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What We Are Trying To Understand:

⇐ NEUTRINOS HAVE TINY MASSES

⇓ LEPTON MIXING IS “WEIRD” ⇓
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What Does It Mean?
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Neutrino Masses, EWSB, and a New Mass Scale of Nature

The LHC has revealed that the minimum SM prescription for electroweak

symmetry breaking — the one Higgs double model — is at least approximately

correct. What does that have to do with neutrinos?

The tiny neutrino masses point to three different possibilities.

1. Neutrinos talk to the Higgs boson very, very weakly (Dirac neutrinos);

2. Neutrinos talk to a different Higgs boson – there is a new source of

electroweak symmetry breaking! (Majorana neutrinos);

3. Neutrino masses are small because there is another source of mass out

there — a new energy scale indirectly responsible for the tiny neutrino

masses, a la the seesaw mechanism (Majorana neutrinos).

Searches for 0νββ help tell (1) from (2) and (3), the LHC, charged-lepton flavor

violation, et al may provide more information.
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The Seesaw Lagrangian

A simplea, renormalizable Lagrangian that allows for neutrino masses is

Lν = Lold − λαiLαHN i −
3∑
i=1

Mi

2
N iN i +H.c.,

where Ni (i = 1, 2, 3, for concreteness) are SM gauge singlet fermions.

Lν is the most general, renormalizable Lagrangian consistent with the SM
gauge group and particle content, plus the addition of the Ni fields.

After electroweak symmetry breaking, Lν describes, besides all other SM
degrees of freedom, six Majorana fermions: six neutrinos.

aOnly requires the introduction of three fermionic degrees of freedom, no new inter-

actions or symmetries.
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To be determined from data: λ and M .

The data can be summarized as follows: there is evidence for three
neutrinos, mostly “active” (linear combinations of νe, νµ, and ντ ). At
least two of them are massive and, if there are other neutrinos, they have
to be “sterile.”

This provides very little information concerning the magnitude of Mi

(assume M1 ∼M2 ∼M3).

Theoretically, there is prejudice in favor of very large M : M � v. Popular
examples include M ∼MGUT (GUT scale), or M ∼ 1 TeV (EWSB scale).

Furthermore, λ ∼ 1 translates into M ∼ 1014 GeV, while thermal
leptogenesis requires the lightest Mi to be around 1010 GeV.

we can impose very, very few experimental constraints on M
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What We Know About M :

• M = 0: the six neutrinos “fuse” into three Dirac states. Neutrino mass

matrix given by µαi ≡ λαiv.

The symmetry of Lν is enhanced: U(1)B−L is an exact global symmetry of

the Lagrangian if all Mi vanish. Small Mi values are ’tHooft natural.

• M � µ: the six neutrinos split up into three mostly active, light ones, and

three, mostly sterile, heavy ones. The light neutrino mass matrix is given

by mαβ =
P
i µαiM

−1
i µβi [m ∝ 1/Λ ⇒ Λ = M/µ2].

This the seesaw mechanism. Neutrinos are Majorana fermions. Lepton

number is not a good symmetry of Lν , even though L-violating effects are

hard to come by.

• M ∼ µ: six states have similar masses. Active–sterile mixing is very large.

This scenario is (generically) ruled out by active neutrino data

(atmospheric, solar, KamLAND, K2K, etc).

• M � µ: neutrinos are quasi-Dirac fermions. Active–sterile mixing is

maximal, but new oscillation lengths are very long (cf. 1 A.U.).
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Why are Neutrino Masses Small in the M 6= 0 Case?

If µ�M , below the mass scale M ,

L5 =
LHLH

Λ
.

Neutrino masses are small if Λ� 〈H〉. Data require Λ ∼ 1014 GeV.

In the case of the seesaw,

Λ ∼ M

λ2
,

so neutrino masses are small if either

• they are generated by physics at a very high energy scale M � v

(high-energy seesaw); or

• they arise out of a very weak coupling between the SM and a new, hidden

sector (low-energy seesaw); or

• cancellations among different contributions render neutrino masses

accidentally small (“fine-tuning”).
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Weak Scale Seesaw, and Accidentally Light Neutrino Masses
[AdG arXiv:0706.1732 [hep-ph]]

What does the seesaw Lagrangian predict

for the LHC?

Nothing much, unless. . .

• MN ∼ 1− 100 GeV,

• Yukawa couplings larger than naive
expectations.

⇐ H → νN as likely as H → bb̄!

(NOTE: N → `q′q̄ or ``′ν (prompt)

“Weird” Higgs decay signature! )
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e.g.: SeeSaw Mechanism [minus “Theoretical Prejudice”]

arXiv:0706.1732 [hep-ph]
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arXiv:1405.4300 [hep-ph]
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Order-One Coupled, Weak Scale Physics

Can Also Explain Naturally Small

Majorana Neutrino Masses:

Multi-loop neutrino masses from lepton number

violating new physics.

−LνSM ⊃
P4
i=1Miφiφ̄i + iy1QLφ1 + y2dcdcφ2 + y3ecdcφ3 + λ14φ̄1φ4HH + λ234Mφ2φ̄3φ4 + h.c.

mν ∝ (y1y2y3λ234)λ14/(16π)4 → neutrino masses at 4 loops, requires Mi ∼ 100 GeV!

WARNING: For illustrative purposes only. Details still to be worked out. Scenario most

likely ruled out by charged-lepton flavor-violation, LEP, Tevatron, and HERA.

[arXiv:0708.1344 [hep-ph]]
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Type-II Seesaw: SM plus SU(2) Triplet Higgs, YT = 1

L ∈ λαβ
2
LαLβT.

Neutrino Majorana masses if T develops a vev . . .

mαβ = λαβvT

There are three new Higgs bosons, with charges +2, +1 and 0. All decay
violate lepton number. The neutral component can mix with the SM
Higgs boson, and will mediate the decay

h→ νν

Of course, the other decays are subject of more intense searches at
colliders – h++→ `+`+, h+ → `+ν.

Key issue: are neutrino masses small because λ are small or because vT is
small (or both)? EWPD already push vT below ∼ 1 GeV. . .
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Type-II Seesaw: SM plus SU(2) Triplet Higgs, YT = 1

L ∈ λαβ
2
LαLβT.

Neutrino Majorana masses if T develops a vev . . .

mαβ = λαβvT

µ→ eγ, µ→ e-conversion at the loop-level. However, µ→ eee at the tree
level (note direct connection to neutrino mass-matrix flavor structure). . .

1
Λ2

=
meemµe

v2
TM

2
T

Key issue: are neutrino masses small because λ are small or because vT is
small (or both)? EWPD already push vT below ∼ 1 GeV. . .
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Kakizaki, Ogura, Shima, PLB566, 210 (2003)
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