
Minutes of the weekly ALICE-LCG TF meeting 
 

01/09/2005 
Recorded by LB 

 
List of participants: 
 
At CERN: F. Carminati (chair), P. Mendez-Lorenzo, P. Saiz, P. Buncic, 

D. Feichtinger, A. Peters, C. Cirstoiu, M. Schulz, L. Betev, 
S. Bagnasco 

Via VRVS: F. Donno, F. Minafra, N. Fioretti, K. Schwarz  
 
 
Agenda and presentations at: http://agenda.cern.ch/fullAgenda.php?ida=a055532 
 
FC presentation: “Introduction to the task force operation” 
 
MS remarked (slide7) that the VO box installation and management is a joint 
ALICE/LCG responsibility, as the LCG functionality of the box is a part of the LCG 
software. Slide updated. 
FM announced that Bari (NF) is interested in development work and that there is 
manpower available for production support. FC answered, that a list of work items 
will be circulated and people can pick up or be assigned to a particular item.  
FM asked about the xrootd installation on the VO box and the interaction with the 
local site storage facilities. PB and AP explained the possible scenarios: 

1) Most efficient: xrootd is deployed on the disk server directly (being prototyped 
at Lyon). 

2) Current: xrootd is deployed on the VO box and is interfaced with the local MSS 
(easy to implement for any new MSS). This mode of operation requires a 
transient disk buffer (as outlined in the VO box requirement document) with a 
size proportional to the number of jobs running on the site. 

3) Scaling of 2):  additional machine(s) for data channelling on the sites, running 
xrootd. This allows for larger traffic volumes (available at CERN – 
castorgridxx). 

FC stressed the need for one official version of xrootd, containing the ALICE 
modifications, which will allow easier deployment and interfacing with the other 
MSS: dCache, DPM, CASTOR. DF replied that the inclusion of the ALICE modules 
for xrootd is almost complete. MS pointed out, that the sites have already large 
CASTOR, dCache and DPM installations, which would be difficult to supplement 
with xrootd. ALICE has to make a formal request to LCG to have xrootd included in 
the LCG software distribution and any additional machines, plus the optimal network 
configuration, needed for scenario 3 have to be discussed and agreed upon with the 
sites.  
Due to poor audio connection, FD sent the following mail concerning local storage 
available at Bari: 
 
Date: Thu, 01 Sep 2005 14:57:02 +0200 
From: Flavia Donno <Flavia.Donno@cern.ch> 
To: Federico Carminati <federico.carminati@cern.ch> 



Cc: alice-lcg-task-force@cern.ch 
Subject: Re: Our meeting today 
 
The setup in BARI is standard since there is nothing else around!!! 
 
In Bari they have an installation with DPM with an SRM interface. 
DPM comes with 3 daemons: 
1. The first one implements SRM v1.1 
2. The second one implements almost a full SRM v2.1 
3. The third one provides a socket interface for administrative purposes. 
 
The installation in Bari can be used for whatever test needed to prepare to SC3 and 
can be used for SC3 as well, since IT IS standard. 
 
In Bari they are installing as of now d-Cache with the SRM v1.1 interface. 
Experience with installation, functionality tests and stress tests will be probably 
presented at the next pre-GDB meeting on September 6th. 
They will be also published on the ECGI web page: 
http://infn-ecgi.pi.infn.it/documentation.html (bottom of the page). 
 
Flavia 
 
LB presentation: “Current status of SDC3” 
 
LB asked what is the procedure of updating the LCG software on the VO box. PML 
clarified, that the procedure consists of updating the relevant RPMs only and it is 
transparent to the user of the box. 
FC asked about the status of the file transfers with FTS. SB replied that tests are 
being carried out and the work on the interfacing of FTS with AliEn is ongoing. 
SB pointed out that the full UI functionality has to be mapped on the VO box. 
 
PB presentation: “Current list of priorities” 
 
Several questions were asked on the particular version and deployment plans for FTS. 
PML explained that she is in contact with the sites participating in SC3 regarding 
their migration plans to FTS v.1.3. She further clarified, that the sites will do version 
upgrades on demand, irrespective of the LCG standard upgrades plans. 
  
 FC announced that the Action items will be circulated separately. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 16:00 hours. 


