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At the 2012 Advisory Committee, we proposed a 
survey on the future of the Book and Booklet. 
(The Diary was discontinued due to budget cuts). 
 
An amazing 6172 readers responded, 
demonstrating the very high value our  
community places on PDG products. 
 
(We sent out one email; no reminders). 
 
 

PDG Survey on  
Printed Products 
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Comparing surveys in 2000 and in 2014 
 
THE QUESTION:   Is having a copy of the full-sized 
book (booklet) essential to your work or study? 
   Yes, it is essential.        
    No, I do not need it. 
    Having the full-size book is useful, but I could 
       live without it  or  live with a reduced book. 
 
TOTAL Responses: 2450 in 2000  and  6172 in 2014    
 
Reader Comments: 1226 in 2000  and  1491 in 2014 

PDG Survey on  
Book, Booklet and APP 
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PDG Survey on  
Book, Booklet and APP 

  2000    2014   PREFERENCE FOR BOOK   (in %) 
       9     32.1   |  Not needed 
    ----     26.1   |  Satisfied with reduced book (not asked in 2000) 
    52      23.5   |  Like but could do without 
    39      18.4   |  I need the book           
                             82% would at least accept reduced book 
 
 
 BOOK   BOOKLET   PREFERENCE in 2014  (in %) 
    32.1         18.5     |   Not needed 
    26.1         29.9     |   Satisfied with reduced book(let) 
    23.5         18.4     |   Like but could do without 
    18.4         33.2     |   I need the book(let) 
                            81% want some booklet 
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Book: 
  

a) Keep book as is  (Where is funding?   
 How control size to avoid binding issues?) 
  

b)  Discontinue   (Not the preference of 68%) 
 
d) Reduce content & size.  Split the book.   Collab 
        Still some cost, but perhaps some funding     
       agency will bear this much reduced cost. 
       (possibly print data listings on demand) 
 
e)  Print book every 4-6 years. 

Future of Book 
and Booklet 
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Booklet: 
 
a) Keep booklet as is  (How  control size to avoid 

binding issues?)     Collab 
 

b) Discontinue   (Not the preference of 82%) 
 

c) Reduce content & size  (Which content?  How 
satisfy readers?). 

Future of Book 
and Booklet 
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Issue with Booklet is not cost. 
  

It is the number of pages and eventual binding issues. 
 
Summary Tables grow every edition  
  

(and baryon resonances already removed). 
 
Also, it would be nice to reduce pages, so ordinary binding 
could be used. 

Booklet 
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PAGES in Booklet 
9    Electroweak Model 
7    CKM 
5    CP Violation 
7    Neutrino Mass… 
5    Structure Functions 
6    Big Bang Cosmology 
15  Passage of Particles through Matter 
19  Particle Detectors (accel & non-accel.) 
14  Statistics 
9    Kinematics 
 
New Higgs and Dark Energy →  1 page each. 
  

Booklet 
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Two thirds of respondents said app was either 
important or very important.   (6172 respondents) 
 
Comments from survey were emphatic: 
  

Reduced printed products are dependent on 
producing replacement app(s).    
 

PDG App(s) 
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• Summary Tables 
      Basically easy;  
  just formatting for readability 
  
• Review articles 
      Even easier except for  formatting 

tables  
 
• pdgLive 
      Not easy.  Major programming to 

connect to database and to present 
on-the-fly. 

 Proposal to DOE was tabled so far. 

PDG App(s) 
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