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An important topic in the field of space weather researchésasessment of the expected ex-
posure of aircrew at flight altitudes due to cosmic rays (CRpgcifically during major solar
energetic particle (SEPs) events. The primary cosmic raycfes induce a complicated nuclear-
electromagnetic-muon cascade in the Earth atmosphereséduadary particles form the main
source of increased exposure at flight latitudes comparéetsea level. In this work we propose
a numerical model for computation of the effective dose picsd commercial flight altitudes. It
represents a full chain analysis, namely estimation of ¢er particle spectral and angular char-
acteristics from neutron monitor (NM) data and applicattbthe newly computed yield function
for the effective dose. The new computed yield functionscimnversion of secondary particle
flux to dose were obtained on the basis of extensive MonteoGariulation of the atmospheric
cascade induced by primary protons and alpha particles @mgbguent application of recently
computed conversion coefficients. A comparison with therafce data is performed. A good
agreement is achieved. Several example calculations amerdgrated. An application of the
method for assessment of effective dose during severahdrtevel enhancements (GLES) is
shown.
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1. Introduction

The planet Earth is constantly bombarded by high-energy particles {igatasmic rays-
GCR), mostly protons and —particles which penetrate deep into the atmosphere, producing large
amount of secondaries. As a result aircrews are subject to increapedure comparing to the
sea level due to the increased intensity of secondary CRs. Anotheblpassurce of increasing
exposure is due to sporadic source, namely by SEPs, which couldoggratmilar atmospheric
cascade, known as GLEs. At recent it was demonstrated that CRsthffaadiation environment
and accordingly exposure at commercial flight altitudes, specifically du@inEs [3.[2,[B{K[]5].
An assessment of aircrew exposure is based on CR measurementdaaeduaint computations
using the derived spectral and angular characteristics. Here, welmea numerical model to esti-
mate effective dose at flight altitudes, based on newly computed yield fascind reconstruction
procedure of SEPs characteristics based on ground measurementsvgith N

2. Model and newly computed yield functions for effective dos assessment at flight
altitudes

The dose rate can be computed as a function of the geomagnetic rigidityf euelodltitude
using a full Monte Carlo simulation of the atmospheric cascfide [6]. At pteseveral models
have been proposed, aiming to estimate the dose rate (effective and/ontddsie equivalent) at
flight altitudes due to primary CR radiatidf] [7,[8,[9] [0, [L7,[12[1B, 14].

Because the effective dose is not a measurable quantity, Internatamalission of radiation
protection ICRP suggest the ambient dose equivalet [15] denoted (@. It represents the
dose equivalent that would be produced by the corresponding éggdaand aligned field at a
depthd in a International Commission on Radiation Units and Measurements (ICR@jes|pé
sphere with diameter of 30 cm made of tissue equivalent material with a defditg.om?® and
a mass composition of 76.2 % Oxygen, 11.1 % Carbon, 10.1 % Hydrogen.@rfd Rlitrogen)
on the radius vector opposing the direction of the aligned field. The unhidtr effective dose
and ambient dose equivalent is Sv. The ambient dose equivalent atlaafed=10mmH*(10)
is recommended as a reasonable proxy for the effective dose as s Bh[[L§]. In fact, it
slightly overestimates the effective dose, but it is not a conservative astforacosmic radiation
exposure at aviation altitudes according[td [13] and the results workmexshere. Nevertheless,
itis regarded as an acceptable approximation for effective dose eafaattitudes [1j7[ 113].

The effective dose rate at a given atmospheric déptiduced by a primary CR patrticle is
given by:

E(hAm6.6)= / /Ji (T)Y(T', hyddT 2.1)
T (o) ©
whereT' is the energy of the primary CR particle arriving from zenith ar@ylend azimuth angle

¢, J(T') is the differential energy spectrum of the primary CR at the top of the atreosgbr
i component (proton and/a@r—particle),An, is the geomagnetic latitud€(6, ¢) is a solid angle
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andY; is the effective dose yield function. The corresponding effectivee dasid functiony; is
defined as

Yi(T' h) = Z/Eyj(h,T',T*,G,dJ)Cj (TH)dT* (2.2)
T s

whereC;(T*) is the fluence to effective dose conversion coefficient for a secypruiaticle of
type j (neutron, protony, -, e, u~, ut, m, t) with energyT*, F j(h,T',T*,0,¢) is the
fluence of secondary particle of tyge produced by a primary particle of typgproton and/or
a —particle) with a given primary energly. The conversion coefficienG;j(T*) for a particle of
type j are obtained using Monte Carlo simulatiopg [L§, 18]. The secondaryIpdittix produced
by primary protons and —particles in a wide energy range is obtained on the basis of atmospheric
cascade simulations using GEANT4][19] based PLANETOCOSMICS dq2@le The yield func-
tion considers the complexity of the atmospheric cascade development, $inogdtinformation
of particle fluence and spectrum at a given altitude in the atmospherddenng the secondary
particle attenuation. The newly computed effective dose yield functions&ft3typical commer-
cial flight altitude~ 10.5 km) is shown in Fig.1.

=) =)
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(a) Effective dose yield function for protons aad-particles (b) Total Effective dose yield function

Figure 1: Effective dose yield function as a function of the energy peteon for primary CR
protons andr —particles at 35 kft (altitude of 10.5 km).

Details concerning the computation including look-up tables are given etsey2]].

3. Application of the model

Since the ambient dose equivalent is acceptable approximation for effeltise at aircraft
altitudes, we perform a comparison of our model with reference datacdrhputed effective dose
E compared with reference dafa]22] at the altitude of 35 kft a.s.I. for akgeriods is shown in
Fig. 2. Here (Eq. 2.1) we assume the force field model for GCR with thegponding modulation
parameter[[33]. We achieve a good agreement between the model compugatébthe reference
data.



Effective dose calculation Alexander Mishev

1 81— 8T

T
A | |B |1C
M W Reference data
7 4 74 4 74 A E
A 1 ]
— 6 4 64 4 64 i
e | | ] |
> A
g s " 4 54 ". 4 54 -
[} ' {1 { 1 ]
* & A
sS4 w 149 & 4 4 i
14 n I (] ] N
& oy ‘A [y
9 3- ™ 4 34 a8 4 34 n .
b= i N n
i ! P
24 %- 24 %- 2 x-
14 14— ; 1

T T 1T T
0 5 10 15 20 0 5 10 15 20 0 5 10 15 20

Rigidity cut-off [GV]

Figure 2: Computed effective doge and reference datd [22] at the altitude of 35 kft a.s.l. a)
January 1998 b) January 2000 c) January 2002.

During major GLES, the exposure is a superposition of the contribution ®@<z8hd SEPSs,
which possess an essential anisotropic part during the event onszefdie, as the first step the
spectra SEPs should be determined outside the magnetosphere. In aaesitter explicitly the
anisotropy we compute the asymptotic cones in the region of interest in a dsidob° with the
MAGNETOCOSMICS [2D].

Here we apply derived spectral and angular characteristics of Gtii€lpa obtained on the
basis of NM data[[34] using newly computed NM yield functipn| [25]. Detaiksgiven elsewhere
in this volume. The effective dose rate during various periods of GLE 0as/n in Fig.3, accord-
ingly for GLE 59 in Fig.4. During the initial phase of GLE 70 the computed effectiose was
about 40-5QuSv.hr, while during the main and late phases the contribution of SEPs to the dose
is comparable to the average due to GCR. The computed effective dasg the initial phase of
GLE 59 was about 3Sv.hi L. It diminished to about 14Sv.h ! during the main and late phase
of the event.

4. Conclusion

Here we present a new full chain analysis model for assessmenteatiedf dose at flight
altitudes. The model is based on NM data and newly computed yield functibesnddel demon-
strates good agreement with reference data for GCRs and it is sucesfpligd for computation
of effective dose rate during two GLEs. The model is fully operationdl@uld be used for space
weather applications.
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Figure 3: The effective dose ratg$v h1] at the altitude of 35 kft a.s.l. during the GLE 70 on
13 December 2006 in a region wik < 1 GV. a) initial phase of the event; b) main phase of the
event; c) late phase of the event.

50,00
!45,50
_41 .00

36,50

32,00
7,50

23,00

8,50

Latitude (North)

14,00

9,500

JRMRRRRRL1 1

'5,000

60 120 180 240 300 360 O 60 120 180 240 300 360
Longitude (East)

Figure 4: The effective dose ratg$v h 1] at the altitude of 35 kft a.s.l. during the GLE 59 on 14
July 2000 in the region witR. < 1 GV. a) event onset; b) main phase of the event.
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