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Mother and child are doing well, and the Doctors send you their greetings. 

Geneva 15th February 1952 



CERN (vs. OERN?) 
Conseil européen pour la recherche nucléaire  

was in January 1952 proposed to become 

Centre européen pour la recherche nucléaire  

but already in Copenhagen in June the same year … 

Pierre Auger 
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Conseil européen pour la recherche nucléaire  

was in January 1952 proposed to become 

Centre européen pour la recherche nucléaire  

but already in Copenhagen in June the same year … 

Decision: 

Pierre Auger 



Organisation européenne pour la recherche nucléaire  

 

The Convention entered into force on 29 September 1954  



First Council meeting,  

held in the Bâtiment électoral 



Bâtiment électoral 
Used by the League of Nations from 1930-37, 

destroyed by fire in 1964 



The members of the CERN Council attended  

the unveiling of the plaque commemorating  

the grant made by the Swiss Confederation  

to CERN. 

The plaque just after it had been unveiled by Mr. F. de Rose 

 in the presence of Professor C. J. Bakker, Mr. A. Picot,  

Mr J. de Rham and Mr. J. Treina. 

For seven years the Council met at the International Labour Office 
 
The Swiss Confederation granted CERN the funds needed  to 
finish Restaurant 1 and the Council Chamber 
 
The Council Chamber was formally inaugurated on the  
1st December 1959, the day before the 14th Session of the CERN 
Council 









http://parliamentfights.wordpress.com 



145th Session of the CERN Council, which took place 13-14 December 2007 
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Council ≠ discoveries 
•  Creates the conditions and set the spirit 

– Provides resources  

– Offers CERN the freedom of being curious 

• Conveys the messages in the Member States 

– Always very encouraging congratulations! 

• But what about the Web …? 

– WWW was reported in June 1991 





• 25th Session of Council 
– October 1964 

• 50th Session of Council 
– June 1973 

• 75th Session of Council 
– December 1983 

• 100th Session of Council 
– December 1994 

• 150th Session of Council 
– March 2009 

 

 

 

 

Dinner at Chateau de Choully, Nov. 1977 
L. van Hove, W. Gentner, P. Levaux, J. Bannier (?) , J. Adams, B. Gregory 



25th Session of Council, 11th Oct. 1964 

Weisskopf, DG 

President Bannier (NL) 



50th Session of Council 

20th and 21st June 1973 

President Gentner (DE) Adams, DG 



75th Session of Council 

14th and 15th Dec. 1983 
 

President Merrison (UK) Schopper, DG 

Council gives go-ahead to antiproton facility improvements 
• While just having started the LEP construction, 

 ACOL, a 55 MFS project, is approved on constant budget 



100th Session of Council, 16th December 1994 

President Curien (FR) Llewellyn Smith, DG 



(150th – 1) Session of Council, 11th and 12th  December 2008  

President Åkesson (SE) Aymar, DG 



150th Session of Council,  19th March 2009 



More than one CERN laboratory 

February 1971 (CERN/1004) 

Adams 

DG Lab II 

Jentschke 

DG Lab I 



Unification of the two laboratories of the Organization 

March 1975 (CERN/1163) 







So if the Parliament had 

not been on holiday, all 

these celebrations could 

have taken place at 

Lillehammer or 

somewhere else in 

Norway …  



The future will be even more exciting:  

• CERN can accommodate non-European members 

• CERN has no geographical limits – the “E” stands for “Everywhere” 

• CERN can have more than one laboratory 

The sky is the limit! 
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