
Virtual Visits

Bringing the World to CERN



Communication in Science

CERN HST - 15 July 2015S. Goldfarb - ATLAS Outreach & Education

2

IdeasResources
Information



Communication in Science
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Information

Typical Stream

Resources Ideas



Communication in HEP
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Information

The Role of Outreach

Resources Ideas



Target Audiences

With whom do we want to communicate?

CERN HST - 15 July 2015S. Goldfarb - ATLAS Outreach & Education

5



CERN HST - 15 July 2015S. Goldfarb - ATLAS Outreach & Education

6

General Public
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Decision Makers
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Teachers & Students



Goal: Deliver these Messages

1. Understanding, appreciation of ATLAS and the 

field of particle physics; benefits of fundamental 

research for society.

2. Impact of our research on society now and as an 

investment for the future, in order to sustain 

support for ATLAS and the field of particle 

physics.

3. Excitement of scientific discovery, 

appreciation of scientific method to help 

instil and reinforce these values in society, 

and to attract and retain the next generation 

of scientists and educators.
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A Few Unwritten* Goals

 Fulfil our social obligation

 Directly through dialogue

 Engage remote audiences

 Geographically, Socially, Economically

 Train the members of our collaboration to 

communicate

 For their sake and ours
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(*) but equally important



Platforms

…and their content
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Outreach Platforms

CHEP - Okinawa, 16 Apr 2015S. Goldfarb - ATLAS Public Web Pages
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http://atlas.ch

http://atlas.ch


ATLAS Public Web Page – Readers

 Reader Survey Results
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Who are you? Why are you here?
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Social Media
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Facebook
Group

Google Plus

Twitter

Facebook
Page

Facebook Reach 20k
Twitter Followers 30k

Google+ Followers 125k



ATLAS Visitor Centre

 Active Part of CERN Visit Circuit

 Presented by ATLAS / CERN Guides

 Interactive Displays, Games, 3D Movie

 Inaugurated in 2008

 50k Visitors in 2014 (far greater than expectations)

 Complete re-vamping in the works…
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ATLAS Underground Visits

Public

VIP

Media

14,002

87,6%

1151

7.2%

827

5.2%

Visitors 2013

Total: 15,980
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Rolex Director General
G. Marini

Pop Star, STEM Supporter
Will.i.am

German President
Joachim Gauck

+ 2500 during Open Days



ATLAS Virtual Visits
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http://cern.ch/atlas-virtual-visits

Since 1 Jan 2013
108 Visits
74 Guides

7 Continents

http://cern.ch/atlas-virtual-visits


ATLAS Virtual Visits
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Virtual Visits

ATLAS Virtual Visits

2011: 11 Visits
2012: 55 Visits
2013: 72 Visits
2014: 73 Visits
2015: 34 Visits



ATLAS Virtual Visits

Next Steps (and some dreams)

 Re-vamping of ATLAS Infrastructure (HD Quality) [DONE]

 Joint visits with CMS, other LHC experiments [DOING]

 CERN-wide service? [Still Hope]

 Educational platform for post-visit activities?

 Content management site

 Material collected by class

 Links to resources found by class

 Chat with physicists, other classrooms

 Etc.
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Links

CERN HST - 15 July 2015S. Goldfarb - ATLAS Outreach & Education

27

ATLAS Public Platforms

Public Home Page http://atlas.ch

ATLAS Blog http://atlas.ch/blog

ATLAS Virtual Visits http://cern.ch/atlas-virtual-visit

ATLAS Live http://cern.ch/atlas-live

Twitter Feed http://www.twitter.com/ATLASexperiment

Facebook Page http://www.facebook.com/ATLASexperiment

Google+ Page http://www.google.com/+ATLASexperiment

YouTube http://www.youtube.com/user/TheATLASExperiment

Common Projects

IPPOG Database http://ippog.web.cern.ch

Hangout with CERN http://cern.ch/hangouts

http://atlas.ch
http://atlas.ch/blog
http://cern.ch/atlas-virtual-visit
http://cern.ch/atlas-live
http://www.twitter.com/ATLASexperiment
http://www.facebook.com/ATLASexperiment
http://www.google.com/+ATLASexperiment
http://www.youtube.com/user/TheATLASExperiment
http://ippog.web.cern.ch
http://cern.ch/hangouts

