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Objective

• To set up an e-Learning version of the• To set up an e-Learning version of the 
International Summer School in Grid 
Computing
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Course Structure 1

• Course had 4 “technology weeks”
– gLite
– Globus

d– Condor
– OGSA-DAI

• Each week:
– Reading material/online presentations
– Tutorials to be completed
– Mon-Thu – Tutor available (email/ forum)

INFSO-SSA-26637

– Fri – Chat session with Tutor

Course Structure 1

• Course had 4 “technology weeks”
– gLite
– Globus

d– Condor
– OGSA-DAI

• Each week:
– Reading material/online presentations
– Tutorials to be completed
– Mon-Thu – Tutor available (email/ forum)

GILDA
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– Fri – Chat session with Tutor
VLE
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Keynotes

• To provide high points for the school (idea taken 
from ISSGC)

• 3 Keynote talks
– Ian Foster
– Miron Livny 
– Malcolm Atkinson 

• Live broadcasts
• Provided opportunity for students to chat with

INFSO-SSA-26637

Provided opportunity for students to chat with 
some of the prominent grid experts

• Adobe Connect

INFSO-SSA-26637
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Applicants

• The IWSGC’08 Admissions Committee received:

– 55 complete applications 
– 38 prospective participants started working on Preparatory 

Exercises 
– 29 from 16 countries participants successfully completed all 

exercises and were invited to register 
– 28 participants successfully completed the School
– 1 dropout participant had to give up because of unexpected 

commitments

INFSO-SSA-26637

commitments.
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Applicant demographics

•38 applicants from 
16 countries16 countries

INFSO-SSA-26637

Users
76%

App Developers
24%

Sustained engagement in IWSGC’08

Wednesday, 6th 
February 15:00 GM

Iain Foster Invited 39

Peak Users
34

Tuesday, 26th 
February 15:00 
GMT

Miron Livny Invited 40

Peak Users
34

Wednesday, 12th Malcolm Invited
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March 15:00 GMT Atkinson 39

Peak Users 40
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Participant Feedback

Would like MORE
30%

Would like LESS
25%

level CORRECT
45%

Question: How did you 
find the level of 
commitment required?

INFSO-SSA-26637

25%

Participant Feedback

• 93% completed questionnaire

• 75% structure “good”

• 90% course “correct length

• 80% interested in individual technology week

INFSO-SSA-26637

80% interested in individual technology week
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Statistics

• 600 messages on forum
• 200 emails sent via VLE
• Average student working time 20 hours per week
• Average user sessions per day:43

– Average user sessions per day on weekdays:54
– Average user sessions per day on weekends:16

INFSO-SSA-26637

Summary

• A month long “Winter School” in February 2008.

– Use of support components 
Adobe Connect, WebCT, GILDA t-Infrastructure, Digital Library, 
NeSC People Registry.
Integration of Training Support services in workflow with existing 
tools

– 4 technologies presentations and practicals
gLite, Globus, Condor, OGSA-DAI

– 28 students from 16 countries, 9 tutors from 4 countries

INFSO-SSA-26637

,
– 3 live presentations by leaders in the field 

with chat sessions

– High levels of satisfaction from students and presenters


