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Built on a 
solid tradition 



… always aiming for innovation 



Policy  

 

The Convention entered into force on 29 September 1954  

 

CERN Convention (1953),  
Ante-litteram Open Access 
manifesto: 
 
“… the results of its 
experimental and theoretical 
work shall be published or 
otherwise made generally 
available” 
 



Technology  

 

CERN 1962: Bureau du courrier au travail  

 



SIPB chairmen  
[26/37 = 70% Italian!] 

 • Brian Montague (ISR) 

• Massimiliano Ferro-Luzzi (EP): 1978-1989 

• Maurice Jacob (TH): 1989 

• John Ellis (TH): 1990-1994 

• Walter Blum (EP): 1994-1997 

• Gabriele Veneziano (TH): 1997-1998 

• Rudiger Voss (EP): 1998-2002 

• Guido Altarelli (PH/TH): 2002-2006 

• Gigi Rolandi (PH/EP): 2006- 

 



Scientific Information policies 



All LHC papers are Open Access! 

Among these, 1200 articles Open Access in peer-reviewed journals   



Extract from 2014 publishing policy 



Scientific information technologies 

 One floor below the Library sat a man with thoughts around  

 “information management”  

T. Berners-Lee at CERN, early ’90s 





What was the first website in the U.S.? 



SPIRES : a library catalogue 



 
 





Not only the web … 
hardware later to be used for accessing digital libraries 

CERN developed a transparent capacitive touch screen in the 
early 1970s and it was manufactured by CERN and put to use 

for the consoles of the SPS Control Room in 1973 



Not only the web … 
hardware later to be used for accessing digital libraries 

CERN developed a transparent capacitive touch screen! 

But when do you think this happened? 



An early version of the touch screen 

Of course published “open access 
•Deposed physical at the libraries 

•Digitized around year 2000 



The CERN history is becoming available online  



Why does not Wikipedia have the best 
picture? 



CERN multimedia is Open Access, but 
not carry the right license … 

• The CERN license is not recognized by Wikipedia and 
other actors … 

• CERN strives to move towards a scheme of generally 
recognized licenses 

• Creative Commons has become mainstream 

• LHC exps. publish under CC-BY since 2009 

• The Legal Service is now going through a process with 
the intention to seek the same license conditions for 
multimedia as for our scientific publications  

• Proposal to be submitted to the Management shortly 

http://copyright.web.cern.ch








32 page article out of a 16 pages author list  





HEP has pioneered repositories; still developing  
Time to share with other disciplines and other geographic regions 



A successful digital library 

• A place “to look and be seen” 

• Relevant services on top of good content 

  

• One size does not fit all – get to understand 
your communities 

• It is like building a house; if you are in the 
tropics you need to provide protection from 
the sun. It does not help to build a good 
heating system – even if that is what you are 
best at … 



Forecasted CERN Open Access 
articles ratio 2015  

• SCOAP, the APS arrangement and having 
sorted out the instrumentation paper issues 
will bring us to a 95% OA output for articles  

• Deals for instrumentation paper recently 
concluded: 

– NIMA  

– JINST  

– IEEE 
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Proceedings: Current status (2013) 

1044 published conference papers with CERN affiliation or 
experiment 
 
710 in OA series 
 
210 in non-OA journals 
 
124 published in books, book series, conf web sites (partially 
OA, e.g. Moriond) 
 

~ 70% OA 
 

Including CERN special deals: > 80% 
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 CERN OA conf papers (2013) 

325  JACoW 

176  PoS 

120  EPJ Web Conf. 

  50 CERN YR 

  38 J. Phys. Conf. Ser. 

 

77% of journals/series 

including CERN special deals: ~ 90% 
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The first commercially published Open 
Access monographs 

• Melting Hadrons, Boiling Quarks - From Hagedorn 
temperature to ultra-relativistic heavy-ion collisions at CERN  
– Editor: Jan Rafelski 
– To be published by Springer 

• 60 Years of CERN Experiments and Discoveries  
– Editors: Schopper and Di Lella 
– To be published by World Scientific 

• Technology meets research : 60 years of technological 
achievements at CERN illustrated with selected highlights 
– Editors: Wenninger et al. 
– To be published by World Scientific 

• The Standard Theory of Particle Physics 
– Editors: L. Maiani and L. Rolandi 
– To be published by World Scientific 

 

 



What can we do to get to 
100% OA? 
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What can we do to get to 
95 100 % OA? 

34 



What can we do to get to 
95 100 % OA? 

Influence conference 
committees 
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However, if we do not strive for 100%,  

we will never reach 95%! 


