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1.  Neutrino signatures in cosmology 

2.  Current bounds 

3.  Future sensitivity 

4.  FAQs: 

•  Model-dependence of cosmological bounds ? 

•  Complementarity with laboratory bounds ? 

•  Sensitivity to individual masses ? 
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 What does cosmology actually probes? 

TWO independent questions: 
•  Is there extra radiation on top of photons and standard neutrinos? 
•  Is part of the radiation content becoming non-relativistic at late times (HDM) ? 
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 Different observables 

•  Is there extra radiation on top of photons and standard neutrinos? 

•  CMB:  
     peak scale relative to diffusion scale,  
     peak amplitude patterns 

 
•  LSS:  
      BAO peak patterns 
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 Different observables 

•  Is part of the radiation content becoming non-relativistic at late times (HDM) ? 

•  LSS 
     less dark matter fluctuations on small scales 
     Probed by: 

•        galaxy correlation 
•        galaxy cosmic shear 
•        cluster abundance 
•        CMB lensing 
•        Lyα forests in quasar spectra 

     Depends on scale and time/redshift 
 
•  Primary CMB 
     depletion from eISW 
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reference 

with hot component 



 First effect… 

… parametrised by Neff :  
 

Neff = energy density of radiation, besides photons, in early universe,  
in units of the density of one standard neutrino family (omitting technical details) 

 
Neff  > 3 could be due to: 
 

•  Neutrino-antineutrino asymmetry 
•  Extra production of neutrinos after decoupling (e.g. from decay of exotic particle) 
•  Light sterile neutrinos (not seen by LEP since not weakly coupled; connection with possible 

anomalies in reactors, Galium, short baseline experiments) 
•  Any other massless or light relic (thermal axion, gravitinos, dark hidden sector …) 
•  Unusually large background of gravity waves 
•  Effective dark radiation from modified gravity 
•  Etc. 
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Totally indistinguishable if all these 
components are very relativistic (typically 

mν<0.01 eV) 



 Second effect… 

… parametrised by Mνeff  (eV):  
 

Energy density of matter behaving as “hot” instead of “cold”, in late universe, divided by appropriate 
factor so that Mνeff = physical mass if all hot particles have the number density as standard neutrinos 

 
Mνeff   > 0 could be due to: 
 

•  Neutrino masses, contributing to at least Mνeff > 0.06 eV (NH) or 0.11 eV (IH) 
•  Light sterile neutrinos with masses of O(10-1) eV at least (otherwise, undetectable) 
•  Any other light relic (thermal axion, gravitinos, dark hidden sector …) 
 
Bounds on Mνeff are model-dependent  
(e.g. on different ways to split total mass between species, which affect time of non-relativistic transitions…) 
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Measuring Neff 

•  Ultimately, constraints driven by CMB damping tail  
•  WMAP+SPT see anomalously low tail: Neff > 3 at 2 sigma 
•  Planck and Planck+BAO well compatible with standard value at 1 sigma 
•  Planck (+BAO) + HST : enforce higher H0, hence also higher Neff  
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CMB alone (Planck+WP+HighL) 
 
Neff = 3.36 ± 0.66   (95%CL) 
 
With lensing and BAO: 
 
Neff = 3.30 ± 0.52   (95%CL) 
 
 
 

BBN consistency 
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Planck Collaboration: Cosmological parameters

which favour higher values. Increasing the neutrino mass will
only make this tension worse and drive us to artificially tight
constraints on

⇧
m⇥. If we relax spatial flatness, the CMB ge-

ometric degeneracy becomes three-dimensional in models with
massive neutrinos and the constraints on

⇧
m⇥ weaken consider-

ably to

⌃
m⇥ <

�⌅⌅⇤
⌅⌅⇥

0.98 eV (95%; Planck+WP+highL)
0.32 eV (95%; Planck+WP+highL+BAO).

(73)

6.3.2. Constraints on Ne⇤

As discussed in Sect. 2, the density of radiation in the Universe
(besides photons) is usually parameterized by the e⇤ective neu-
trino number Ne⇤ . This parameter specifies the energy density
when the species are relativistic in terms of the neutrino tem-
perature assuming exactly three flavours and instantaneous de-
coupling. In the Standard Model, Ne⇤ = 3.046, due to non-
instantaneous decoupling corrections (Mangano et al. 2005).

However, there has been some mild preference for
Ne⇤ > 3.046 from recent CMB anisotropy measurements
(Komatsu et al. 2011; Dunkley et al. 2011; Keisler et al. 2011;
Archidiacono et al. 2011; Hinshaw et al. 2012; Hou et al. 2012).
This is potentially interesting, since an excess could be caused
by a neutrino/anti-neutrino asymmetry, sterile neutrinos, and/or
any other light relics in the Universe. In this subsection we dis-
cuss the constraints on Ne⇤ from Planck in scenarios where the
extra relativistic degrees of freedom are e⇤ectively massless.

The physics of how Ne⇤ is constrained by CMB anisotropies
is explained in Bashinsky & Seljak (2004), Hou et al. (2011)
and Lesgourgues et al. (2013). The main e⇤ect is that increasing
the radiation density at fixed �⇥ (to preserve the angular scales of
the acoustic peaks) and fixed zeq (to preserve the early-ISW ef-
fect and so first-peak height) increases the expansion rate before
recombination and reduces the age of the Universe at recombi-
nation. Since the di⇤usion length scales approximately as the
square root of the age, while the sound horizon varies propor-
tionately with the age, the angular scale of the photon di⇤usion
length, �D, increases, thereby reducing power in the damping tail
at a given multipole. Combining Planck, WMAP polarization and
the high-⌦ experiments gives

Ne⇤ = 3.36+0.68
�0.64 (95%; Planck+WP+highL). (74)

The marginalized posterior distribution is given in Fig. 27 (black
curve).

Increasing Ne⇤ at fixed �⇥ and zeq necessarily raises the ex-
pansion rate at low redshifts too. Combining CMB with distance
measurements can therefore improve constraints (see Fig. 27) al-
though for the BAO observable rdrag/DV(z) the reduction in both
rdrag and DV(z) with increasing Ne⇤ partly cancel. With the BAO
data of Sect. 5.2, the Ne⇤ constraint is tightened to

Ne⇤ = 3.30+0.54
�0.51 (95%; Planck+WP+highL+BAO). (75)

Our constraints from CMB alone and CMB+BAO are compati-
ble with the standard value Ne⇤ = 3.046 at the 1⇤ level, giving
no evidence for extra relativistic degrees of freedom.

Since Ne⇤ is positively correlated with H0, the tension be-
tween the Planck data and direct measurements of H0 in the base
⇥CDM model (Sect. 5.3) can be reduced at the expense of high
Ne⇤ . The marginalized constraint is

Ne⇤ = 3.62+0.50
�0.48 (95%; Planck+WP+highL+H0). (76)
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Fig. 27. Marginalized posterior distribution of Ne⇤ for
Planck+WP+highL (black) and additionally BAO (blue),
the H0 measurement (red), and both BAO and H0 (green).

For this data combination, the ⌅2 for the best-fitting model al-
lowing Ne⇤ to vary is lower by 5.0 than for the base Ne⇤ = 3.046
model. The H0 fit is much better, with �⌅2 = �4.0, but there
is no strong preference either way from the CMB. The low-⌦
temperature power spectrum does mildly favour the high Ne⇤
model (�⌅2 = �1.6) since Ne⇤ is positively correlated with ns
(see Fig. 24) and increasing ns reduces power on large scales.
The rest of the Planck power spectrum is agnostic (�⌅2 = �0.5),
while the high-⌦ experiments mildly disfavour high Ne⇤ in our
fits (�⌅2 = 1.3). Further including the BAO data pulls the cen-
tral value downwards by around 0.5⇤ (see Fig. 27):

Ne⇤ = 3.52+0.48
�0.45 (95%; Planck+WP+highL+H0+BAO). (77)

The ⌅2 at the best-fit for this data combination (Ne⇤ = 3.37)
is lower by 3.6 than the best-fitting Ne⇤ = 3.046 model. While
the high Ne⇤ best-fit is preferred by Planck+WP (�⌅2 = �3.3)
and the H0 data (�⌅2 = �2.8 giving an acceptable ⌅2 = 2.4
for this data point), it is disfavoured by the high-⌦ CMB data
(�⌅2 = 2.0) and slightly by BAO (�⌅2 = 0.4). We conclude
that the tension between direct H0 measurements and the CMB
and BAO data in the base ⇥CDM can be relieved at the cost of
additional neutrino-like physics, but there is no strong preference
for this extension from the CMB damping tail.

Throughout this subsection, we have assumed that all the
relativistic components parameterized by Ne⇤ consist of ordi-
nary free-streaming relativistic particles. Extra radiation com-
ponents with a di⇤erent sound speed or viscosity parame-
ter (Hu 1998) can provide a good fit to pre-Planck CMB
data (Archidiacono et al. 2013), but are not investigated in this
paper.

6.3.3. Simultaneous constraints on Ne⇤ and either
⇧

m⇥ or
me⇤
⇥, sterile

It is interesting to investigate simultaneous contraints on Ne⇤ and⇧
m⇥, since extra relics could coexist with neutrinos of size-

able mass, or could themselves have a mass in the eV range.
Joint constraints on Ne⇤ and

⇧
m⇥ have been explored sev-

eral times in the literature. These two parameters are known

43

CMB alone (Planck+WP+HighL) 
 
Neff = 3.36 ± 0.66   (95%CL) 
 
With lensing and BAO: 
 
Neff = 3.30 ± 0.52   (95%CL) 
 
With H0: 
 
Neff = 3.63 ± 0.49   (95%CL) 



Measuring Neff 

•  Ultimately, constraints driven by CMB damping tail  
•  WMAP+SPT see anomalously low tail: Neff > 3 at 2 sigma 
•  Planck and Planck+BAO well compatible with standard value at 1 sigma 
•  Planck (+BAO) + HST : enforce higher H0, hence also higher Neff 

•  Planck + BICEP2 : to decrease r tension, also higher Neff 
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CMB alone (Planck+WP+HighL+BICEP2) 
 
Neff = 4.00 ± 0.82   (95%CL) 
 

15

FIG. 4: Left panel: the red contours show the 68% and 95% CL allowed regions from the combination of CMB data, BOSS
DR11 BAO measurements and WiggleZ full shape power spectrum measurements in the (

P
m⌫ (eV), Ne↵) plane. The blue

contours depict the constraints after a prior on the Hubble constant from HST and the remaining BAO data are added in the
analysis. Right panel: as in the left panel but in the (

P
m⌫ (eV), me↵

s (eV)) plane.

FIG. 5: Left panel: Constraints in the Neff vs r plane from Planck+WP and Planck+WP+BICEP2 data. Notice how the
inclusion of the BICEP2 constraint shifts the contours towards Ne↵ > 3. Right panel: constraints on the ⌃m⌫ vs r plane from
Planck+WP and Planck+WP+BICEP2 data. In this case there is no indication for neutrino masses from the combination of
CMB data.

Planck+WP limit of r < 0.11 at 95% c.l. and the re-
cent BICEP2 result. This tension appears as less evident
when extra relativistic particles are included. We imag-
ine a further preference for N

e↵

> 3 if the HST data is
included. The BICEP2 result does not a↵ect the current

constraints on neutrino masses as we can see from the
right side of figure Fig. 5.

Giusarma et al. 1403.4852 



13.06.2014 Planck implications for neutrinos – J. Lesgourgues 15 

Measuring Mνeff 

CMB: 

•  Not observed by Planck (within error bars)! 

•  Planck + WP alone: Mν < 0.66 eV   (95% CL) 

•  adding BAO: Mν < 0.23 eV                                      Planck XVI paper, 2013 

CMB + LSS: 

•  Contradictions: compatible with Mν < 0.23 eV or pointing at ~0.3-0.4 eV 
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Measuring Mνeff 

CMB + LSS: 

•  Vulnerable to systematics and parameter degeneracies due to limited 
number of: scales, redshifts, independent tracers of dark matter 

 



13.06.2014 Planck implications for neutrinos – J. Lesgourgues 17 

Measuring Mνeff 

CMB + LSS: 

•  Vulnerable to systematics and parameter degeneracies due to limited 
number of: scales, redshifts, independent tracers of dark matter 

 
Any experiment seeing low amplitude favors high 
neutrino mass but conflicts CMB TT  
•  CMB lensing,  
•  (SZ) clusters, 
•   CFHTLens weak lensing, 
•  BOSS red.-space dist. 
Claims for Mν~0.3eV – 0.8eV 
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Measuring Mνeff 

CMB + LSS: 

•  Vulnerable to systematics and parameter degeneracies due to limited 
number of: scales, redshifts, independent tracers of dark matter 

 
Any experiment seeing low amplitude favors high 
neutrino mass but conflicts CMB TT  
•  CMB lensing,  
•  (SZ) clusters, 
•   CFHTLens weak lensing, 
•  BOSS red.-space dist. 
Claims for Mν~0.3eV – 0.8eV 

Any experiment seeing 
high amplitude disfavors 
high neutrino mass:  
•  SDSS Ly-α of 2006 
     Mν < 0.17 eV (95%) 



Joint constraints 

CMB only (Planck + WP + highL) analysis for 3+1 case: 
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Planck Collaboration: Cosmological parameters
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Fig. 28. Left: 2D joint posterior distribution between Ne⇤ and
�

m� (the summed mass of the three active neutrinos) in models with
extra massless neutrino-like species. Right: Samples in the Ne⇤–me⇤

�, sterile plane, colour-coded by ⇥ch2, in models with one massive
sterile neutrino family, with e⇤ective mass me⇤

�, sterile, and the three active neutrinos as in the base �CDM model. The physical mass
of the sterile neutrino in the thermal scenario, mthermal

sterile , is constant along the grey dashed lines, with the indicated mass in eV. The
physical mass in the Dodelson-Widrow scenario, mDW

sterile, is constant along the dotted lines (with the value indicated on the adjacent
dashed lines).

The above contraints are also appropriate for the Dodelson-
Widrow scenario, but for a physical mass cut of mDW

sterile < 20 eV.
The thermal and Dodelson-Widrow scenarios considered

here are representative of a large number of possible models that
have recently been investigated in the literature (Hamann et al.
2011; Diamanti et al. 2012; Archidiacono et al. 2012;
Hannestad et al. 2012).

6.4. Big bang nucleosynthesis

Observations of light elements abundances created during big
bang nucleosynthesis (BBN) provided one of the earliest preci-
sion tests of cosmology and were critical in establishing the ex-
istence of a hot big bang. Up-to-date accounts of nucleosynthe-
sis are given by Iocco et al. (2009) and Steigman (2012). In the
standard BBN model, the abundance of light elements (parame-
terized by YBBN

P ⇤ 4nHe/nb for helium-4 and yBBN
DP ⇤ 105nD/nH

for deuterium, where ni is the number density of species i) can
be predicted as a function of the baryon density ⌅b, the number
of relativistic degrees of freedom parameterized by Ne⇤ , and of
the lepton asymmetry in the electron neutrino sector. Throughout
this subsection, we assume for simplicity that lepton asymmetry
is too small to play a role at BBN. This is a reasonable assump-
tion, since Planck data cannot improve existing constraints on
the asymmetry34. We also assume that there is no significant en-

34A primordial lepton asymmetry could modify the outcome of BBN
only if it were very large (of the order of 10�3 or bigger). Such a large
asymmetry is not motivated by particle physics, and is strongly con-
strained by BBN. Indeed, by taking into account neutrino oscillations
in the early Universe, which tend to equalize the distribution function
of three neutrino species, Mangano et al. (2012) derived strong bounds
on the lepton asymmetry. CMB data cannot improve these bounds, as
shown by Castorina et al. (2012); an exquisite sensitivity to Ne⇤ would
be required. Note that the results of Mangano et al. (2012) assume that
Ne⇤ departs from the standard value only due to the lepton asymmetry.
A model with both a large lepton asymmetry and extra relativistic relics
could be constrained by CMB data. However, we will not consider such
a contrived scenario in this paper.

tropy increase between BBN and the present day, so that our
CMB constraints on the baryon-to-photon ratio can be used to
compute primordial abundances.

To calculate the dependence of YBBN
P and yBBN

DP on the
parameters ⌅b and Ne⇤ , we use the accurate public code
PArthENoPE (Pisanti et al. 2008), which incorporates values
of nuclear reaction rates, particle masses and fundamental
constants, and an updated estimate of the neutron lifetime
(⇤n = 880.1 s; Beringer et al. 2012). Experimental uncertain-
ties on each of these quantities lead to a theoretical error for
YBBN

P (⌅b,Ne⇤) and yBBN
DP (⌅b,Ne⇤). For helium, the error is dom-

inated by the uncertainty in the neutron lifetime, leading to35

⇥(YBBN
P ) = 0.0003. For deuterium, the error is dominated by

uncertainties in several nuclear rates, and is estimated to be
⇥(yBBN

DP ) = 0.04 (Serpico et al. 2004).
These predictions for the light elements can be confronted

with measurements of their abundances, and also with CMB data
(which is sensitive to ⌅b, Ne⇤ , and YP). We shall see below that
for the base cosmological model with Ne⇤ = 3.046 (or even for
an extended scenario with free Ne⇤) the CMB data predict the
primordial abundances, under the assumption of standard BBN,
with smaller uncertainties than those estimated for the measured
abundances. Furthermore, the CMB predictions are consistent
with direct abundance measurements.

6.4.1. Observational data on primordial abundances

The observational constraint on the primordial helium-4 frac-
tion used in this paper is YBBN

P = 0.2534 ± 0.0083 (68% CL)
from the recent data compilation of Aver et al. (2012), based
on spectroscopic observations of the chemical abundances in
metal-poor H ii regions. The error on this measurement is domi-
nated by systematic e⇤ects that will be di⌅cult to resolve in the
near future. It is reassuring that the independent and conserva-

35Serpico et al. (2004) quotes ⇥(YBBN
P ) = 0.0002, but since that

work, the uncertainty on the neutron lifetime has been re-evaluated,
from ⇥(⇤n) = 0.8 s to ⇥(⇤n) = 1.1 s Beringer et al. (2012).

45



Light sterile neutrinos 

CMB only (Planck + WP + highL) analysis for 3+1 case: 
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Fig. 28. Left: 2D joint posterior distribution between Ne⇤ and
�

m� (the summed mass of the three active neutrinos) in models with
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of the sterile neutrino in the thermal scenario, mthermal

sterile , is constant along the grey dashed lines, with the indicated mass in eV. The
physical mass in the Dodelson-Widrow scenario, mDW

sterile, is constant along the dotted lines (with the value indicated on the adjacent
dashed lines).

The above contraints are also appropriate for the Dodelson-
Widrow scenario, but for a physical mass cut of mDW

sterile < 20 eV.
The thermal and Dodelson-Widrow scenarios considered

here are representative of a large number of possible models that
have recently been investigated in the literature (Hamann et al.
2011; Diamanti et al. 2012; Archidiacono et al. 2012;
Hannestad et al. 2012).

6.4. Big bang nucleosynthesis

Observations of light elements abundances created during big
bang nucleosynthesis (BBN) provided one of the earliest preci-
sion tests of cosmology and were critical in establishing the ex-
istence of a hot big bang. Up-to-date accounts of nucleosynthe-
sis are given by Iocco et al. (2009) and Steigman (2012). In the
standard BBN model, the abundance of light elements (parame-
terized by YBBN

P ⇤ 4nHe/nb for helium-4 and yBBN
DP ⇤ 105nD/nH

for deuterium, where ni is the number density of species i) can
be predicted as a function of the baryon density ⌅b, the number
of relativistic degrees of freedom parameterized by Ne⇤ , and of
the lepton asymmetry in the electron neutrino sector. Throughout
this subsection, we assume for simplicity that lepton asymmetry
is too small to play a role at BBN. This is a reasonable assump-
tion, since Planck data cannot improve existing constraints on
the asymmetry34. We also assume that there is no significant en-

34A primordial lepton asymmetry could modify the outcome of BBN
only if it were very large (of the order of 10�3 or bigger). Such a large
asymmetry is not motivated by particle physics, and is strongly con-
strained by BBN. Indeed, by taking into account neutrino oscillations
in the early Universe, which tend to equalize the distribution function
of three neutrino species, Mangano et al. (2012) derived strong bounds
on the lepton asymmetry. CMB data cannot improve these bounds, as
shown by Castorina et al. (2012); an exquisite sensitivity to Ne⇤ would
be required. Note that the results of Mangano et al. (2012) assume that
Ne⇤ departs from the standard value only due to the lepton asymmetry.
A model with both a large lepton asymmetry and extra relativistic relics
could be constrained by CMB data. However, we will not consider such
a contrived scenario in this paper.

tropy increase between BBN and the present day, so that our
CMB constraints on the baryon-to-photon ratio can be used to
compute primordial abundances.

To calculate the dependence of YBBN
P and yBBN

DP on the
parameters ⌅b and Ne⇤ , we use the accurate public code
PArthENoPE (Pisanti et al. 2008), which incorporates values
of nuclear reaction rates, particle masses and fundamental
constants, and an updated estimate of the neutron lifetime
(⇤n = 880.1 s; Beringer et al. 2012). Experimental uncertain-
ties on each of these quantities lead to a theoretical error for
YBBN

P (⌅b,Ne⇤) and yBBN
DP (⌅b,Ne⇤). For helium, the error is dom-

inated by the uncertainty in the neutron lifetime, leading to35

⇥(YBBN
P ) = 0.0003. For deuterium, the error is dominated by

uncertainties in several nuclear rates, and is estimated to be
⇥(yBBN

DP ) = 0.04 (Serpico et al. 2004).
These predictions for the light elements can be confronted

with measurements of their abundances, and also with CMB data
(which is sensitive to ⌅b, Ne⇤ , and YP). We shall see below that
for the base cosmological model with Ne⇤ = 3.046 (or even for
an extended scenario with free Ne⇤) the CMB data predict the
primordial abundances, under the assumption of standard BBN,
with smaller uncertainties than those estimated for the measured
abundances. Furthermore, the CMB predictions are consistent
with direct abundance measurements.

6.4.1. Observational data on primordial abundances

The observational constraint on the primordial helium-4 frac-
tion used in this paper is YBBN

P = 0.2534 ± 0.0083 (68% CL)
from the recent data compilation of Aver et al. (2012), based
on spectroscopic observations of the chemical abundances in
metal-poor H ii regions. The error on this measurement is domi-
nated by systematic e⇤ects that will be di⌅cult to resolve in the
near future. It is reassuring that the independent and conserva-

35Serpico et al. (2004) quotes ⇥(YBBN
P ) = 0.0002, but since that

work, the uncertainty on the neutron lifetime has been re-evaluated,
from ⇥(⇤n) = 0.8 s to ⇥(⇤n) = 1.1 s Beringer et al. (2012).
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Using H0 + BAO + clusters + gal.shear 
 
From Hamann & Hasenkamp 13083255 
See also Wyman et al. 1307.7715 
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•  Neutrino masses: forecasts (95% C.L., ΛCDM+mν) 
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Future mass sensitivity 

2σ error bars 



•  Neutrino masses: forecasts (95% C.L., ΛCDM+mν) 

Σ
 m

ν  
 (e

V
) 

 mν,lightest   (eV) 
0.001 0.01  0.1  

0.1 

1.0 

PLANCK 
PLANCK 

with lensing 
extraction 

0.4 

0.2 

KATRIN (β-
decay) 

24/06/14	
   Update	
  on	
  neutrino	
  cosmology	
  -­‐	
  J.	
  Lesgourgues	
   25	
  

Future mass sensitivity 

2σ error bars 

2014 



•  Neutrino masses: forecasts (95% C.L., ΛCDM+mν) 

Σ
 m

ν  
 (e

V
) 

 mν,lightest   (eV) 
0.001 0.01  0.1  

0.1 

1.0 

PLANCK 
with lensing 
extraction 

PLANCK	
  
+	
  next	
  generaFon	
  
of	
  P(k),	
  lensing,	
  	
  
H0,	
  Ly-­‐α	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

PLANCK 
+ BOSS/DES 

0.4 

0.2 

0.1 

0.05 

0.03 

KATRIN (β-
decay) 

24/06/14	
   Update	
  on	
  neutrino	
  cosmology	
  -­‐	
  J.	
  Lesgourgues	
   26	
  

PLANCK 

Future mass sensitivity 

2σ error bars 

2014 
2015-16 

2022-30 



•  Neutrino masses: forecasts (95% C.L., ΛCDM+mν) 
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Future Neff sensitivity 

Full Planck data (including lensing)  :  σ(Neff) ~  0.2                  2014 
 
Planck + LSST, Euclid  
(cosmic shear, galaxy correlation)    :  σ(Neff) ~  0.1                ~ 2022 
 
 
Post-Planck + Euclid                         :  σ(Neff)  ~  0.05             ~ 2030 
 
  



•  Neutrino masses: forecasts (95% C.L., ΛCDM+mν) 
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Model-dependence of bounds ? 

•  Bounds obtained by fitting given model (minimal 6-parameter ΛCDM, 
extensions with curvature, dark energy, more freedom in primordial 
spectrum, etc.) 

•  Effect of Neff, Mν could be confused with that of other parameters 

•  true with past experiments (e.g. degeneracies Neff-Mν, Neff-H0, w-Mν, etc.)  

•  Less and less true: thousands of independent data points, at many 
different scales AND redshift; only ~10-20 model parameters 

•  Unique effect of Mν: scale-dependent growth factor, signature of free-
streaming particles (different from changing primordial spectrum) 

•  Unique effects of Neff : e.g. baryon drag shifting peaks because c > cs , 
signature of ultra-relativistic particles 
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•  assuming Neff = 3,  Mνeff = m1+m2+m3, independently of mixing angles, CP 
phases, Dirac/Majorana mass : different from β- and double β-decay 

•  What if there is a tension between cosmology and laboratory bounds? E.g. 
KATRIN find mβ ~ 0.3 eV and cosmology Mν < 0.1 eV? 

 
•  After checking for systematics and degeneracies, would bring evidence for 

non-standard ν interactions (decay into lighter species, effective mass 
from coupling with other fields, etc…) or strong deviation from standard 
cosmological model (low-scale reheating / entropy production after BBN 
and conspiracy with other light relics …) : NEW PHYSICS 

•  Neutrino masses: forecasts (95% C.L., ΛCDM+mν) 
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Complementarity with laboratory experiments ? 



•  assuming Neff = 3,  Mνeff = m1+m2+m3, independently of mixing angles, CP 
phases, Dirac/Majorana mass : different from β- and double β-decay 

•  What if there is a tension between cosmology and laboratory bounds? E.g. 
KATRIN find mβ ~ 0.3 eV and cosmology Mν < 0.1 eV? 

 
•  After checking for systematics and degeneracies, would bring evidence for 

non-standard ν interactions (decay into lighter species, effective mass 
from coupling with other fields, etc…) or strong deviation from standard 
cosmological model (low-scale reheating / entropy production after BBN 
and conspiracy with other light relics …) : NEW PHYSICS 

•  Neutrino masses: forecasts (95% C.L., ΛCDM+mν) 

24/06/14	
   Update	
  on	
  neutrino	
  cosmology	
  -­‐	
  J.	
  Lesgourgues	
   32	
  

Complementarity with laboratory experiments ? 



•  assuming Neff = 3,  Mνeff = m1+m2+m3, independently of mixing angles, CP 
phases, Dirac/Majorana mass : different from β- and double β-decay 

•  What if there is a tension between cosmology and laboratory bounds? E.g. 
KATRIN find mβ ~ 0.3 eV and cosmology Mν < 0.1 eV? 

 
•  After checking for systematics and degeneracies, would bring evidence for 

non-standard ν interactions (decay into lighter species, effective mass 
from coupling with other fields, etc…) or strong deviation from standard 
cosmological model (low-scale reheating / entropy production after BBN 
and conspiracy with other light relics …) : NEW PHYSICS 

•  Neutrino masses: forecasts (95% C.L., ΛCDM+mν) 

24/06/14	
   Update	
  on	
  neutrino	
  cosmology	
  -­‐	
  J.	
  Lesgourgues	
   33	
  

Complementarity with laboratory experiments ? 



Ω 

•  Neutrino masses: forecasts (95% C.L., ΛCDM+mν) 

24/06/14	
   Update	
  on	
  neutrino	
  cosmology	
  -­‐	
  J.	
  Lesgourgues	
   34	
  

Sensitivity to individual masses ? 

•  Mνeff controls total density of free-streaming (hot) dark matter species today 

•  But individual masses control time of no-relativistic transitions 

•  Sensitivity to mass splitting with same Mνeff  for extreme cases:  
•  E.g. (minimal NH + 1eV thermal sterile) versus 4 x 0.26 eV 

•  No sensitivity for NH versus IH with same Mνeff  

•  But cosmology could exclude Mνeff ~0.11 eV (and IH) at 5σ	





Ω 
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Many more details in  
Neutrino Cosmology 

Lesgourgues, Mangano, Miele Pastor 
CUP 2013 

 


