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Over a past decade very high energy (VHE) gamma ray astronomy has emerged as a major astronomical
discipline. In India, we have a long tradition of experiments in this field. Few years ago, multi-institutional
Himalayan Gamma Ray Observatory (HiGRO) collaboration was formed to set up VHE gamma rays experi-
ments at Hanle, a high altitude location in Himalayas. HAGAR, the first phase of this collaboration is opera-
tional since 2008. HAGAR has successfully detected VHE gamma ray emission from some of the extragalactic
objects like Mrk 421, Mrk 501 as well as galactic sources including Crab nebula/pulsar. Details of HAGAR
telescope system and results obtained will be discussed. HiGRO is now gearing up for the next phase, i.e. 21
m diamter MACE telescope, which is being installed at Hanle at present. Details of MACE telescope system
and future plans will be discussed.
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