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As an international health consortium, COMDIS-HSD works with a combination of researchers in developing
country NGOs, researchers at the University of Leeds, media outlets, independent researchers and consultants.
This pool of expertise has highlighted issues about the open access privileges afforded to academic institutions
versus the access that is available for those based outside of academia. Despite efforts by Research4Life to
enable developing country actors to access research findings, many sections of society remain on the outside
of the access paywall due to their non-academic status and/or their lack of funding.
In this presentation, I share some challenges faced by our consortium in ensuring our research findings are
accessible to all sections of society within the countries in which we work. It draws on discussions with
journalists in Nepal to highlight the need for citizens to access and interpret the research that is primarily for
and about them.
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