
requiring an isolated lepton in the final state.
In our analysis the focus is in the scenario where (ytψ, y

c
ψ, y

u
ψ) = (1, 0.001, 0.5), since this benchmark will not be

MET > 90 GeV, MT > 110 GeV

MET > 200 GeV, MT > 120 GeV
ytψ = 1, yuψ = 0.5

ytψ = 1, yuψ = 0.5
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Semi-leptonic mode signal 14 TeV:

• SM backgrounds using k-factors from 8 TeV cross 
sections.
• Wj and Zj backgrounds suppressed by a combination of 
lepton isolation, b-tagging and MT cuts.
• However, for large collider energies, a large MET cut is 
necessary. 
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FIG. 22. Same as in Figure 21 with (yt
ψ, y

c
ψ, y

u
ψ) = (0.65, 0.001, 1).

Process σ [pb]

W+ jets 2.19 × 105

Z+ jets 6.66 × 104

tt̄+ jets 1052.93

tj+tW 347.42

WW 119.84

WZ 48.87

ZZ 17.09

TABLE V. Cross sections normalized to their next-to-leading order results for the leading SM background contributions at
centre of mass energies of 14 TeV. The cross sections are normalized using the k-factors introduced in Table I.

in much tension with dark matter direct detection constraints. In the previous subsection, we showed that the full
data set at

√
s = 8 TeV was not enough to probe the parameter space using the semi-leptonic decay mode of the

top quark. However, we saw that a large enough cut on the MET was enough to suppress the W and Z plus jets
backgrounds. This was due to the low acceptance rate from demanding a b-jet and an isolated lepton in the final
state. The suppression of the W plus jets background component was also due to a cut on the transverse mass of
the charged lepton, MT . At energies of

√
s = 14 TeV, the same behaviour is observed if one keeps events with a high

enough MET. Therefore, in our analysis we apply the cuts used to enhance the sensitivity of the search to the high
mψ region:

/ET > 200 GeV, MT > 120 GeV. (48)

In addition, we require events to contain up to one jet with pT < 120 GeV to suppress the QCD multijet SM
background which we do not simulate. The signal cross section together with the two dominant backgrounds, tt̄ and
tj + tW , are shown in Table VI. The signal corresponds to a coloured electroweak-singlet scalar with mass mψ = 700
GeV and a Majorana neutrino with mass MNR = 210 GeV. In Figures 23(a) and 23(b) we show the signal significance
in the mψ − MNR plane using 30 fb−1 and 300 fb−1 of integrated luminosities respectively. Contours of two, three
and five sigma are depicted by the dashed black, blue and green lines respectively. Compared to the scenario depicted
in Figure 21(b), the increase in energy from 8 to 14 TeV already shows that the LHC will potentially begin to probe
this framework very early during run 2. However, and order of magnitude increase in the luminosity will probe the
allowed region of parameter space for Majorana neutrino masses below ∼ 400 GeV.
Even though the above analysis has been carried out by tagging the semi-leptonic decay mode of the top quark, one

can equally tag the hadronic decay mode and apply similar cuts as those mentioned at the beginning of this section.
However, the all-hadronic and QCD multijet backgrounds do represent a problem in accurately taking into account all
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L [fb−1] σ (tt̄+ jets) [pb], N σ (tj + tW ) [pb], N σsignal[pb], N

30 6.31 × 10−3, 189 1.39 × 10−3, 42 6.85 × 10−4, 21
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TABLE VI. Number of expected events, N , with 30 and 300 fb−1 of integrated luminosities and cross section at
√
s = 14

TeV for the two dominant SM backgrounds specified after applying the cuts mentioned in the text. The signal strength is also
shown for mψ = 700 GeV and MNR = 210 GeV.
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FIG. 23. LHC reach with 30 (left) fb−1 and 300 fb−1 (right) at 14 TeV of our semileptonic monotop signal using (yt
ψ, y

c
ψ, y

u
ψ) =

(1, 0.001, 0.5) and after applying all the cuts described in the text. The three regions where our monotop signal can reach a
significance, s = S/

√
S +B, of two, three and five sigma are depicted by the dashed black, blue and green lines respectively.

SM backgrounds. Simulating these backgrounds will require the combined efforts from experimentalists and theorists
alike. Nonetheless, one can start to better discriminate the signal from the well established SM backgrounds by
tagging boosted tops. Within our framework, at

√
s = 14 TeV, the production of heavy coloured electroweak-singlet

scalars leads to boosted tops provided that the mass of the Majorana neutrino is not very large. This is particularly
interesting since this region of parameter space is consistent with the relic abundance of dark matter in the universe.
In Figure 24 we show the fraction of events as a function of the transverse momentum of the reconstructed top
quark, pT,top. The momentum corresponds to the combination of jets with minimizes the χ2 variable introduced in
Equation 47. The black dashed line corresponds to the signal with mψ = 700 GeV and MNR = 210 GeV. The study
of boosted tops and how they are tagged is an active field of research [71–76] and it would be very interesting to see its
effects on models that predict a monotop signal at large centre of mass energies, together with a full implementation
and treatment of the QCD multijet background.

VIII. DISCUSSION

In this study we have generalized the model introduced in [33], coupling all three generations of right-handed up-
type quarks to a Majorana neutrino and a coloured electroweak-singlet scalar. Within this framework, the dark matter
relic abundance can match the latest experimental results over a wide range of couplings yt,c,uψ . However, we saw that
very large values of yuψ can be in disagreement with limits obtained from direct dark matter searches. In particular,
the model is mainly constrained by spin dependent interactions between the dark matter and nuclei. The constraints
are larger when the coloured electroweak-singlet scalar is in resonance with the Majorana neutrino. Furthermore, the
possibility of radiatively generating Majorana masses for the active neutrinos is mainly dependent on ytψ since the
contributions from the up and charm quarks are proportional to their masses. Natural neutrino masses are possible
over the whole range of ytψ values. However, constraints from rare decays such as µ → eγ prefer large values of ytψ.
In addition, D-meson oscillations tend to constrain the product yuψy

c
ψ.

ytψ = 1, yuψ = 0.5, mψ = 700 GeV, MNR = 210 GeV

• MET > 200 GeV, MT > 120 GeV and pT,j < 120 GeV
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Semi-leptonic mode signal 14 TeV:
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TABLE VI. Number of expected events, N , with 30 and 300 fb−1 of integrated luminosities and cross section at
√
s = 14

TeV for the two dominant SM backgrounds specified after applying the cuts mentioned in the text. The signal strength is also
shown for mψ = 700 GeV and MNR = 210 GeV.
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FIG. 23. LHC reach with 30 (left) fb−1 and 300 fb−1 (right) at 14 TeV of our semileptonic monotop signal using (yt
ψ, y

c
ψ, y

u
ψ) =

(1, 0.001, 0.5) and after applying all the cuts described in the text. The three regions where our monotop signal can reach a
significance, s = S/

√
S +B, of two, three and five sigma are depicted by the dashed black, blue and green lines respectively.

SM backgrounds. Simulating these backgrounds will require the combined efforts from experimentalists and theorists
alike. Nonetheless, one can start to better discriminate the signal from the well established SM backgrounds by
tagging boosted tops. Within our framework, at

√
s = 14 TeV, the production of heavy coloured electroweak-singlet

scalars leads to boosted tops provided that the mass of the Majorana neutrino is not very large. This is particularly
interesting since this region of parameter space is consistent with the relic abundance of dark matter in the universe.
In Figure 24 we show the fraction of events as a function of the transverse momentum of the reconstructed top
quark, pT,top. The momentum corresponds to the combination of jets with minimizes the χ2 variable introduced in
Equation 47. The black dashed line corresponds to the signal with mψ = 700 GeV and MNR = 210 GeV. The study
of boosted tops and how they are tagged is an active field of research [71–76] and it would be very interesting to see its
effects on models that predict a monotop signal at large centre of mass energies, together with a full implementation
and treatment of the QCD multijet background.

VIII. DISCUSSION

In this study we have generalized the model introduced in [33], coupling all three generations of right-handed up-
type quarks to a Majorana neutrino and a coloured electroweak-singlet scalar. Within this framework, the dark matter
relic abundance can match the latest experimental results over a wide range of couplings yt,c,uψ . However, we saw that
very large values of yuψ can be in disagreement with limits obtained from direct dark matter searches. In particular,
the model is mainly constrained by spin dependent interactions between the dark matter and nuclei. The constraints
are larger when the coloured electroweak-singlet scalar is in resonance with the Majorana neutrino. Furthermore, the
possibility of radiatively generating Majorana masses for the active neutrinos is mainly dependent on ytψ since the
contributions from the up and charm quarks are proportional to their masses. Natural neutrino masses are possible
over the whole range of ytψ values. However, constraints from rare decays such as µ → eγ prefer large values of ytψ.
In addition, D-meson oscillations tend to constrain the product yuψy

c
ψ.
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√
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TeV for the two dominant SM backgrounds specified after applying the cuts mentioned in the text. The signal strength is also
shown for mψ = 700 GeV and MNR = 210 GeV.
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FIG. 23. LHC reach with 30 (left) fb−1 and 300 fb−1 (right) at 14 TeV of our semileptonic monotop signal using (yt
ψ, y

c
ψ, y

u
ψ) =

(1, 0.001, 0.5) and after applying all the cuts described in the text. The three regions where our monotop signal can reach a
significance, s = S/

√
S +B, of two, three and five sigma are depicted by the dashed black, blue and green lines respectively.

SM backgrounds. Simulating these backgrounds will require the combined efforts from experimentalists and theorists
alike. Nonetheless, one can start to better discriminate the signal from the well established SM backgrounds by
tagging boosted tops. Within our framework, at

√
s = 14 TeV, the production of heavy coloured electroweak-singlet

scalars leads to boosted tops provided that the mass of the Majorana neutrino is not very large. This is particularly
interesting since this region of parameter space is consistent with the relic abundance of dark matter in the universe.
In Figure 24 we show the fraction of events as a function of the transverse momentum of the reconstructed top
quark, pT,top. The momentum corresponds to the combination of jets with minimizes the χ2 variable introduced in
Equation 47. The black dashed line corresponds to the signal with mψ = 700 GeV and MNR = 210 GeV. The study
of boosted tops and how they are tagged is an active field of research [71–76] and it would be very interesting to see its
effects on models that predict a monotop signal at large centre of mass energies, together with a full implementation
and treatment of the QCD multijet background.

VIII. DISCUSSION

In this study we have generalized the model introduced in [33], coupling all three generations of right-handed up-
type quarks to a Majorana neutrino and a coloured electroweak-singlet scalar. Within this framework, the dark matter
relic abundance can match the latest experimental results over a wide range of couplings yt,c,uψ . However, we saw that
very large values of yuψ can be in disagreement with limits obtained from direct dark matter searches. In particular,
the model is mainly constrained by spin dependent interactions between the dark matter and nuclei. The constraints
are larger when the coloured electroweak-singlet scalar is in resonance with the Majorana neutrino. Furthermore, the
possibility of radiatively generating Majorana masses for the active neutrinos is mainly dependent on ytψ since the
contributions from the up and charm quarks are proportional to their masses. Natural neutrino masses are possible
over the whole range of ytψ values. However, constraints from rare decays such as µ → eγ prefer large values of ytψ.
In addition, D-meson oscillations tend to constrain the product yuψy

c
ψ.

L = 30 fb-1

L = 300 fb-1

ytψ = 1, yuψ = 0.5

ytψ = 1, yuψ = 0.5
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Summary

• A weakly interacting massive particle is still a very 
attractive candidate to address the nature of dark matter.
•  We must use not only astrophysical resources to address 
the nature of dark matter but the power of hadron 
colliders.
• The existence of dark matter may be inferred through 
exotic processes as well as properties of SM particles. 
• Next run at the LHC may begin to probe monotop 
production.
• It may lead to evidence of the underlying mechanism the 
bestows neutrinos with mass.
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Dark matter - nucleon scattering: yuψ = 0.5
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FIG. 4. Same as in Figure 3(a) and 3(b) but with yu
ψ = 0.5

ν!L ν!′ Lt N t

χ χψ ψ

FIG. 5. 3-loop generation of a Majorana mass for active neutrinos from the t-quark. The crosses on the fermion lines indicate
mass insertions. Similar diagrams from the u- and c-quarks will also play a role.

This diagram was due to exchanges of both ψ and χ fields. The mechanism is depicted in Figure 5 and gives finite
contributions to the $, $′ elements of the active neutrino mass matrix Mν that can be written as

(Mν)""′ =
∑

i,j

Kijλi
"λ

j
"′ , (16)

where i, j = u, c, t. The Kij factor controls the scale of neutrino masses and it is given by

Kij =
yi
ψy

j
ψρ

(16π2)3
mimj M

3
NR

(m2
χ −m2

i )(m
2
χ −m2

j)
I(m2

ψ,m
2
χ,m

2
i , m

2
j),

I(m2
ψ,m

2
χ,m

2
i ,m

2
j) =

∫ ∞

0

du
u

u+ 1
f(u,m2

i ,m
2
ψ, m

2
χ)f(u,m

2
j ,m

2
ψ,m

2
χ)

f(u,m2,m2
ψ,m

2
χ) =

∫ 1

0

dx ln

(

m2
χ(1− x) +m2

ψx+M2
Nux(1− x)

m2(1− x) +m2
ψx+M2

Nux(1− x)

)

. (17)

This reveals the workings of a generalized seesaw mechanism. The seesaw scale here is mχ. In the limit MNR → 0
there is a conserved lepton number and therefore the active neutrinos will remain massless. Dimensional arguments
give the other mass ratios in Equation(17) as the integrals are dimensionless.
Numerically it is easy to see that the important contributions come from the t- and c-quarks without fine tuning

of the Yukawa couplings. Moreover, if only one generation of quarks contributes, such as the t-quark, then it will
give rise to two massless active neutrinos which is ruled out by neutrino oscillation data. Thus, at least two quark
generations must come into play. This will result in one massless neutrino, which is consistent with current data. If
all three neutrinos were to be found to have non zero masses, then the u-quark must also be included. We note that
another solution for light neutrino masses would be to add one or two more NR but we don’t pursue this alternative
here.
In this work we update the results presented in [33] in various interesting regions of parameter space. We choose

to vary only the mass of the coloured electroweak-singlet scalar and the Majorana neutrino, NR. We use a coloured
electroweak-triplet scalar with mass mχ = 1 TeV and a scalar potential coupling ρ = 0.1 as benchmark points.
In addition, we keep the leading contribution to the masses of the active neutrinos coming from the t-quark. In

Figure 6(a) we present the Kt,t factor in the MNR − mψ plane for ytψ = 1 and yc/uψ ≈ 0. The red and black lines
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FIG. 6. Kt,t factor in the MNR−mψ plane. (a)Left: yt
ψ = 1 and yc/u

ψ ≈ 0. The red and black lines correspond to Kt,t = 500, 100

eV respectively. (b)Right: yt
ψ ≈ 0 and yc/u

ψ = 1. The red and black lines correspond to Kt,t = 5, 1 eV.

correspond to Kt,t = 500, 100 eV respectively. We emphasize that values of Kt,t below 100 eV are possible for small

Majorana masses and large values of mψ. Figure 6(b) corresponds to ytψ ≈ 0 and yc/uψ = 1. The red and black lines
correspond to Kt,t = 5, 1 eV. In this region of parameter space, a Kt,t factor in the meV range is possible for small
values of MNR and large values of mψ.

V. CONSTRAINTS

In the following subsections we discuss the main constraints on our model. In particular, we look at the regions of
parameter space excluded by lepton flavour violating decays, rare decays of the top quark and the existence of new
modes for Higgs decay and production. Furthermore, we look at the latest collider searches for dark matter by the
CMS collaboration in the jets + MET and monojet channels.

A. µ → eγ and rare b decays

Although the dark matter calculation is not sensitive to the masses of the coloured electroweak-triplet states, they
can give rise to lepton flavour violating decays such as µ → eγ as well as a contribution to the muon anomalous
magnetic moment, aµ. Both contributions come in at the 1-loop level. Interestingly, the singlet state ψ does not
contribute to these processes at this level. The Feynman diagrams for the µ → eγ decay process are depicted in
Figure 7.

The effective Lagrangian for the decay can be written as

L = Aēiσµν(1 + γ5)µFµν . (18)

The decay width is given by

Γ(µ → eγ) =
|A|2m3

µ

16π
, (19)

ytψ ≈ 1 ytψ ≈ 0

ρ = 0.1, mχ = 1 TeV


