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Analogies of the Higgs Boson 



Famous Person in Crowd 



Skier in Snow Field 



Splash of a Milkshake  



CERN Council in Session 



4 July 2012 

Melbourne CERN 



4 July 2012 

Webcast Audience 

– 450,000 watched live 

– 1,000,000,000 watched rebroadcast of the video 

Words Trending on Twitter 

– Higgs Boson, Standard Model 

– LHC, CERN 

– Comic Sans 



ATLAS Week - 3 Oct 2012 
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Why did we succeed? 



Recipe 

1. Make a fundamental discovery* 

2. Communicate it to the world* 

 

 

 

* Requires some vision & preparation. 



Vision & Preparation 



EPPCN 
European Strategy 2006 

“Council will establish a network of closely cooperating 

professional communication officers from each Member State, 

which would incorporate existing activities, propose, 

implement and monitor a European particle physics 

communication and education strategy, and report on a 

regular basis to Council.” 

Establish Communication Channels 



IPPOG 

Develop Outreach Material 



Student & Teacher Programmes 

2014 

291 summer students from 75 countries 

54 high school teachers from 32 countries 

41 national program high school teachers 

54 



CERN Visits Circuit 

2013 

90,000 visitors 

From everywhere… 



CERN Communication 



Why is this important? 



Experiment 

Public 
Decision 

Makers 
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Communication Ideas Resources 

Information 

Communication is both central and essential to the scientific process. 
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Communication is both central and essential to the scientific process. 



Council’s Globalisation Strategy 

“… open Membership of CERN to all States 

irrespective of their geographical location …” 
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ATLAS Numbers: 

Since 2011 

200 visits 

10,000 visitors 

7 continents 

Poland 

USA 

Palestine 

Nepal 

Mozambique 

Chile 

Virtual Visits 
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Participants (students)

2014 

239 Masterclasses 

183 Institutes 

48 Videoconferences 

International Masterclasses 



What’s Next? 

“When the difficulty 

Of the mountains is once behind 

That's when you'll see 

The difficulty of the plains will start…” 

     -Bertholt Brecht 


