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We have been setting up a 3-meter diameter atmospheric Cherenkov telescope in Akeno, Japan, for various R
& D studies mainly on very high energy gamma-ray astrophysics. This Davies-Cotton type telescope (Akeno
telescope, hereafter) was manufactured in 1998 and has been recommissioned at low cost. A low power
consumption imaging camera system has been developed for a future gamma-ray astrophysics observatory
with “mobile” imaging atmospheric Cherenkov telescopes, which can flexibly change the array configuration
for a number of science targets, and has been installed to the Akeno telescope for test observations. We present
performances of the optics and the drive system of the Akeno telescope, as well as the status of the imaging
camera system. Some other R & D plans including test observations using a prototype imaging camera for
CTA and simultaneous observations of the optical and radio Crab pulsar are also presented.
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