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The status of high-energy physics (HEP) information systems has been jointly analyzed by the libraries of
CERN, DESY, Fermilab and SLAC. As a result, the four laboratories have started the INSPIRE project —a new
platform built by moving the successful SPIRES features and content, curated at DESY, Fermilab and SLAC,
into the open-source CDS Invenio digital library software that was developed at CERN.

INSPIRE will integrate present acquisition workflows and databases to host the entire body of the HEP litera-
ture (about one million records), aiming to become the reference HEP scientific information platform world-
wide. It will provide users with fast access to full-text journal articles and preprints, but also material such
as conference slides and multimedia. INSPIRE will empower scientists with new tools to discover and access
the results most relevant to their research, enable novel text- and data-mining applications, and deploy new
metrics to assess the impact of articles and authors. In addition, it will introduce the “Web 2.0” paradigm of
user-enriched content in the domain of sciences, with community-based approaches to scientific publishing.

INSPIRE represents a natural evolution of scholarly communication built on successful community-based
information systems, and it provides a vision for information management in other fields of science. Inspired
by the needs of HEP, we hope that the INSPIRE project will be inspiring for other communities.
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