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• Lightning intro to the Auger Observatory

• Education and Outreach Task goals

• Annual Malargüe Day Parade

• Auger Visitor Center on Observatory campus

• Science Fairs on Observatory campus

• Rural Schools Program

• James Cronin School 

• Outreach events away from the Observatory

• Online education/outreach resources
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To learn more about Auger and it’s upgrade AugerPrime,

see the June 2016 CERN Courier Article

This image will also be

featured in CERN’s

Microcosm Visitor 

Center
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Goals of the Education/Outreach Task

• Use the Auger Observatory and international collaboration to enhance

science literacy and technology skills in the region of the Auger site

and internationally

• Increase public awareness and support for basic research in physics,

astrophysics, and all areas of science

• Encourage and support a wide range of education/outreach projects

which link schools, community groups, and the public with the

science and scientists of the Auger Observatory

• Provide technical and non-technical information on Auger to a wide 

range of audiences – students, public, government officials, scientific 

colleagues

• Recruit and encourage the participation of groups underrepresented

in science in Auger education/outreach activities

We have found that establishing and maintaining good relationships 

with the local community in Malargüe is important to the success

of the Observatory. 



• Auger Education and 

Outreach paper and 

poster presented

at each ICRC along 

with science papers
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Auger collaborators participating
in Malargüe Day parade – a tradition !!
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Auger collaborators participating
in Malargüe Day parade – a tradition !!



November 2015 Malargüe Day Parade

Hundreds of gauchosMayor and other VIPs



Visitor Center at Auger Office Building

Visitor Center

10  12 m
2

Data Acquisition



Seats 60 people

Quarter-size FD mirror

set-up from Karlsruhe

Visitor Center at Auger Office Building

Glass cabinet for

library and displays

PC and multimedia

projection



Recent Renovation of Visitor Center

Stations, self-guided Audio for vision-impaired 

Interactive

shower detection

display

Interactive

dual Geiger

display



Scientific Tourism in Malargüe Region
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Auger Visitor Center Visits vs. Year

Malargüe Planetarium

Payunia volcano region

101,949 visitors 

since opening in 2001

Also nearby caves and fossil fields



November 19-21, 2014, Science Fair participants

The fifth and most successful Science Fair to date

The next Science Fair is foreseen on the dates November 17, 18, 19, 2016

Thursday, Friday, Saturday during our November Collaboration Meeting

Participants come from all over

Mendoza Province and beyond



Setting up stands National anthem

Collaborators

serve as judges

November 2014 Science Fair



Participants range from primary school through high school

Solar oven – it works!



November 2014 Science Fair

Visitor Center

presentation on Auger 

Award presentations



Rural Schools Program

Observatory staff volunteer their time and money to bring cosmic ray science and 

infrastructure improvements to remote schools that cannot travel to Malargüe

Science presentation Donation of electric heaters



James Cronin School Inauguration

New school opened

November 2007

Funding from Malargüe,

Mendoza Province,

U.S. Grainger Foundation

(via Cronin contact)



From the Big Bang

to the Universe

Many public events hosted

by collaborating institutions



Julian

Rautenberg

Spokesperson

showing water 

Čerenkov 

detector using

simple materials



University of Nebraska

football stadium

80,000 spectators

Commemorating

100th anniversary of

Victor Hess balloon flights 



Geiger counter transmits

radiation counts 

in real time



Greater fluctuations and tendency

to decrease as balloon rises

above first interactions for air showers

Increase in CR radiation

as balloon rises above

protection from atmosphere 

Commercial airline

altitude 



Online Resources

• Recently updated website http://www.auger.org

• Social media presence

• Documentary videos

• Air shower data available to the public

• 44,000 events as of today

Instructions for use

User-friendly 

Visual Physics 

Analysis

(VISPA) tool

http://www.auger.org/

