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Journals
have long been the gatekeepers

of research quality



Speeding up science

Publish or perish

Incentives
● Authors -- build career

● Journals -- earn money

Outcomes
● Large volumes of submissions

● Good reasons to accept more 
submissions (cascade journals 
etc)
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Speeding up science

Publish or perish

Outcomes
● Large volumes of submissions

● Good reasons to accept more 
submissions (cascade journals 
etc)

Challenges

● Find qualified reviewers
● Screen reviewers
● Contact them
● Get them to review

Incentives
● Authors -- build career

● Journals -- earn money

No incentive to review









Publons collects reviews and turns them into a verifiable, 
measurable research output

Publons platform

Reviews added by 
Publons users

Publisher 
contributed 

reviews*

Reviewer profiles

Altmetric.com 
integration

Tools for editors

* 95% of Publons reviewers opt to have 
Publisher reviews auto-added to their profiles.



Publons gives cross-publisher recognition for peer review



Publons gives cross-publisher recognition for peer review



Speeding up science

Personal analytics



Boosts Altmetric scores



And gives you a way to read what the experts thought



Speeding up science

We aim to support all kinds of review

Publons supports all types of 
review:

● Open or blind
● Published or unpublished

Publons will work with your 
editors to set and communicate a 
formal review policy.



Speeding up science

Platform momentum

38k+
reviewers

100k+
reviews

6k+
journals

>2,500 organic reviews last week



Journal integration

Paper 
Submitted

Reviewer 
invited

Decision
by editor PublicationReview 

performed

Dear [Reviewer Name]

…

Your review is important to us and we want to 

recognise that.  We’ve partnered with Publons.

com to give you the opportunity to get credit 

for performing this review.  Publons is 

optional -- learn more about how it benefits 

you here:

https://publons.com/in/[publisher]/ [1]

Regards,

[Editor Name]

Editor in Chief

(Plenty more to come…)
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Reward reviewers and
Engage with the original article



Build tools to help editors



Speeding up science

1. Find suitable reviewers

2. Screen candidate reviewers

3. Contact reviewers through 
confirmed email addresses

4. Motivate reviewers to perform the 
review

Tools for your editors
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Publons
Speeding up and 
evaluating research

andrew@publons.com
             @arhpreston


